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IN THIS ISSUE OF TPS- 








. . . over thirty recent messages of Pius XII... 
shedding light on many phases of human life; 


. . excerpts, short and long, from other recent 
papal messages... 


. . . thorough bibliographic coverage of papal 
documents delivered during the final quarter of 


1957. 


e@ STATE vs. PRIVATE 
SCHOOLS 

In The Right to Educate, Pope Pius dis- 

cusses the relative positions of the fam- 

ily, the community, and the state in 

laying down the standards for our 

schools. 


e THE USES OF LEISURE 


Automation means more time of leisure 
for the working man. How he will use 
this time is discussed by Pope Pius XII 


in Aspects of Automation. 


e THE EMERALD ISLE 


“To be a Christian, one must be a 
Roman,” the Holy Father told Irish pil- 
grims in The Legacy of the Irish. 


@ DEAD OR ALIVE? 


What may be done—or what must be 
done—to prolong the life of a dying 
patient? At what moment does life end? 
These pressing problems of medical mor- 
als are analyzed by Pope Pius XII in 
The Prolongation of Life. 


e ONE EUROPE 

Can Europe survive if its nations cling 
to the ideals of rigid nationalism? No, 
says the Holy Father in Toward a Euro- 
pean Federation. 


@ APOSTOLATE FOR 
EVERYWOMAN 


Truth, love, action—three basic phases 
of modern woman’s apostolate, says the 
Holy Father in The Mission of the Cath- 


olic Woman. 


e PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
No modern attitude is more harmful, 
says the Holy Father in The Large Fam- 
ily, than that which regards fertility as 
a social malady to be corrected by arti- 
ficial birth control. 


e also in this issue... 

are papal messages on the teacher’s 
ideals, the brotherhood of man (a re- 
curring theme of Pius XII), the de- 
mands of religious obedience, the apos- 
tolate of the sick and suffering, and a 
host of other timely topics. 








In this and every issue of THE POPE SPEAKS the words of the Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII, are brought to the English-speaking world. THE 
POPE SPEAKS gives fuller and more accurate coverage of papal 
pronouncements than can be had in any other American publication. 























NEWS 


and 


THE MIND OF POPE PIUS XII ranges 
over all phases of human existence, il- 
luminating current problems and time- 
less truths with words of wisdom, under- 
standing, and fatherly encouragement. 
This Spring 1958 issue of THE Pope 
SPEAKS presents over thirty such mes- 
sages, all delivered within the past year. 


* 


IN THESE COLUMNS we will survey 
the contents of the issue, to assist the 
busy reader in reaching those words 
of the Holy Father which are of most 
immediate concern to him and to co- 
ordinate, to some extent, the messages 
printed here with previous pronounce- 
ments on the same or related themes. 


* 


WOMAN’S ROLE has been the sub-. 
ject of a number of recent papal mes- 
sages. The latest is the very lengthy 
talk published here under the title The 
Mission of the Catholic Woman (page 
413). This mission is set out as an 
apostolate of truth to bring mankind 
back to sound principles and ideas, an 
apostolate of love which translates the 
truths of Christian faith into works of 
living charity, an apostolate of action 
which gives guidance to others by ad- 
vice and example. 

Another long talk on this same sub- 
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ject appeared in our Spring 1957 issue, 
The Dignity of Woman. In this mes- 
sage the Holy Father explained the bases 
of woman’s rights and privileges. Two 
other messages which come to mind are 
Christian Widowhood and Moral Prob- 
lems in Fashion Design, both in our 
Winter 1957-58 issue. These deal with 
more specific problems of concern to 
Christian women. 


* 


EDUCATION jis a topic on which the 
Holy Father speaks often, for its im- 
portance cannot be exaggerated. Four 
talks in this issue touch on various of 
its phases. Watchwords for the Catholic 
Teacher (page 375) outlines some key 
ideas on the teacher’s mission: the im- 
portance of his work, its social aspects, 
its spiritual aspects. Catholic Graduates, 
a brief but interesting address to recent 
graduates, appears on page 440. 


* 


STATE, FAMILY AND SOCIETY all 
have an interest in education and each 
attempts, to some extent, to regulate. 
The priority of their claims is a much- 
discussed matter today, and it is dis- 
cussed at some length in The Right to 
Educate (page 377). Education, the 
Holy Father concludes, is primarily the 
concern of the family; the state may 


357 











358 


supplement its activities but must allow 
private schools full and genuine free- 
dom. This message might well be read 
in conjunction with The State and the 
Catholic School, two talks which were 
published together in our Summer 1957 
issue. 


* 


TRADITIONAL VALUES are defended 
in The Challenge to Christian Education 
which sets out the absolute truths and 
the ideal of the teacher which must be at 
the heart of a sound educational system. 
The role of radio, television, and motion 
pictures is touched on in passing. For 
fuller treatment of the curriculum which 
should be at the center of a Christian 
education, the reader might confer The 
Bases of Sound Education in the Sum- 
mer 1957 issue. 


* 


MEDICINE AND MORALS js an area 
in which Pope Pius speaks with great 
frequency. As modern medical science 
makes one startling advance after an- 
other, the Holy Father interprets and 
assesses them for the faithful in terms 
of unchanging principles of Christian 
morality. Almost every issue of THE 
Pope Speaks has contained at least one 
such message. 


« 


THE PROLONGATION OF LIFE, page 
393, appraises the techniques of “resus- 
citation” by which the anesthesiologist 
remedies, permanently or momentarily, 
various serious threats to human life. 

Pope Pius takes up three questions: 
(i) whether one has the right, or the 
duty, to use such techniques, even in 





THE PoPE SPEAKS 


hopeless cases; (ii) whether one has the 
right, or the duty, to terminate such 
steps when there is no improvement in 
the patient; (iii) must such a patient, 
whose life is preserved by artificial tech- 
niques, but without any improvement 
over a period of several days, be re- 
garded as “dead”? This latter question 
has relevance, of course, in administra- 
tion of the last sacraments. 

A more general discussion of prob- 
lems facing the anesthesiologist ap- 
peared in our Summer 1957 issue under 
the title Anesthesia: Three Moral Ques- 
tions. 

We are grateful to Thomas F. Mc- 
Dermott, M.D., Director of Anesthesi- 
ology at the Georgetown University 
Medical Center, for his helpful sugges- 
tions during the preparation of the 
translations of these two talks. 


* 


“THE AGRICULTURAL COMMU- 
NITY,” Pope Pius once said, “has been 
and is the very basis of national life.” 
Its problems are taken up once again 
in the letter Problems of Rural Life 
on page 455. The human values of 
rural life must be safeguarded, he in- 
sists, by protecting the family unit, by 
a vigorous parish life, by alert pastoral 
activity. He delineates carefully the ex- 
tent to which the state should intervene 
in the matter. 

Another message on rural life—from 
which we quoted above—appeared in 
our Autumn 1956 issue under the title 
The Farmer’s Three Duties. 


* 


THE RELIGIOUS LIFE has been dis- 
cussed in a series of messages delivered 
by Pope Pius in recent months. 














NEWS AND NOTES 


The Society of Jesus, on page 447 of 
this issue, is an address delivered last 
autumn to a general congregation of the 
Jesuits. This message takes up questions 
of religious obedience, poverty, morti- 
fication, and exercises of piety. 

In our Winter 1956-57 issue we pub- 
lished Sedes sapientiae, an apostolic con- 
stitution on the education of seminarians 
in religious orders; The State of Per- 
fection, in our Winter 1957-58 issue 
dealt with a variety of matters pertain- 
ing to religious life, particularly in the 
area of religious obedience; a more re- 
cent address, scheduled for our next 
issue, discusses the obligations of reli- 
gious superiors (see page 382). These 
are only a few which come immediately 
to mind. 

It has been suggested that THE Pore 
SPEAKS might collect these and other 
recent messages to religious in a single 
booklet for the convenience of our 
priests, brothers, and sisters. We would 
welcome suggestions from our readers 
on this subject. 


* 


THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN is a 
recurring theme in the messages which 
Pius XII addresses to mankind in an 
age of division and dissension. 

Christian Solidarity, on page 431, af- 
firms once again the unity of Christians 
the world over. This is, Pope Pius says 
there, “a solidarity superior to all earth- 
ly bonds, for it is built upon the com- 
munity of the supernatural life.” 

International unity is the subject of 
Toward a European Federation. Pope 
Pius decries “the futility of narrow na- 
tionalistic politics,” and calls for en- 
trance into a “larger community” more 
in keeping with our modern conditions. 
The European Coal and Steel Commu- 
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nity is commended as a move in this 
direction. 

This talk emphasizes once again the 
principles laid down in European Un- 
ion, published in our Autumn 1957 is- 
sue. 


* 


AUTOMATION was discussed at some 
length by the Holy Father in Automa- 
tion: Its problems and its prospects 
(Autumn 1957) and Economics, the 
State, and the Personal Worth of Man 
(Summer 1957). 

It is considered more briefly in this 
issue in Aspects of Automation, page 
409. Pope Pius sketches the develop- 
ment of technology from the stone age to 
the present day and singles out several 
practical problems which have arisen 
with the advent of automation. 


* 


THE EASTER MESSAGE js an annual 
address, which in recent years has dealt 
with questions pertaining to nuclear 
weapons and power. This year’s address 
departs from this topic and discusses 
Christ, the “Light of the World,” and 
the Church, the depository of Christ’s 
light. The Holy Father exhorts the faith- 
ful to “believe in this light of Christ 
and of the Church; love and vigorously 
defend these tremendous gifts given by 
God to the world.” 


* 


MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY is a 
theme of prime importance to Catholics. 
One of its more controversial aspects to- 
day has been raised by advocates of 
planned parenthood. In The Large Fam- 
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ily, page 363, Pope Pius sets out the 
fallacies in their position and shows that 
they are, in fact, refuted by large fam- 
ilies themselves. 

Perhaps the fullest discussion of this 
subject by Pope Pius XII is to be found 
in two talks delivered in 1951 and pub- 
lished in the pamphlet Moral Questions 
Affecting Married Life by The National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, Washing- 
ton, D. C. Also pertinent is The Mother 
and the Child in our Summer 1957 issue. 
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RECENT AND INTERESTING wmes- 
sages which—for one reason or another 
—could not be included in this issue are 
presented in capsule form on page 381 
and following. 

We entertain no illusions about the 
thoroughness of these abstracts. They 
are not meant to supplant the full texts, 
but simply to bring our readers up to 
date on some of the noteworthy mes- 
sages which they will not find in full in 
this present issue. 


Tue Pore Speaks is a quarterly publication presenting, in English, recent letters and 
addresses of the reigning pontiff. Translations are based principally on texts published 
in L’Osservatore Romano, Vatican City daily which prints the Pope’s messages in the 
languages in which they were given. A TPS Gue is included in each issue and con- 
tains bibliographic data on all papal documents that come to our attention during a 
three-month period; this period closes some months prior to publication of the magazine, 
in order that the Gume may be as complete as possible. Thus, this Spring 1958 issue brings 
you translations of several of the more interesting and important messages of Pope Pius XII 
which have appeared in recent months, along with bibliographic coverage in the TPS 
Guwe for the months of October, November, December 1957. THe Pore Speaks is 
published at 362? 12th St., N.E., Washington 17, D. C. Subscription rates: $5.00 a 
year; $9.00 two years; $13.00 three years. Second-class mail privileges at Washington, D. C. 
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The Large Family 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to the Directors of 


the Associations for Large Families of Rome and of Italy 


Tra le visite 


ELOVED sons and daughters, 
Officers and Representatives 
of the Associations for Large 

Families of Rome and of Italy, this 
visit of yours has to be listed among 
those that bring deepest pleasure 
to Our heart. 

You are well aware of the lively 
interest We have in family life, of 
how We never miss an opportunity 
to point out its many-sided dignity, 
to re-assert its rights and defend 
them, to inculcate the duties it in- 
.volves—in a word, We make it a 
key-point of Our pastoral teaching. 

It is this same anxious interest in 
families that makes Us agree so 
readily to spend at least a few mo- 
ments with family groups that 
come to Our home (whenever the 
duties of Our office do not make this 
impossible), and this is why, on 
occasion, We consent to be photo- 
graphed in the midst of them, so as 
to leave some kind of lasting record 
of Our joy and theirs. 


Father of the human family 


The Pope in the midst of a fam- 
ily! Isn’t that right where he be- 
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longs? Isn’t he (in the loftiest spir- 
itual sense of the word) the Father 
of the whole human family that has 
been reborn in Christ and in the 
Church? Is it not through him, the 
Vicar of Christ on earth, that the 
wonderful plan of creative Wisdom 
is put into effect—a plan that has 
conferred on all human fatherhood 
the destiny of preparing a chosen 
family for heaven, where the love 
of the One and Triune God will en- 
fold them in a single eternal em- 
brace and give them Himself as the 
inheritance that will make them 
perfectly happy? 


A triple testimony 


But you do not represent just any 
families at all; you are and repre- 
sent large families, those most 
blessed by God and specially loved 
and prized by the Church as its 
most precious treasures. For these 
families offer particularly clear tes- 
timony to three things that serve to 
assure the world of the truth of 
the Church’s doctrine and the 
soundness of its practice, and that 
redound, through good example, to 
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the great benefit of all other fami- 
lies and of civil society itself. 

Wherever you find large families 
in great numbers, they point to: 
the physical and moral health of a 
Christian people; a living faith in 
God and trust in His Providence; 
the fruitful and joyful holiness of 
Catholic marriage. 

We would like to say a few words 
about each of these points. 


I 


Surely, one of the most harmful 
aberrations that has appeared in 
modern society with its pagan ten- 
dencies is the opinion of those who 
are eager to classify fruitfulness in 
marriage as a “social malady,” and 
who maintain that any nation that 
finds itself thus afflicted must exert 
every effort and use every means to 
cure the disease. This is the basis 
for the propaganda that goes under 
the name of “planned parenthood” ; 
at times it is promoted by persons 
and organizations who command re- 
spect because of their positions in 
other fields, but who, unfortunately, 
have taken a stand in this matter 
which must be condemned. 


Birth control 


Sad as it is to realize how wide- 
spread doctrines and practices of 
this kind have become, even among 
the traditionally healthy classes, it 
is comforting to see indications and 
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proofs of a healthy reaction in your 
country, both in the legal and in the 
medical fields. As you know, article 
31 of the current Constitution of 
the Italian Republic, to cite just 
one source, pays “special attention 
to large families,” and the prevail- 
ing teaching among Italian doctors 
is along a line of opposition ever 
more strongly against birth-con- 
trol practices. 

This does not mean that the dan- 
ger has passed and that we have 
destroyed the prejudices which 
tend to make marriage and its wise 
norms submit to the aims of repre- 
hensible pride and selfishness on 
the part of society or of individuals. 
We particularly deplore that sec- 
tion of the press that every so often 
takes up the question once again 
with the obvious intention of con- 
fusing good people and drawing 
them into error with misleading 
evidence, questionable polls, and 
even falsified statements from some 
cleric or other. 


Obedience to nature’s laws 


On the part of Catholics, We 
must urge the wide dissemination 
of the principle, firmly founded on 
truth, that the only way to protect 
the physical and moral health of 
the family and of society is 
through whole - hearted obedience 
to the laws of nature, or rather of 
the Creator, and most of all by fos- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, January 22, 1958. Italian text. Translation by 


Rev. Austin Vaughan. 


This was an address of Pope Pius XII to officers and representatives of “The Asso- 
ciations for Large Families of Rome and of Italy.” 
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tering a sacred, heart-felt respect 
for them. 

In this matter, everything de- 
pends on the intention. You can 
multiply laws and make the penal- 
ties heavier; you can give irrefut- 
able proofs of the stupidity of 
birth-control theories and of the 
harm that comes from putting 
them into practice; but as long as 
there is no sincere determination to 
let the Creator carry on His work 
as He chooses, then human selfish- 
ness will always find new sophis- 
tries and excuses to still the voice 
of conscience (to the extent it can), 
and to carry on abuses. 

Now the value of the testimony 
offered by the parents of large 
families lies not only in their un- 
equivocal and forceful rejection of 
any deliberate compromise between 
the law of God and human selfish- 
ness, but also in their readiness to 
accept joyfully and gratefully these 
priceless gifts of God—their chil- 
dren—in whatever number it may 
please Him to send them. 

_ This kind of attitude frees mar- 
ried couples from oppressive anx- 
ieties and remorse, and, in the 
opinion of outstanding doctors, cre- 
ates the ideal psychological condi- 
tions for the healthy development 
of children born of the marriage. 
For, right at the beginning of these 
new lives, it eliminates all those 
worries and disturbances that can 
so easily leave physical or psycho- 
logical scars on the mother or child. 

Apart from exceptional cases— 
and We have had occasion to speak 
of these before—nature’s law is 
basically one of harmony, and it 
leads to discord and contradictions 
only in cases where its normal op- 
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eration is upset by particular cir- 
cumstances which are for the most 
part abnormal, or by deliberate op- 
position from a human will. There 
is no eugenics that can improve 
upon nature: it is good as a science 
only so long as it aims at gaining a 
profound knowledge of nature’s 
laws and respects these laws—al- 
though in some cases it may be 
wise to dissuade people who suffer 
from serious defects from getting 
married (cfr. Enc. Casti connubii, 
Dec. 31, 1930: A.A.S. 22 (1980) p. 
565). 


Physical and moral health 


Again, good common sense has 
always and everywhere looked upon 
large families as a sign, a proof, 
and a source of physical health, and 
history makes no mistake when it 
points to violation and abuse of the 
laws governing marriage and pro- 
creation as the primary cause of 
the decay of peoples. 

Far from being a “social mal- 
ady,” large families are a guaran- 
tee of the moral and physical health 
of a people. Virtues flourish spon- 
taneously in homes where a baby’s 
cries always echo from the crib, and 
vice is put to flight, as if it has 
been chased away by the childhood 
that is renewed there like the fresh 
and invigorating breath of spring. 

So let the weak and selfish take 
their example from you; let the 
nation continue to be loving and 
grateful toward you for all the sac- 
rifices you have taken upon your- 
selves to raise and educate its citi- 
zens; just as the Church is pleased 
with you for enabling her to offer, 
along with you, ever healthier and 
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larger groups of souls to the sanc- 
tifying activity of the divine Spirit. 


Il 


In the modern civil world a large 
family is usually, with good reason, 
looked upon as evidence of the fact 
that the Christian faith is being 
lived up to, for the selfishness that 
We just pointed out as the princi- 
pal obstacle to an increase in the 
size of a family group cannot be 
successfully overcome without re- 
course to ethical and religious prin- 
ciples. 

In recent times we have seen 
how so-called “demographic poli- 
tics” have failed to achieve any 
noteworthy results; it is easy to 
see why, for the individual inter- 
est will almost always win out over 
the collective pride and selfishness 
which this idea so often expresses, 
and the aims and methods of this 
policy debase the dignity of the 
family and the person by placing 
them on the same level as lower 
species. 


The light of Christianity 


Only the divine and eternal light 
of Christianity gives full life and 
meaning to the family and this is 
so true that right from the begin- 
ning and through the whole course 
of its history, large families have 
often been considered as synony- 
mous with Christian families. 

Respect for divine laws has made 
them abound with life; faith in God 
gives parents the strength and 
vigor they need to face the sacrifice 
and self-denial demanded for the 
raising of their children; Christian 
principles guide them and help 
them in the hard work of educa- 
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tion; the Christian spirit of love 
watches over their peace and good 
order, and seems to draw forth 
from nature and bestow the deep- 
est family joys that belong to par- 
ents, to children, to brothers and 
sisters. 

Even externally, a large, well- 
ordered family is a kind of visible 
shrine: the sacrament of Baptism 
is not an exceptional event for them 
but something constantly renewing 
the joy and grace of the Lord. The 
series of happy pilgrimages to the 
Baptismal font is not yet finished 
when a new one to Confirmation 
and first Communion begins, aglow 
with the same innocence. The 
youngest of the children will scarce- 
ly have put away his little white 
suit among the dearest memories 
of life, when the first wedding veil 
appears to bring parents, children, 
and new relatives together at the 
foot of the altar. More marriages, 
more Baptisms, more first Com- 
munions follow each other like 
ever-new springtimes that, in a 
sense, make the visits of God and 
of His grace to the home unending. 


Trust in God 


But God also visits large families 
with His Providence, and parents, 
especially those who are poor, give 
clear testimony to this by resting 
all their trust in Him when human 
efforts are not enough. A trust that 
has a solid foundation and is not 
in vain! Providence—to put it in 
human words and ideas—is not a 
sum total of exceptional acts of 
divine pity ; it is the ordinary result 
of harmonious activity on the part 
of the infinite wisdom, goodness 
and omnipotence of the Creator. 
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God will never refuse a means of 
living to those He calls into being. 

The Divine Master has explicitly 
taught that “life is worth more 
than food, and the body more than 
clothing” (cfr. Matt. 6, 25). If 
single incidents, whether small or 
great, seem to contradict this, it is 
a sign that man has placed some 
obstacle in the way of divine order, 
or else, in exceptional cases, that 
God has higher plans for good; but 
Providence is something real, 
something necessary since God is 
the Creator. 


Overpopulation 


The so-called problem of over- 
population of the earth is partly 
real and partly unreasonably 
feared as an imminent castrophe 
for modern society; but undoubt- 
edly the rise of this problem and 
the continued failure to arrive at 
a solution of it is not due to some 
mixup or inertia on the part of 
divine Providence, but rather to 
disorder on man’s part—especially 
.to his selfishness and avarice. 

With the progress that has been 
made in technology, with the ease 
of transportation, and with the new 
sources of energy that are just be- 
ginning to be tapped, the earth can 
promise prosperity to all those who 
will dwell on it for a long time to 
come. 

As for the future, who can fore- 
see what new and unsuspected re- 
sources may be found on our planet, 
and what surprises may be uncov- 
ered outside of it by the wonderful 
scientific achievements that have 
just barely begun? And who can 
be sure that the natural rhythm of 
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procreation will be the same in the 
future as it is now? Is it not pos- 
sible that some law that will mod- 
erate the rhythm of expansion 
from within may come into play? 
Providence has reserved the future 
destiny of the world to itself. 

It is strange to find that the fears 
of some individuals are able to 
change well-founded hopes for 
prosperity into catastrophic spec- 
tres at the very moment when 
science is changing what used to 
be considered the dreams of wild 
imaginations into useful realities. 

So overpopulation is not a valid 
reason for spreading illicit birth- 
control practices. It is simply a 
pretext used by those who would 
justify avarice and selfishness—by 
those nations, for instance, who 
fear that the expansion of others 
will pose a danger to their own 
political position and cause a lower- 
ing of the general standard of liv- 
ing, or by individuals, especially 
those who are better off, who prefer 
the greatest possible enjoyment of 
earthly goods to the praise and 
merit of bringing new lives into 
existence. The final result is that 
they break the fixed and certain 
laws of the Creator under the pre- 
text of correcting supposed errors 
on the part of His Providence. 

It would be more reasonable and 
useful if modern society would 
make a more determined, universal 
effort to correct its own conduct, by 
removing the causes of hunger in 
the overpopulated or “depressed 
areas,” through a more active use 
of modern discoveries for peaceful 
aims, a more open political policy 
of collaboration and exchange, a 
more far-seeing and less national- 
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istic economy; above all, by react- 
ing to all suggestions of selfishness 
with charity, to those of avarice 
with a more concrete application of 
justice. 

God is not going to ask men for 
an accounting of the general des- 
tiny of mankind; that is His busi- 
ness; but He will demand an ac- 
counting of the single acts that 
they have deliberately performed 
in accordance with or against the 
dictates of conscience. 

As for you, parents and children 
of large families, keep on giving a 
serene and firm testimony of your 
trust in divine Providence, and be 
assured that He will not fail to 
repay you with the testimony of 
His daily help and, whenever neces- 
sary, with those extraordinary 
helps that many of you have been 
happy to experience already. 


iil 


And now a few words on your 
third testimony—words that may 
give new strength to those who are 
fearful and bring you a little com- 
fort. 

Large families are the most 
splendid flower-beds in the garden 
of the Church; happiness flowers in 
them and sanctity ripens in favor- 
able soil. Every family group, even 
the smallest, was meant by God to 
be an oasis of spiritual peace. But 
there is a tremendous difference: 
where the number of children is 
not much more than one, that 
serene intimacy that gives value to 
life has a touch of melancholy or 
of pallor about it; it does not last 
as long, it may be more uncertain, 
it is often clouded by secret fears 
and remorse. 
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Happiness in a large family 


It is very different from the se- 
renity of spirit to be found in par- 
ents who are surrounded by a rich 
abundance of young lives. The joy 
that comes from the plentiful bles- 
sings of God breaks out in a thou- 
sand different ways and there is 
no fear that it will end. The brows 
of these fathers and mothers may 
be burdened with cares, but there 
is never a trace of that inner sha- 
dow that betrays anxiety of con- 
science or fear of an irreparable 
return to loneliness. Their youth 
never seems to fade away, as long 
as the sweet fragrance of a crib re- 
mains in the home, as long as the 
walls of the house echo to the sil- 
very voices of children and grand- 
children. 

Their heavy labors multiplied 
many times over, their redoubled 
sacrifices and their renunciation of 
costly amusements are generously 
rewarded even here below by the 
inexhaustible treasury of affection 
and tender hopes that dwell in 
their hearts without ever tiring 
them or bothering them. 

And the hopes soon become a 
reality when the eldest daughter 
begins to help her mother to take 
care of the baby and on the day the 
oldest son comes home with his face 
beaming with the first salary he has 
earned himself. That day will be 
a particularly happy one for par- 
ents, for it will make the spectre of 
an old age spent in misery disap- 
pear, and they will feel assured of 
a reward for their sacrifices. 

When there are many children, 
the youngsters are spared the bore- 
dom of loneliness and the discom- 
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fort of having to live in the midst 
of adults all the time. It is true 
that they may sometimes become 
so lively as to get on your nerves, 
and their disagreements may seem 
like small riots; but even their ar- 
guments play an effective role in 
the formation of character, as long 
as they are brief and superficial. 
Children in large families learn al- 
most automatically to be careful of 
what they do and to assume respon- 
sibility for it, to have a respect for 
each other and help each other, to 
be open-hearted and generous. For 
them, the family is a little proving- 
ground, before they move into the 
world outside, which will be harder 
on them and more demanding. 


Vocations 


All of these precious benefits will 
be more solid and permanent, more 
intense and more fruitful if the 
large family takes the supernatural 
spirit of the Gospel, which spirit- 
ualizes everything and makes it 
eternal, as its own particular guid- 
ing rule and basis. Experience 
shows that in these cases, God often 
goes beyond the ordinary gifts of 
Providence, such as joy and peace, 
to bestow on it a special call—a 
vocation to the priesthood, to the 
religious life, to the highest sanc- 
tity. 

With good reason, it has often 
been pointed out that large families 
have been in the forefront as the 
cradles of saints. We might cite, 
among others, the family of St. 
Louis, the King of France, made up 
of ten children, that of St. Cather- 
ine of Siena who came from a fam- 
ily of twenty-five, St. Robert Bellar- 
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mine from a family of twelve, and 
St. Pius X from a family of ten. 

Every vocation is a secret of 
Providence; but these cases prove 
that a large number of children 
does not prevent parents from giv- 
ing them an outstanding and per- 
fect upbringing; and they show 
that the number does not work out 
to the disadvantage of their quality, 
with regard to either physical or 
spiritual values. 


Vigilance and action 


One last word to you, Directors 
and Representatives of the Associa- 
tions for Large Families of Rome 
and of Italy. 


Be careful to imprint the seal of 
an ever more vigilant and fruitful 
dynamism on the action that you 
intend to carry out in behalf of the 
dignity of large families and for 
their economic protection. 

With regard to the first of these 
aims, keep in line with the direc- 
tives of the Church; with regard to 
the second, you have to shake out of 
its lethargy that part of society 
that is not yet aware of its social re- 
sponsibilities. Providence is a di- 
vine truth and reality, but it chooses 
to make use of human cooperators. 
Ordinarily it moves into action and 
comes to our aid when it has been 
summoned and practically led by 
the hand by man; it loves to lie 
hidden behind human activity. 
While it is only right to acknowl- 
edge that Italian legislation can le- 
gitimately boast of being most ad- 
vanced in this area of affording 
protection to families and espe- 
cially to large families, We should 
not close our eyes to the fact that 
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there are still a considerable num- 
ber of them who are tossed back 
and forth between discomfort and 
real privation, through no fault of 
their own. Your action must aim 
at bringing these people the protec- 
tion of the laws, and in more urgent 
cases the help of charity. Every 
positive achievement in this field 
is like a solid stone set into the 
structure of the nation and of the 
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Church; it is the very best thing 
you can do as Catholics and as citi- 
zens. 

Calling down the divine protec- 
tion upon your families and those 
of all Italy, placing them once again 
under the heavenly protection of 
the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, We impart to you with 
all Our heart Our paternal Aposto- 
lic Blessing. 


*K 


Opening of the Lourdes Jubilee 


To you, dear pilgrims of Lourdes, whose privilege it is to kneel before the 
Grotto of Massabielle at the very hour of the centenary of the first appari- 
tion of the Immaculate Virgin to Bernadette—to all of you also, dear children, 
who from your lands far and near join in prayer at the inaugural festivities 
of this jubilee year, We address this message with a heart full of joy and 


supernatural hope. 


We recall with deep feeling the memorable day of February ||, 1858, 
hailed by the Liturgy of the Church: "Today the glorious Queen of Heaven 
appeared on earth; today her word brought to her people a pledge of peace 


and Salvation." (Office of the Feast.) 


Join Us in raising to the throne of divine Mercy a hymn of thanksgiving 
for the many favors distributed over this blessed land in the course of a 


century. 


Answer Mary's appeal for works of penitence and charity, her appeal for 
the personal and collective reforms which We have recommended to you. 


Let a unanimous determination open hearts and doors to the faithful 
observance of the Savior's precepts. Let supplications rise to God from all 
sides for the Church, for her freedom in lands where oppression is rampant, 
for her extension to all people, and for peace in the world. 


Let the sick join to their prayer the generous offering of their sufferings, 
and let religious souls offer a willing immolation of their consecrated lives. 
To all, We grant with a full heart, as a pledge of the many graces which 
We hope will come from this Marian Jubilee, Our paternal Apostolic Blessing. 


—Pius XI. Letter read to the pilgrims gathered at Lourdes 
for the opening of the centenary year. February 2, 1958. 











The Challenge to Christian Education 


A Letter of Pope Pius XII to a Congress of 
the World Union of Catholic Teachers 


Sie schicken 


ELOVED sons and daughters 
of the World Union of Cath- 
olic Teachers! At the invita- 

tion of the Catholic teachers of 
Austria, you are about to hold your 
third world congress in Vienna. 
Indeed the idea of a world organ- 
ization of Catholic teachers rose 
among Catholic educators of Aus- 
tria, and the World Union of Cath- 
olic Teachers was founded in Vi- 
enna during the Eucharistic Con- 
gress of 1912. The time of troubles 
and storms which Austria under- 
went thereafter also affected the 
Union. But after 1945 the idea 
animating that World Union re- 
vived all the stronger. The Holy 
Year-of 1950 brought the founding 
of your Union, which took up its 
seat at the center of the Church, 
very close to Us. 

We are pleased with the youthful 
vigor and the growth of this Union. 
It began with ten unions of teach- 
ers; today it already numbers forty 
unions all over the world. It has 
320,000 members, all united in an 
outlook and a program which Our 
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immediate Predecessor of happy 
memory, Pius XI, established as 
the ideal of Catholic education in 
his encyclical Divini illius magistri. 
It is with some satisfaction that 
We infer the prestige of your Un- 
ion also from the fact that it has 
been included by UNESCO among 
its advisory bodies. 

The Catholic teachers of Austria, 
charged with the preparation of 
this year’s world Congress, have 
asked Us to give it Our blessing. 
We are happy to comply with this 
request; but We think We owe it 
to the importance of your profes- 
sion and of your Union to speak 
first a few words of counsel. 


The Christian ideal of education 


During the last hundred years 
and more the Church has striven 
to give her youth a Catholic up- 
bringing and schooling. Wherever 
constitutions and laws allowed 
Catholics to form their own schools 
by their spiritual and financial 
strength, they made truly heroic 
sacrifices to attain this goal. 
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But, in the meantime, mankind 
has entered the age of technology. 
Technology is beginning to change 
the psychic structure of man, but 
it must not be permitted to change 
the Catholic ideal of education. 
Teachers have pointed out correctly 
that moral and religious education 
is now of even greater importance 
than professional education and 
communication of knowledge; for 
modern advances make for exces- 
sive activism, for a tendency to 
adapt oneself without responsibil- 
ity or resistance, and for an undue 
receptiveness to sense-impressions 
that is accompanied by a crippling 
of reflective thought. 

It is man in the age of technology 
who stands most in need of that 
consistent and uniform education 
based on absolute truth and on God 
as the center of existence, an edu- 
cation which only Christian faith 
and the Catholic Church can pro- 
vide. We must, therefore, continue 
our traditional ideal of education 
in these new times. 


The Catholic teacher 


The Church likewise adheres in 
these new times to the ideal of the 
Catholic teacher. The teacher is 
the soul of a school. For this rea- 
son the Church is as interested in 
the character of the teacher and in 
his formation as it is in the Cath- 
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olic school itself. A genuinely Cath- 
olic teacher is the essential require- 
ment for a Catholic school. It does 
not matter whether the profession- 
al work of Catholic teachers, men 
and women, belongs to the lay apos- 
tolate in the strict sense of the 
word. For you may rest assured, 
beloved sons and daughters, that a 
Catholic teacher who stands at the 
peak of his profession in expert- 
ness, training, and devotion, who 
is deeply convinced of his Catholic 
faith and practices it as his second 
nature before the youth entrusted 
to him, serves Christ and His 
Church as well as he would in the 
highest form of the lay apostolate. 
This is true of the Catholic teacher 
at a Catholic school and almost 
more so at a non-Catholic school. 

“The work of the Catholic teach- 
er in international life” is the 
theme of your congress. Surely 
you will have much to discuss. We 
would like to touch only briefly on 
a few great questions and tasks 
confronting Catholic education to- 
day. 


Latin America 


In view of the deadly dangers 
which the Catholic Church sees 
threatening her in Latin America, 
it is necessary that the number of 
teachers there be greatly increased 
and a thorough professional educa- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 7, 1957. German text. Translation 


by John Tashjean. 


This was a letter from the Holy Father, read by Archbishop Franz Koenig of Vienna 
to teachers from twenty countries gathered in that city for the third international 
congress of the World Union of Catholic Teachers. 
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tion be given them; that the Catho- 
lic spirit and the quality of those 
higher Catholic schools from which 
priestly vocations are expected, and 
which are charged with the forma- 
tion of devout young Catholics for 
the other professions, be improved 
and perfected. 
Asia 

As for Catholic upbringing and 
schooling in Asia, the First Asian 
Congress in the Lay Apostolate at 
Manila (and similarly the first 
meeting of leaders in the lay apos- 
tolate at Kisubi [Uganda] for Af- 
rica) developed valuable policies 
and programs: the professional 
formation of Catholic teachers who 
can serve as examples; schools for 
girls and the education of women; 
the relation of the Catholic teach- 
er to ecclesiastical authority, and— 
in the case of Africa—relations 
with native governmental authori- 
ties; the attitude of the Catholic 
teacher toward neutral, govern- 
mentally created unions where they 
are the only unions permitted. At 
Kisubi the following healthy prin- 
ciple was laid down, which is in 
entire harmony with the principle 
of subsidiarity: the state should 
leave the family and the Catholic 
mission-school alone as long as they 
do not need its protection and as- 
sistance; the school, in its turn, 
should. develop good citizens. 


The young nations 
of Asia and Africa 


In Our Christmas message of 
December 24, 1955, We considered 
the relation of Europe to the young- 
er, non-European states while dis- 
cussing ways of securing world 


peace. These states, We said, 
should not forget how much they 
owe Europe; and Europe should 
continue to be generous in putting 
at their disposal those genuine val- 
ues in which it is rich (A.A.S. v. 48, 
p. 39). 

What We said then you may ap- 
ply, mutatis mutandis, to the prob- 
lem of schooling and education. But 
We hold it self-evident that those 
young and, perhaps, still under- 
developed peoples must adopt cul- 
tural values organically, that is, 
just as a living organism absorbs 
and incorporates what is given to 
it. They must grow in a way and 
to a measure that corresponds to 
the conditions of a young nation, 
and always in such a manner that 
psychic and moral growth keep 
pace with technical, economic, and 
intellectual advances. The genuine 
building of culture aims at whole 
persons oriented to God. This is 
the task of all those who can influ- 
ence intellectual development, par- 
ticularly Catholic teachers. 


Radio, television, movies 


In connection with the subject 
of your congress We would like to 
direct your attention to a simple 
but related subject. Radio, motion 
pictures, and television—however 
injurious their effects frequently 
are—surely have the advantage 
that they bring people all over the 
world closer to one another, not 
only by increasing their knowledge 
of one another, but also by promot- 
ing common sentiment and : tem- 
perament. 

A Catholic teacher knows how to 
elevate these feelings to the height 
of their moral purpose, He will 
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point out that those far-away peo- 
ple feel as we do, that they too have 
achievements to point to and can 
serve as our models in many things. 
Above all, he will stress the fact 
that they too have God for their 
Creator and Father, that they too 
are included in the love and salva- 
tion of Christ and called to His 
Church. Thus young people will, 
with all due pride in the history 
and attainments of their own peo- 
ple and with all love of their coun- 
try, also have respect and good will 
for all other nations. What power 
there lies in such education against 
excessive nationalism which lacks 
that respect and good will, and 
which is incompatible with Chris- 
tian thinking! Here too the effect 
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of your school reflects in a precious 
way the world-wide unity of the 
Catholic Church. 

You are going to end your inter- 
national congress with a pilgrim- 
age to the Mother of Grace at 
Mariazell. In fervent prayer com- 
mend to her, the pure and power- 
ful Virgin, your tasks, sorrows, and 
hopes. May Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God and Mary, fructify all your 
work with His grace and bring it 
to completion. 

As a pledge thereof We give the 
Apostolic Blessing from the full- 
ness of Our heart to you, beloved 
sons and daughters, who have met 
in Vienna, and to your entire as- 
sociation. 














Watchwords for the Catholic Teacher 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to a 
Pilgrimage of Catholic Teachers from Spain 


Una vez mas 


NCE again, Our beloved sons, 
Catholic teachers of Spain, 
you come into Our presence, 

through the initiative of your flour- 
ishing Valencian section. And once 
again We receive you with open 
arms—as you especially merit by 
the fervor of your filial affection. 
And because We have already 
expressed Our thoughts on many 
occasions, We wish today to sug- 
gest to you, briefly and in outline 
form, some ideas which might help 
you to comply with the desires We 
have expressed, and at the same 
time to demonstrate the interest 
with which We follow your daily 
work. ‘ 


I 


First of all, in a society in proc- 
ess of complete change, such as the 
present one, keep intact the high 
ideal of your providential mission 
because : 

a) your mission is and always 
will be a vital necessity since the 
formation and primary education 
of children is the foundation for 
all future social changes; 

b) your mission is the natural 
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basis of all that is to follow, since 
it provides early impressions and 
guidance whose influence can never 
be overlooked, but must rather be 
regarded as something definitive; 

c) although the field of culture 
is always expanding, it is certain 
that in some of its forms and to 
some degree it will never be com- 
pletely within the reach of all; but 
the first steps of learning must 
necessarily extend to the whole of 
society, and make a very definite 
imprint on it. 


Il 


But, for your mission to attain 
full efficiency, you must have a 
clear concept of it, always remem- 
bering that: 

a) your mission as teachers can- 
not be reduced simply to a means of 
imparting knowledge which is 
rather profound and rather broad; 
you should be, above all, educators 
of the spirit, and, in due propor- 
tion, molders of the souls of your 
pupils; 

b) you should regard your work 
not simply as an individual respon- 
sibility, but as a social one, It 
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should, above all, be fully coordi- 
nated with the family and with 
other legitimate authorities; you 
should trade views with them, ex- 
change teaching methods, and con- 
tribute to that prestige which each 
requires—all with a common pur- 
pose: the social welfare; 

c) your vocation can be said to 
transcend the merely human and 
earthly; it makes you cooperators 
with the priest and with Christ’s 
Church in that training of souls 
to which you can contribute so sub- 
stantially but which you could also, 
unfortunately, impede. 


ill 


Finally, the satisfactory fulfill- 
ment of such important duties will 
require on your part: 

a) an assiduous dedication to 
your work, shunning no sacrifice 
and putting aside personal gain; 

b) exemplary conduct, so that 
your little ones, who will watch 
you closely, will learn more from 
your deeds than from your fine 
words—especially from your up- 
right living, your self-abnegation, 
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your patience, and your sincere 
piety ; 

c) a continual contact with the 
Lord, especially through prayer and 
frequent reception of the Sacra- 
ments, because in such a sublime 
and delicate work as the primary 
education of children, the principal 
part is reserved to the grace which 
descends from above. 

These, Catholic teachers of 
Spain, are the watchwords you 
have requested of Us. They are 
dictated only by Our paternal af- 
fection for you, your country, and 
especially your little students. 

When each of you returns to his 
school, say to your little ones: “The 
Vicar of Christ, your Father in 
Rome, the Pope who loves you so 
much, has asked me to greet you 
and bring to you the best of all his 
blessings.” 

A blessing also for Our Vener- 
able Brother, the Archbishop of 
Valencia, who is here today with 
you; for you; for your families; 
and for all that you want blessed 
at this time. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 20, 1957. Spanish text. Translation by 
Rosalie L. Katkish. 
This was an address to 500 members of the Spanish Federation of Catholic Teachers 
who had come to Rome in pilgrimage under the leadership of Archbishop Marcellino 
Olaechea Loizaga of Valencia. 











The Right to Educate 


An Address of Pope Pius Xil to the 
Congress of European Private Schools 


Nous saluons 


E ARE pleased, gentlemen, 

to greet your first assembly, 

which has gathered in Rome 
to discuss those problems which 
European private schools have in 
common. This is a splendid pro- 
gram, first conceived by a group 
of Italian students during a trip 
to Vienna. The kind reception they 
were given there testified to a simi- 
larity of intentions and preoccu- 
pations, all very natural among 
those who give to the private 
school, or have received from it, 
the best of their human, spiritual, 
and intellectual resources. 

The present meeting is intended 
to emphasize some specific charac- 
teristics of the private school and 
of the mission to which it aspires 
in a society contending with rapid 
and profound changes which incline 
it to bypass national boundaries 
and set up a European community 
for cultural, economic, social, and 
even political matters. 


Scholastic freedom 


It can be said without hesitation 
that the legislation which a nation 
enacts for private schools (We use 
this term in the same sense in 
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which you do: a school which is 
not administered by the state) re- 
flects quite accurately the spiritual 
and cultural level of that nation. 
A state which preempts completely 
the work of education and forbids 
individuals or independent groups 
to assume any responsibility in this 
area, makes a claim which cannot 
be reconciled with fundamental de- 
mands of the human person. 

The ideal of scholastic freedom 
is acknowledged by all those politi- 
cal regimes which recognize the 
rights of the individual and the 
family. In practice, of course, all 
degrees of freedom are possible. 
Sometimes the state more or less 
ignores the efforts of private ini- 
tiative, gives them no financial sup- 
port, and reserves to itself the right 
to grant all academic degrees. 
Sometimes, on the other hand, the 
state recognizes, under certain con- 
ditions, the value of private edu- 
cation and grants it subsidies. More 
often, however, acceptance of the 
government’s claims of primacy 
with regard to private education is 
a condition to material assistance 
or to the legal recognition of de- 
grees. As a result, the freedom 
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which is acknowledged in theory 
often remains limited in practice, 
or is even contested; such freedom 
becomes, at most, mere toleration 
when the state regards itself as 
holding a downright monopoly in 
matters of education. 


School, family, and society 


Now a thoughtful analysis of 
the historic and philosophic bases 
of education will show that the 
school is not commissioned by the 
state alone, but primarily by the 
family, and secondarily by the so- 
ciety of which the family is a part. 
The formation of the human per- 
sonality takes place primarily, 
therefore, in the family. Insofar 
as the school is directed in great 
part to the same end, it simply con- 
tinues the work of the family and 
receives from the family the au- 
thority which is required for this 
task. The family’s primacy in edu- 
cation is also demonstrated by the 
fact that the school is frequently 
unable to remedy serious failures 
of the family. 

On the other hand, to the extent 
that the school transmits knowl- 
edge, a collection of facts orientated 
to the external activity of individ- 
uals and to the conduct of their 
professions, it is also dependent 
upon the community, its traditions, 
its needs, its level of culture, and 
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the direction of its activities. The 
needs of the community will be in- 
terpreted, on the academic level, by 
individuals, organized groups, and 
cultural or religious institutions, 
which have as their specific pur- 
pose the preparation of the young 
for their future tasks. The state, 
the political power as such, will 
only interfere in a supplementary 
capacity, to guarantee to the ac- 
tivities of these individuals and 
groups the breadth and intensity 
which their work requires. Far, 
then, from regarding the private 
school as something wholly subject 
to the political power, the state 
must concede it a genuine freedom 
in its proper activity and the right 
to draw its inspiration from those 
principles of the family which gov- 
ern the growth and development of 
the human personality, without ig- 
noring completely the demands im- 
posed by the social environment. 
The administrative organization 
of the modern state has grown 
enormously by absorbing greater 
and greater areas of public life, 
particularly in the field of educa- 
tion. This intervention of the state 
is legitimate when the activity of 
individuals cannot satisfy the needs 
of society, but it is detrimental 
when it deliberately replaces com- 
petent private initiative. You are 
right, therefore, in emphasizing the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 13, 1957. French text. Translation 
by Martin F. Connor. 
This address was delivered during an audience granted at Castelgandolfo, the 
papal summer residence, to a group of delegates fo the first international congress 
of the newly formed association of European private schools. The audience was 
attended by administrators and instructors from schools throughout western Europe. 
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primacy of the private school over 
those which are administered by 
public authorities and in stress- 
ing the outstanding service private 
schools have rendered wherever 
they were allowed sufficient free- 
dom of action. 


Defense of values 


In this congress you propose to 
establish a European center to de- 
fend the spiritual values of private 
education. Today this objective de- 
mands unflagging attention and 
firm assistance on the part of all 
who are convinced of its irreplace- 
able role. In the majority of mod- 
ern nations the private school must, 
unfortunately, fight a bitter battle 
to hold on to the rights it has won 
and, on the economic plane, to as- 
sure its very survival. But because 
it has not been reduced to the sub- 
jection which overtakes all crea- 
tures of the state, it can with 
greater ease adapt itself to new 
conditions of international life. 

You may also reasonably hope 
that cooperation among private 
schools will facilitate the education 
of young generations who are 
eager to free themselves from the 
restraints of a nationalism that is 
often exaggerated and outdated, 
and to face the responsibilities they 
must bear in a Europe organized 
on a broader basis: In discussions 
in which those responsible for pri- 
vate schools exchange their points 
of view, it is normal that problems 
of organization and of method 
should play an important part if 
their schools are to meet the stand- 
ards set by modern advances in 
pedagogy. But it is essential, above 
all, to respect the spirit of the inde- 
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pendent school, its concept of man 
and education, the disinterested 
ideal of those who dedicate them- 
selves to it. At times directors of 
private schools have surrendered 
to an ill-conceived competition and 
followed the lead, in pedagogic 
methods and curricula, of a system 
of education that is directed by 
other objectives and is less con- 
cerned with the preservation of 
true human values. You have re- 
solved, We are sure, to avoid this 
pitfall, which is far more danger- 
ous than attacks from without. 


Leaders of tomorrow 


Those who will be leaders in 
public life tomorrow will have 
graduated, We are certain, from 
schools which have held in honor 
the ideal of freedom and of private 
initiative and have not hesitated to 
place at the heart of their instruc- 
tion sound moral and religious con- 
victions, specificially those convic- 
tions of the Christian faith, which 
through the centuries has con- 
stantly shaped the spirit of the 
Western world. 

The European society which is 
now evolving will find its inner 
equilibrium and hold its position 
among other world powers only if 
it possesses an elite imbued with 
the finest human and Christian tra- 
ditions and convinced of the pri- 
macy of the spiritual over even the 
most complex forms of technical 
organization. It is your task, gen- 
tlemen, to work toward the devel- 
opment and flowering of this elite, 
and to give to the Western world 
the vital forces which will help 
them realize their common destiny 
in peace and brotherly cooperation. 








success for the efforts you have al- 
ready made in this noble cause, We Our Apostolic Benediction. 
grant to you and to all who devote 
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As a token of divine favor and of themselves in truth and justice to 
the service of private education, 


* 


A Prayer for Teachers 


O Word Incarnate, Teacher of teachers, our beloved Jesus, who didst deign 
to come into the world in order to point out to mankind, in Thine infinite 
wisdom and inexhaustible goodness, the way to heaven, graciously hear the 
humble supplications of those who, following in Thy footsteps, desire to be 
Catholic teachers worthy of that name, and to guide souls in the sure paths 
that lead to Thee and through Thee to eternal happiness. 

Grant us Thy light, that we may be able not only to avoid the snares and 
pitfalls of error, but also to penetrate into the nature of truth so as to attain to 
that clarity of insight which causes what is most essential to become most 
simple, and therefore best adapted to the minds even of little ones, in whom 
Thy divine simplicity is most clearly reflected. Visit us with the assistance of Thy 
Creator Spirit, so that when we are commanded to teach the doctrines of 
faith we will be able to teach them as they should be taught. 

Give us the power to adapt ourselves to the still immature minds of our 
pupils; to encourage their splendid, youthful energies; to understand their 
defects; to endure their restlessness; to make ourselves as little children, with- 
out giving up due authority, thus imitating Thee, dear Lord, who didst make 
Thyself as one of us without abandoning the lofty throne of Thy divine nature. 

Above all, fill us with Thy Spirit of love: love for Thee, our kind and only 
Teacher, that we may sacrifice ourselves in Thy holy service; love for our 
profession, that we may see in it a high vocation and not merely an ordinary 
occupation; love of our own sanctification, as the chief source of our labors 
and our apostolate; love of the truth, that we may never deliberately betray 
it; love of souls, whom we are to mold and fashion to truth and goodness; love 
of our pupils, that we may train them to be exemplary citizens and faithful 
children of the Church; love for our beloved youths and children, that we may 
feel toward them a true, paternal affection that is more sublime, more delib- 
erate, and more unselfish than that of their natural parents. 

And do thou, O Mary, our holy mother, under whose loving eyes the youth- 
ful Jesus grew in wisdom and in grace, be our intercessor with thy divine Son 
and obtain for us an abundance of heavenly graces, that our labors may 
redound to the glory of Him who with the Father and the Holy Spirit liveth 
and reigneth for ever and ever. Amen. 


—Pius XII. December, 1957. 
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Recent and Interesting .. . 


messages of Pope Pius XII which could 
not be included in this issue .. . 
abstracted for your information 
pending possible publication in full... 


Africa and Europe 


The French government and private industry are doing far more by 
developing Africa’s natural resources than can be accomplished by mere 
protestations of friendship. Africa and Europe may be in conflict over 
immediate interests, but concern for the common good will bring them 
to long-range agreement. Africa’s resources must be developed, for an 
underdeveloped country cannot enjoy complete freedom. It is up to 
more privileged nations to assist others despite difficulties. April 13, 
1958. 


Christian workers 


- May 1 is the feast of St. Joseph the Worker, and each year on that day 


the Vicar of Christ is greeted by members of the Christian Association of 
Italian Workers. Who would have thought, a century ago, that the 
working classes would have achieved the position that they have today? 
At that time enemies of Christ and the Church held themselves out as 
the only champions of the working classes. They would have thought it 
impossible that the Vicar of Christ should celebrate labor’s feastday 
with Christian workers. What joy this sight would have given Pope 
Leo XIII! The advances made by the working classes have been the 
product of Christian teachings. Neither liberty nor security have re- 
sulted from attempts to reach social concord without Christ, since 
materialism and atheism ignore man’s most precious part: his soul and 
eternal destiny. The task before Christian workers is to increase their 
love and esteem for their organization, which should become a school of 
Christian principles and of apostolic action. May 1, 1958. 


War and military service 


The Church rejects the doctrine that force is the only basis of interna- 
tional relations. She opposes war, but she realizes that under certain 
conditions a nation may defend itself. Modern warfare makes the prob- 
lem of national defense difficult and complex, but nations have a right 
and duty to provide for their security against unjust aggression. ‘As a 
result, most young men must serve for a while in the armed forces. 
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Such military service can be beneficial by giving maturity, self-confi- 
dence, and physical vigor; it can also endanger the religious life by 
exposure to vice and by association with bad company. There is urgent 
need for competent chaplains, fatherly priests who know the problems 
of the soldier. May 21, 1958. 


The domestic servant 


The domestic servant does not have the stable and secure position 
she once did, but her position must still be governed by Christian prin- 
ciples. First of all, housework has an intrinsic dignity, because it is 
preeminently human work. The industrial worker, for instance, is 
concerned generally with “things”; the housemaid’s task is to assist her 
fellowmen. But if her dignity is to be recognized, her employer must 
be convinced of the brotherhood of the children of God, while the house- 
maid, in turn, must be faithful in her service of God. Secondly, relations 
between employer and employee should be regulated not only by laws 
of commutative justice but by an exchange of human values: of affec- 
tion, gratitude, esteem, and understanding. Finally, the domestic servant 
must be ever mindful of the importance and gravity of work which con- 
cerns the family’s honor, the harmony among its members, the inno- 
cence and good habits of its children. January 19, 1958. 


Federalism and individualism 


The Council of European Communes is working hard for European 
federal unity. It is also striving to check the curtailment of individual 
and local liberties that tends to follow from the strong centralization 
of modern states. Civil power exists only for the common good, which 
culminates in the autonomous life of human beings. Thus, in attempt- 
ing to achieve even greater international unity through federalism, 
nothing should be done which would hinder individuals in any way 
from developing normally and serving the community freely. Decem- 
ber 8, 1957. 


Religious superiors 


It is a matter of great importance that the superiors of religious orders 
exercise their authority according to the directions of the Holy See. 
It is their duty to lead their subjects with a firm hand. They should 
seek counsel of others, but should not be swayed by majority wishes 
or by current novelties. Among the things proposed to all religious, 
on which superiors must insist, are complete detachment from the things 
of this world, daily conversation with the Spirit of Wisdom, strict 
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observance of the rule. Religious should love their own institutes and 
conform to their rules, but they should realize that all are united in 
the service of the same Church. Thus they should be particularly 
obedient to the See of Peter. February 11, 1958. 


Applied psychology 


On April 10th Pope Pius delivered a lengthy address to the 
thirteenth Congress of the International Association of Applied 
Psychology. He discussed three points: “the definition of the 
human personality from the psychological and moral points 
of view; the moral obligations of the psychologist in regard to 
the human personality; the fundamental moral principles con- 
cerning the human personality in psychology.” Because of its 
technical character, any synopsis of this talk would be mislead- 
ing. An English translation will appear in the Summer 1958 
issue of The Pope Speaks. 


The City of God 


The extraordinary Mission which has just been completed in Milan had 
for its goal the conversion of an earthly city into a “City of God.” This 
is not the work of a few days; the seeds which have been sown must be 
brought to fruition in the course of time. But God has called the people 
of Milan at a crucial time. Nations are parting ways. Men are faced 
with the choice of seeking security either in materialistic technology 
or in a renewal of the spirit’s supremacy. Of course, progress and reli- 
gion are not irreconcilable. Technology need not be restrained, but 
it must not, on the other hand, be allowed to become a tyrant. There 
is work ahead, then, for the Catholics of Milan: they must give greater 
attention to religious education; they must draw their young to the 
Christian traditions of family life; they must extend the influence of 
Christianity among the working classes. November 24, 1957. 


Desert spirituality 


The International Congress for the Study of Oriental Monasticism is 
making an important contribution to historical studies. Even before 
the peace of Constantine, Christians were seeking a life of renunciation 
in the solitude of eastern deserts. Flight from the world was commended 
by the counsel of perfect chastity; it was the surest path to the practice 
of evangelical poverty. Gradually, however, the need for a more formal 
spiritual direction was realized, as well as the necessity of a social 
framework and minimal juridical dependence for those aspiring to 
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perfection. Thus the heremitical life evolved into the “states of per- 
fection.” Today the influence of desert spirituality is felt by all the 
major religious orders. It is love of God that fills monasteries: not 
fear, repentance, or prudence alone. April 11, 1958. 


Employers and Employees 


The chemical industry has done a commendable job of dispelling popu- 
lar prejudices about the occupational hazards to which its employees 
are exposed. More and more employers are subordinating the merely 
economic aspects of production to the demands of man’s spiritual 
nature. Employees must have an interest in their assignments, a pride 
in the product of their labors, a sense of importance in their role. In 
their mutual relations, employer and employee must be governed by the 
law of charity, which is not condescension but genuine concern for one 
another’s welfare. January 10, 1958. 


Bearers of a great tradition 


The Roman nobility have always been held in esteem by the Holy Father. 
He continually reminds them that their social position imposes excep- 
tional duties for the common good. They are bearers of a great tra- 
dition to which the world will not be indifferent if it is shown to rest 
on a sound foundation. Society progresses when the virtues of one class 
spread to others; it decays when the vices of one element disease the 
rest. This is particularly true in matters of marriage, modesty, and 
education. Thus the upper classes may be a force for great good if they 
uphold their traditional values. January 9, 1958. 


Of animals and man 


No one should reproach workers in slaughterhouses simply because 
they must kill animals needed for man’s nourishment. Everything in 
the universe belongs to man. Minerals serve plants; plants serve ani- 
mals; animals serve man. Thus through man everything serves God. 
But in using animals man must occasionally kill them. This is not 
blameworthy and should give rise to no unreasonable compassion. 
Cruelty, of course, is prohibited. And as all belongs to you, you must 
belong to Christ. You do, as a matter of fact, since you owe your being 
to Him. But have you freely accepted his dominion as well? If you 
have, you will abandon sinful ways, make holy sanctuaries of your 
families, and let Christ alone inspire your every action. November 
17, 1957. 
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Peace, Patriotism, and Lourdes 


A Letter of Pope Pius XII to an International 
Military Pilgrimage to Lourdes 


Chers fils 


ELOVED sons, members of 
the various armed forces, pil- 
grims of our Lady! 

We are happy to recognize in 
your ranks, fraternally united in 
a common faith, important groups 
from many countries. 

A single prayer brings you to- 
gether to place before God, through 
the intercession of the immaculate 
Virgin of Lourdes, the intentions of 
your native lands, intentions of 
peace. 

With you are your sick, who join 
the offering of their sufferings to 
your prayers. With you are your 
chaplains to give you their priestly 
assistance. 

From the bottom of Our heart 
We salute your military pilgrimage 
in this jubilee year. 


The service of the Almighty 


What a contrast your group pre- 
sents at first sight! A group of 
young men, dedicated for a time or 
for life to a military career, coming 
to the banks of the River Gave after 
a century to retrace the steps of a 
poor little girl, to receive from her 


June 10, 1958 


lips the exhortations entrusted to 
her by the Blessed Virgin, and to 
meditate on her words and ex- 
ample! 

Are you not in some way repeat- 
ing the adventures of the warriors 
of the Middle Ages who answered 
the call of the humble Maid of Lor- 
raine? Just as Joan of Arc before 
her, Bernadette invites you to the 
service of Almighty God, which is 
the highest of all services and im- 
plies on your part a continual re- 
newal within your hearts. 


Human brotherhood 


What hope arises in Our heart on 
seeing this magnificent spectacle of 
Christian brotherhood among mili- 
tary men of different nations! 

Is this not a sign that, despite 
many obstacles, peace is making its 
way into the hearts of mankind? 


Love of country 


Beloved Sons! Love your coun- 
tries and serve them. This is both 
your duty and the spontaneous de- 
sire of your hearts. 

Then if your hearts are but 
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peaceful, this lawful service to 
your land will become a source of 
good for the world, not a cause of 
rivalries and division. 

And as We have said recently, 
there is but one way of looking 
beyond your frontiers without 
ceasing to love your country. It is 
through the awareness of a su- 
preme reality, the Church. You 
must be a living part of it. (Cf. 
address of February 23, 1958.) 


Glorious traditions 


By your faithfulness to Christ 
and His Church, you will be add- 
ing to the traditions of honor and 
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of grandeur in which your respec- 
tive armies glory, a precious acco- 
lade: that of the love and service 
of peace—a true peace founded on 
order and justice and ennobled by 
Christian charity. 

May the spirit of God fill your 
hearts. May He make you stronger 
in the fulfilment of your duty, and 
more brotherly in dealing with one 
another. We call down a stream of 
His graces upon all of you, beloved 
sons, and upon the officials who are 
leading your pilgrimage. And We 
grant you as Our pledge, Our Apos- 
tolic Blessing. 

Pius PP. XII 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 18, 1958. French text. Translation based 


on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 


This is a letter addressed by Pope Pius to some forty thousand officers and enlisted 
men of the armed forces of a dozen nations, who were participating in an international 
pilgrimage to Lourdes from June 14 to June 16. The pilgrimage was sponsored by 


Maurice Cardinal Feltin, Archbishop of Paris. 
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The Light of the World 


Easter Message of Pope Pius XII to the Whole World 


Sospinti dalla 


OVED by intense longing for 
supernatural light, you have 
come together, dear sons 

and daughters of Rome and of the 
world, in person and in spirit, to 
this place in which the splendor of 
the Resurrection in all its solem- 
nity appears to be renewed with 
a greater vividness. 

Your desire is to draw from 
Christ, the source of truth and life, 
the stream of His restoring light 
and grace. Christ it is who, having 
triumphed over the shadows of 
death, shines out like a bright star 
“over the whole human race: “He 
who returned from the world be- 
low, bathed mankind in the light of 
peace” (Easter hymn). ! 


“J am the light .. .” 


From that happy dawn—long 
foretold and looked forward to 
over the centuries—which saw the 
night of the Passion transformed 
into a day of glory, brightness, and 
joy, the feast of Easter has been 
an unfailing dispenser of light. On 
that day, breaking asunder the 
bonds of death, Christ sprang forth 
from the tomb like a king in vic- 
tory to a new and glorious life, 


April 6, 1958 


thereby freeing the race of men 
from the darkness of error and the 
fetters of sin. 

From that day of glory for Christ 
and of liberation for men, individ- 
uals and nations have not ceased 
to hasten toward Him who, by His 
Resurrection, has put the seal of 
divine authority on the truth of 
His saying: “I am the light of the 
world. He who follows me does not 
walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life” (John 8, 12). From 
every part of the world there turn 
to Him, with ardent hope and long- 
ing, all those who love and believe 
in the light; those who feel their 
spirit weighed down with the an- 
guish of doubt and uncertainty; 
those who are weary of endless 
wandering amid conflicting doc- 
trines ; those who have gone astray 
among the insubstantial shadows 
of the world; those depressed by 
their own and others’ misdeeds. In 
all those who, like yourselves, have 
opened their mind and heart to the 
divine light of Christ, there has 
been renewed the miracle of resur- 
rection to a new life in joy and in- 
terior peace. 

The “Alleluia” which the Church 
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today sings in every place on earth 
and to which you, in an outburst of 
joy, unite yourselves, is the living 
proof that Christ remains the 
“Light of the World,” and will con- 
tinue to be such till the end of time: 
a light of truth, of unity, of life, 
for the generations of men. 


The first element 


At the dawn of creation, from 
the hands of the omnipotent Ruler 
of the universe which, wrapped in 
darkness, was as yet without shape 
or form (Cf. Gen. 1, 2-3), light first 
issued forth and was given place at 
the initial stage of all arrangement 
and ornament, at the very start of 
orderly succession and of life. In 
like manner in the work of restora- 
tion, compared by the Apostle to a 
new creation (Cf. Gal. 6, 15; 2 Cor. 
5, 17), the light of Christ is the first 
element, productive and indispensa- 
ble, of the new order restored by 
the Son of God. 

This means that only through 
Christ and in Christ will man 
achieve his personal perfection; 
through Him his works will be 
truly alive, his relations with his 
fellowmen and with creatures well- 
ordered, his worthy aspirations 
satisfied. 

In a word, through Christ and 
from Christ, man will have fullness 
and perfection of life even before 
there arise on the horizons of eter- 
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nity a new heaven and a new earth 
(Cf. Apoc. 21, 1). 

The same Word of God, who pre- 
sided at the creation of all things, 
visible and invisible, was made 
flesh in order to bring to fulfillment 
the work begun at the dawn of the 
world’s history. Hence, just as 
“without Him was made nothing 
that has been made” and “in Him 
was life, and the life was the light 
of men” (John 1, 3-4), so it is not 
possible to have the gift of truth, 
goodness, harmony and life, with- 
out its having its origin from 
Christ as Master, Sustainer, and 
Model of men. 


Life, peace, hope 


Would that men would acknowl- 
edge the truth of the sentence of 
Christ, “I am the light of the 
world,” and would accept it in its 
full extent which admits neither 
limits nor boundaries. If they 
would thus expose their minds and 
hearts to His divine rays, how 
much life, how much peace and 
hope would blossom in this vale of 
ours! 

On the other hand, if private 
tragedies wound their spirits, if 
skepticism and vanity wither so 
many hearts, if falsehood becomes 
a weapon in debate, if hatred flares 
up between classes and peoples, if 
there is a succession of wars and 
revolts from one end of the earth 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 7-8, 1958. Italian text. Translation based 
on one released by the Vatican Press Office. 

Hundreds of thousands gathered at noon on Easter Sunday, April 6th, in St. Peter's 
Square to hear Pope Pius XIl pronounce his annual Easter message and impart the 
traditional Easter blessing “Urbi et orbi.” 
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to the other, if crimes are com- 
mitted, the weak oppressed, the in- 
nocent placed in chains, if laws 
are inadequate and the ways of 
peace obstructed—in a word, if this 
vale of ours is still furrowed by 
rivers of tears in spite of the mar- 
vels effected by the wisdom and 
culture of modern man, it is a sign 
that something has been taken 
away from the clarifying and en- 
riching purpose of the light of God. 
An invitation 

Let the splendor of the Resur- 
rection, then, be an invitation to 
men to put back the world and all 
that it contains within the life-giv- 
ing light of Christ, and to conform 
to His teachings and designs all 
souls and bodies, peoples and 
states, their organization, laws, and 
plans for the future. Let there be 
no power to prevent this, deriving 
from either foolish pride or the 
vain fear that, in permitting them- 
selves to be inspired by Christ, men 
will lose something of their liberty 
or of the autonomy of their work. 

God who, from the very begin- 
ning, has commanded man to sub- 
due the earth and to labor in it (cf. 
Gen. 1, 28; 3, 23), does not go back 
on His word or intend to take man’s 
place. He means to guide and sus- 
tain him so that His designs may be 
perfectly accomplished, since nei- 
ther God nor man would be satis- 
fied with the existence of a world 
without purpose. Only a life in 
constant progress toward the full- 
ness of truth, justice, and peace 
will suffice. 


The depository of Christ’s light 
But where will men, in actual ex- 
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perience and with certitude, make 
contact with the light of Christ? 
By what visible channels does it 
become a means of illumination for 
mortal eyes, a practical guide for 
action and a ready source of fruit- 
ful work? You, dear children, know 
the answer: the Church founded 
and assisted by Christ is the de- 
pository of His light. It is, there- 
fore, in a true sense, the “Light 
of Light,” a visible and enduring 
reality combining qualities human 
and divine, temporal and eternal. 
To this “city set on a mountain” 
(Matt. 5, 14) Christ has entrusted 
“the word of prophecy, surer still, 
to which you do well to attend, as 
to a lamp shining in a dark place” 
(2 Pet. 1,19). Fix your gaze on the 
Church, then, with the sincerity 
and the prudent judgment of the 
children of light, and not with the 
unwholesome complacency of the 
children of darkness who prefer, 
to their loss, to direct their atten- 
tion on the inevitable shadows 
which accompany all reality which 
contains the human element. Man’s 
shadow, far from extinguishing 
the light of God, places it in yet 
clearer relief. 

What is the light of God that 
shines down on the world? It is the 
vigilant care of the Church con- 
cerning doctrine, its diligence in 
spreading and defending the truth, 
its prudent deliberation with re- 
gard to novelty and change, its im- 
partiality in disputes between 
classes and nations, its steadfast- 
ness in protecting the rights of in- 
dividuals, its fearlessness when 
confronted by the enemies of God 
and of society. 
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A question for our age 


Let each ask himself the ques- 
tion: What would be the present 
state of the world if so great a light 
had not been provided? 

Do you think it could pride itself 
on those achievements, in both ma- 
terial and moral spheres, which are 
summed up under the name of cul- 
ture? Would there still be alive in 
the conscience of mankind that 
widespread sense of justice, true 
freedom, and responsibility which 
animates the majority of peoples 
and of governments? Again, what 
are we to say of the awareness of 
unity of the human family as it 
makes consoling progress in under- 
standing and in actual achieve- 
ments? 

Who, if not Christ, is able to 
gather and fuse within one single 
rhythm of brotherly harmony, men 
so different in race, language, and 
customs, as are all of you now lis- 
tening to Us, as We address you 
in His name and by His authority? 
He, in truth, it is, who having tri- 
umphed over the shadows of death, 
shines out like a bright star over 
the whole human race. 


A title and a responsibility 


But in a manner quite unique, 
Christ sheds His light on the im- 
mense family of believers whose 
glory is in the name of Christ, even 
to the point of accepting a share in 
his divine prerogative. To the 
crowds which were surrounding 
Him, He said, “You are the light of 
the world” (Matt. 5, 14). Such iden- 
tity of mission which has flowed out 
from Christ into His followers, 
constitutes in them a title of great 
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honor, but, at the same time, it in- 
vests their actions with a grave 
responsibility: “Even so let your 
light shine before men,” He adds, 
“that they may see your good 
works, and give glory to your Fa- 
ther who is in heaven” (Ibid. 16). 

But what “good works” more 
useful to the world can be done at 
the present day by all who are 
Christians, than the promotion 
with all their resources of the firm 
restoration of a just peace? Indi- 
viduals and peoples, nations and 
states, institutions and groups, are 
invited by the King of Peace to 
press on confidently in this difficult 
and urgent task for the glory of 
God. To this task there will have to 
be devoted all the immense store of 
intelligence and prudence, and 
where necessary, of unflinching 
constancy, which is at the disposal 
of the Christian world, together 
with the cooperation of all others 
who honestly love peace. Sincerity 
in wishing for peace, promptness 
in the complete discharge of all 
reasonable sacrifices which it de- 
mands, honesty in discussing its 
problems, ought of their nature to 
dispel the shadows of distrust. But 
if—which God forbid—that should 
not happen, it would finally be 
known to whom should be attrib- 
uted the responsibility for the ex- 
isting disharmony. Be, therefore, 
lights of peace in this darkened 
world, and, in every issue, God will 
be on your side. 


Gifts of God 


Behold, dear sons and daughters 
of Rome, of Italy, and of the world, 
the message which today’s Feast 
of Easter brings to you. Believe in 
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the light of Christ and of the 
Church. Love and vigorously de- 
fend these tremendous gifts given 
by God to the world. 

We continue to speak in accents 
of ages long past, but with the ur- 
gency which today’s continuing un- 
certainty demands: “Love this 
light, this desire for understand- 
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ing; thirst after it in order to ar- 
rive at the light by means of the 
light, by |so living in it that you 
never again fall into death,” for, 
“in Thee, O Lord, is the font of life, 
and in Thy light we shall behold 
the glory |without end” (St. Augus- 
tine, Tract 34 on St. John, 3-4: 
Migne, P.L., 35, 1652-53). Amen. 


* 


nduindendieg and Concord 


We thank Your Excellency for your gracious words in presenting this award 
and We ask you to convey to the president of the George Washington Carver 
Memorial Institute [Tuskegee, Alabama] Our appreciation of the kind thought 


that prompted his wish to grant it. 


It is so true—and she has been always deeply conscious of it—that the 
Church has a universal mission, confided to her by God, our Savior, whose will 


it is, as St. Paul wrote: 
the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4). 


"that all men should be saved and be led to recognize 


Down through the centuries she has continued to make her own message 
the same which the intrepid Apostle sent to his brethren from this city of 


Rome: 


"You must be always humble, always gentle; patient, too, in bearing 


with one another as charity bids; eager to preserve that union the Spirit gives 


you, whose bond is peace"’ (Eph. 4:23). 


One then will expect that an association which aims at fostering under- 
standing and concord between peoples will command the Church's sympathy; 
and on the occasion of accepting this award We are happy to express Our 
prayerful good wishes for the success of what the George Washington Carver 
Memorial Institute purposes to do toward attaining the goal so ardently 


desired by all men of good will. 


—Pius XII. February 22, 1958. To James D. Zellerbach, American 
Ambassador to Italy, after Pope Pius had been presented with the 


Carver Memorial Award. 
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A Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood 


Lord Jesus, Supreme Priest and Universal Pastor, Who taught us to pray, 
saying ‘Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into his 
harvest’ (Matt. 9, 38), kindly hear our supplications and raise up many gen- 
erous souls who, animated by Your example and sustained by Your grace, will 
aspire to be the ministers and perpetuators of Your true and only priesthood. 

Grant that the snares and calumnies of the evil foe, supported by the indif- 
ferent and materialistic spirit of the century, will not dim among the faithful 
that lofty splendor and that profound esteem due to the mission of those who, 
without being of the world, live in the world to be dispensers of the divine 
mysteries. 

Grant that religious instruction, sincere piety, purity of life, and respect for 
the highest ideals will always continue to be promoted in youth so that good 
vocations may be prepared. May they be supported by a Christian family 
which will never cease to be the nursery of unspoiled and fervent souls and 
which will ever remain conscious of the honor of giving some of its abundant 
offspring to God. 

Grant that Your Church itself in all parts of the world will not lack the neces- 
sary means to receive, promote, form, and bring to maturity the good vocations 
which are offered to it. 

And in order that all this may be realized, O Jesus, Who art most concerned 
with the welfare and salvation of all, grant that the irresistible power of Your 
grace will not cease to descend from heaven until it has penetrated many 
spirits: first called silently, then responding generously and finally persevering 
in Your holy service. 

Are You not afflicted, O Lord, at seeing such multitudes as flocks without a 
shepherd, without anyone to nourish them with the bread of Your words, with- 
out anyone to bring them the water of Your grace, in danger of being at the 
mercy of the rapacious wolves who constantly lie in wait for them? Do You not 
suffer at seeing so many fields untouched by the blade of the plow, where 
thistles and thorns grow without anyone to fight for ground against them? Are 
You not pained at seeing Your gardens, once blossoming and green, about to 
become yellow and untended? Will You allow such abundant harvests, now 
mature, to shed their grain and be lost for want of arms to gather them? 

O Mother Mary, most pure, from whose compassionate hands we received 
the most holy of all priests; O Glorious Patriarch St. Joseph, perfect example 
of response to God's call; O all you priests, saints who form a beloved choir 
around the Lamb of God in heaven: obtain for us many and good vocations 
so that the flocks of the Lord, supported and guided by vigilant pastors, will 
be able to enter the most sweet pastures of eternal happiness. Amen. 


—Pius XII. November, 1957. 
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The Prolongation of Life 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to an 
International Congress of Anesthesiologists 


Le Dr. Bruno Haid 


R. BRUNO HAID, chief of the 
anesthesia section at the sur- 
gery clinic of the University 

of Innsbruck, has submitted to Us 
three questions on medical morals 
treating the subject known as “re- 
suscitation” [la réanimation]. 

We are pleased, gentlemen, to 
grant this request, which shows 
your great awareness of profes- 
sional duties, and your will to solve 
in the light of the principles of 
the Gospel the delicate problems 
that confront you. 


Problems of anesthesiology 


According to Dr. Haid’s state- 
ment, modern anesthesiology deals 
not only with problems of analge- 
sia and anesthesia properly so- 
called, but also with those of “re- 
suscitation.” This is the name 
given in medicine, and especially 
in anesthesiology, to the technique 
which makes possible the remedy- 
ing of certain occurrences which 
seriously threaten human life, es- 
pecially asphyxia, which formerly, 
when modern anesthetizing equip- 
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ment was not yet available, would 
stop the heart-beat and bring about 
death in a few minutes. The task 
of the anesthesiologist has there- 
fore extended to acute respiratory 
difficulties, provoked by strangula- 
tion or by open wounds of the 
chest. The anesthesiologist inter- 
venes to prevent asphyxia resulting 
from the internal obstruction of 
breathing passages by the contents 
of the stomach or by drowning, to 
remedy total or partial respiratory 
paralysis in cases of serious teta- 
nus, of poliomyelitis, of poisoning 
by gas, sedatives, or alcoholic in- 
toxication, or even in cases of 
paralysis of the central respira- 
tory apparatus caused by serious 
trauma of the brain. 


The practice of “resuscitation” 


In the practice of resuscitation 
and in the treatment of persons 
who have suffered headwounds, and 
sometimes in the case of persons 
who have undergone brain surgery 
or of those who have suffered trau- 
ma of the brain through anoxia and 
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remain in a state of deep uncon- 
sciousness, there arise a number 
of questions that concern medical 
morality and involve the principles 
of the philosophy of nature even 
more than those of analgesia. 

It happens at times—as in the 
aforementioned cases of accidents 
and illnesses, the treatment of 
which offers reasonable hope of 
success—that the anesthesiologist 
can improve the general condition 
of patients who suffer from a seri- 
ous lesion of the brain and whose 
situation at first might seem des- 
perate. He restores breathing ei- 
ther through manual intervention 
or with the help of special instru- 
ments, clears the breathing pas- 
sages, and provides for the artifi- 
cial feeding of the patient. 

Thanks to this treatment, and 
especially through the administra- 
tion of oxygen by means of artifi- 
cial respiration, a failing blood cir- 
culation picks up again and the ap- 
pearance of the patient improves, 
sometimes very quickly, to such an 
extent that the anesthesiologist 
himself, or any other doctor who, 
trusting his experience, would have 
given up all hope, maintains a 
slight hope that spontaneous 
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breathing will be restored. The 
family usually considers this im- 
provement an astonishing result 
and is grateful to the doctor. 

If the lesion of the brain is so 
serious that the patient will very 
probably, and even most certainly, 
not survive, the anesthesiologist is 
then led to ask himself the distres- 
sing question as to the value and 
meaning of the resuscitation proc- 
esses. As an immediate measure he 
will apply artificial respiration by 
intubation and by aspiration of 
the respiratory tract; he is then in 
a safer position and has more time 
to decide what further must be 
done. But he can find himself in 
a delicate position, if the family 
considers that the efforts he has 
taken are improper and opposes 
them. In most cases this situa- 
tion arises, not at the beginning 
of resuscitation attempts, but 
when the patient’s condition, after 
a slight improvement at first, 
remains stationary and it becomes 
clear that only automatic artificial 
respiration is keeping him alive. 
The question then arises if one 
must, or if one can, continue the 
resuscitation process despite the 
fact that the soul may already have 
left the body. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 25-26, 1957. French text. Translation 
based on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This is a response to three questions submitted to the Holy Father by Dr. Bruno 
Haid, chief of the anesthesia section at the surgery clinic of the University of Innsbruck. 
It was delivered during an audience granted delegates to an International Congress 
of Anesthesiologists, meeting at Rome’s Mendel Institute. 

Another recent address to anesthesiologists, delivered on February 24, 1957, 
appears on page 33 of the Summer 1957 issue of The Pope Speaks, under the title 


“Anesthesia: Three Moral Questions.” 
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The solution to this problem, al- 
ready difficult in itself, becomes 
even more difficult when the family 
— themselves Catholic perhaps — 
insist that the doctor in charge, 
especially the anesthesiologist, re- 
move the artificial respiration ap- 
paratus in order to allow the pa- 
tient, who is already virtually dead, 
to pass away in peace. 


A fundamental problem 


Out of this situation there arises 
a question that is fundamental 
from the point of view of religion 
and the philosophy of nature. 
When, according to Christian faith, 
has death occurred in patients on 
whom modern methods of resuscita- 
tion have been used? Is Extreme 
Unction valid, at least as long as 
one can perceive heartbeats, even 
if the vital functions properly so- 
called have already disappeared, 
and if life depends only on the 
functioning of the artificial-respir- 
ation apparatus? 


Three questions 


The problems that arise in the 
modern practice of resuscitation 
can therefore be formulated in 
three questions: 

First, does one have the right, 
or is one even under the obligation, 
to use modern artificial-respiration 
equipment in all cases, even those 
which, in the doctor’s judgment, 
are completely hopeless? 

Second, does one have the right, 
or is one under obligation, to re- 
move the artificial-respiration ap- 
paratus when, after several days, 
the state of deep unconsciousness 
does not improve if, when it is 
removed, blood circulation will 


stop within a few minutes? What 
must be done in this case if the 
family of the patient, who has al- 
ready received the last sacraments, 
urges the doctor to remove the ap- 
paratus? Is Extreme Unction still 
valid at this time? 

Third, must a patient plunged 
into unconsciousness through cen- 
tral paralysis, but whose life—that 
is to say, blood circulation—is 
maintained through artificial res- 
piration, and in whom there is no 
improvement after several days, be 
considered “de facto” or even “de 
jure” dead? Must one not wait for 
blood circulation to stop, in spite of 
the artificial respiration, before 
considering him dead? 


Basic principles 


We shall willingly answer these 
three questions. But before exam- 
ining them We would like to set 
forth the principles that will allow 
formulation of the answer. 

Natural reason and Christian 
morals say that man (and whoever 
is entrusted with the task of taking 
care of his fellowman) has the 
right and the duty in case of seri- 
ous illness to take the necessary 
treatment for the preservation of 
life and health. This duty that one 
has toward himself, toward God, 
toward the human community, and 
in most cases toward certain de- 
termined persons, derives from 
well ordered charity, from submis- 
sion to the Creator, from social 
justice and even from strict justice, 
as well as from devotion toward 
one’s family. 

But normally one is held to use 
only ordinary means — according 
to circumstances of persons, places, 
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times, and culture—that is to say, 
means that do not involve any 
grave burden for oneself or an- 
other. A more strict obligation 
would be too burdensome for most 
men and would render the attain- 
ment of the higher, more important 
good too difficult. Life, health, all 
temporal activities are in fact sub- 
ordinated to spiritual ends. On the 
other hand, one is not forbidden to 
take more than the strictly neces- 
sary steps to preserve life and 
health, as long as he does not fail in 
some more serious duty. 


Administration of the sacraments 


Where the administration of sac- 
raments to an unconscious man is 
concerned, the answer is drawn 
from the doctrine and practice of 
the Church which, for its part, fol- 
lows the Lord’s will as its rule of 
action. Sacraments are meant, by 
virtue of divine institution, for 
men of this world who are in the 
course of their earthly life, and, ex- 
cept for baptism itself, presup- 
pose prior baptism of the recipient. 
He who is not a man, who is not 
yet a man, or is no longer a man, 
cannot receive the sacraments. 
Furthermore, if someone expresses 
his refusal, the sacraments cannot 
be administered to him against his 
will. God compels no one to accept 
sacramental grace. 

When it is not known whether a 
person fulfills the necessary condi- 
tions for valid reception of the 
sacraments, an effort must be made 
to solve the doubt. If this effort 
fails, the sacrament will be con- 
ferred under at least a tacit condi- 
tion (with the phrase “Si capax 
est,” “If you are capable,”—which 
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is the broadest condition). Sacra- 
ments are instituted by Christ for 
men in order to save their souls. 
Therefore, in cases of extreme ne- 
cessity, the Church tries extreme 
solutions in order to give man sac- 
ramental grace and assistance. 


The fact of death 


The question of the fact of death 
and that of verifying the fact itself 
(“de facto”) or its legal authen- 
ticity (“de jure’) have, because of 
their consequences, even in the 
field of morals and of religion, an 
even greater importance. What 
We have just said about the pre- 
supposed essential elements for 
the valid reception of a sacrament 
has shown this. But the impor- 
tance of the question extends also 
to effects in matters of inheritance, 
marriage and matrimonial proc- 
esses, benefices (vacancy of a ben- 
efice), and to many other questions 
of private and social life. 

It remains for the doctor, and 
especially the anesthesiologist, to 
give a clear and precise definition of 
“death” and the “moment of 
death” of a patient who passes 
away in a state of unconsciousness. 
Here one can accept the usual 
concept of complete and final sepa- 
ration of the soul from the body; 
but in practice one must take into 
account the lack of precision of the 
terms “body” and “separation.” 
One can put aside the possibility of 
a person being buried alive, for 
removal of the artificial respiration 
apparatus must necessarily bring 
about stoppage of blood circulation 
and therefore death within a few 
minutes. 

In case of insoluble doubt, one 
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can resort to presumptions of law 
and of fact. In general, it will be 
necessary to presume that life re- 
mains, because there is involved 
here a fundamental right received 
from the Creator, and it is neces- 
sary to prove with certainty that 
it has been lost. 

We shall now pass to the solu- 
tion of the particular questions. 


A doctor’s rights and duties 


1. Does the anesthesiologist have 
the right, or is he bound, in all 
cases of deep unconsciousness, even 
in those that are considered to be 
completely hopeless in the opinion 
of the competent doctor, to use 
modern artificial respiration appa- 
ratus, even against the will of the 
family? 

In ordinary cases one will grant 
that the anesthesiologist has the 
right to act in this manner, but 
he is not bound to do so, unless 
this becomes the only way of fulfill- 
ing another certain moral duty. 

The rights and duties of the doc- 
tor are correlative to those of the 
patient. The doctor, in fact, has 
no separate or independent right 
where the patient is concerned. In 
general he can take action only if 
the patient explicitly or implicitly, 
directly or indirectly, gives him 
permission. The technique of re- 
suscitation which concerns us here 
does not contain anything immoral 
in itself. Therefore the patient, if 
he were capable of making a per- 
sonal decision, could lawfully use 
it and, consequently, give the doc- 
tor permission to use it. On the 
other hand, since these forms of 
treatmént go beyond the ordinary 
means to which one is bound, it 


cannot be held that there is an ob- 
ligation to use them nor, conse- 
quently, that one is bound to give 
the doctor permission to use them. 
The rights and duties of the fam- 
ily depend in general upon the pre- 
sumed will of the unconscious pa- 
tient if he is of age and “suit juris.” 
Where the proper and independent 
duty of:the family is concerned, 
they are usually bound only to the 
use of ordinary means. 
Consequently, if it appears that 
the attempt at resuscitation consti- 
tutes in reality such a burden for 
the family that one cannot in all 
conscience impose it upon them, 
they can lawfully insist that the 
doctor should discontinue these at- 
tempts, and the doctor can law- 
fully comply. There is not involved 
here a case of direct disposal of 
the life of the patient, nor of eu- 
thanasia in any way: this would 
never be licit. Even when it causes 
the arrest of circulation, the inter- 
ruption of attempts at resuscitation 
is never more than an indirect 
cause of the cessation of life, and 
one must apply in this case the 
principle of double effect and of 
“voluntarium in causa.” 


Extreme unction 


2. We have, therefore, already 
answered the second question in 
essence: “Can the doctor remove 
the artificial respiration apparatus 
before the blood circulation has 
come to a complete stop? Can he do 
this, at least, when the patient has 
already received Extreme Unction? 
Is this Extreme Unction valid when 
it is administered at the moment 
when circulation ceases, or even 
after?” 
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We must give an affirmative an- 
swer to the first part of this ques- 
tion, as We have already explained. 
If Extreme Unction has not yet 
been administered, one must seek to 
prolong respiration until this has 
been done. But as far as concerns 
the validity of Extreme Unction 
at the moment when blood circula- 
tion stops completely or even after 
this moment, it is impossible to an- 
swer “yes” or “no.” 

If, as in the opinion of doctors, 
this complete cessation of circula- 
tion means a sure separation of the 
soul from the body, even if par- 
ticular organs go on functioning, 
Extreme Unction would certainly 
not be valid, for the recipient would 
certainly not be a man anymore. 
And this is an indispensable condi- 
tion for the reception of the sacra- 
ments. 

If, on the other hand, doctors are 
of the opinion that the separation 
of the soul from the body is doubt- 
ful, and that this doubt cannot be 
solved, the validity of Extreme 
Unction is also doubtful. But, ap- 
plying her usual rules: ‘The sacra- 
ments are for men” and “In case 
of extreme necessity one tries ex- 
treme measures,” the Church al- 
lows the sacrament to be admin- 
istered conditionally in respect to 
the sacramental sign. 


When is one “dead”? 


3. “When the blood circulation 
and the life of a patient who is 
deeply unconscious because of a 
central’ paralysis are maintained 
only through artificial respiration, 
and no improvement is noted after 
a few days, at what time does the 
Catholic Church consider the pa- 
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tient “dead,” or when must he be 
declared dead according to natural 
law (questions ‘de facto’ and ‘de 
jure’) ?”’ 

(Has death already occurred aft- 
er grave trauma of the brain, which 
has provoked deep unconsciousness 
and central breathing paralysis, 
the fatal consequences of which 
have nevertheless been retarded by 
artificial respiration? Or does it 
occur, according to the present 
opinion of doctors, only when there 
is complete arrest of circulation 
despite prolonged artificial respi- 
ration ?) 

Where the verification of the fact 
in particular cases is concerned, the 
answer cannot be deduced from 
any religious and moral principle 
and, under this aspect, does not fall 
within the competence of the 
Church. Until an answer can be 
given, the question must remain 
open. But considerations of a gen- 
eral nature allow us to believe that 
human life continues for as long as 
its vital functions—distinguished 
from the simple life of organs— 
manifest themselves spontaneously 
or even with the help of artificial 
processes. A great number of these 
cases are the object of insoluble 
doubt, and must be dealt with ac- 
cordins to the presumptions of 
law and of fact of which We have 
spoken. 

May these explanations guide 
you and enlighten you when you 
must solve delicate questions aris- 
ing in the practice of your profes- 
sion. As a token of divine favors 
which We call upon you and all 
those who are dear to you, We 
heartily grant you Our Apostolic 
Blessing. 














The Apostolate of the 
Sick and Suffering 


An Address of Pope Pius XIl to a Group of Invalids 


Davanti a questa 


HIS great multitude of the 

sick, “multitudo magna lan- 

guentium” (John 5, 3), now 
before Us stirs up within Us a feel- 
ing of deep sorrow in that We are 
unable to have even closer contacts 
with sons and daughters We love 
so much. 

What We mean is that We would 
like to listen to each of you, dry 
each and every one of your tears, 
share your worries and sorrows, 
bring a little peace to your minds, 
and lay Our hand on the head of 
each of you in paternal blessing. 


A brief meditation 


Still We are happy that radio 
makes it possible for Our voice to 
reach into every house, move down 
the long rows in hospitals and stop 
for a moment beside each bed, 
where patients suffer and moan: 
some may be confused because they 
cannot see the reason for their sick- 
ness, others disturbed because they 
believe that they are not receiving 
all the care they need or should 
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have; there are those who are 
weary of waiting for a recovery 
that is taking a long time in com- 
ing; and there may even be some— 
God forbid—in a state of despair, 
because they feel sure that science 
has finally just about given up any 
attempt to help them, offering no 
more advice, suggesting no further 
remedies. x 

We are speaking to all of you, 
and We offer a most affectionate 
greeting to each and every one. 
And We invite you to make a brief 
meditation that may help to com- 
fort and strengthen you and to sus- 
tain you in your sufferings; a medi- 
tation on your own lives—first on 
what they seem to be, and then on 
the consoling fact of what they 
really are. 


I 


The world insists on directing its 
short-sighted, superficial, and nec- 
essarily incomplete glance toward 
what you seem to be. 
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You seem alone 


a) To the eyes of the world, you 
seem most of all to be alone. You 
are cut off from the joys of nature; 
perhaps scarcely a ray of sunlight 
makes its way into your little room. 
As a result, you seem to be deprived 
of all the brightness of the skies, 
of all the life and jubilation of the 
fields. 

The brilliance of the dawn, the 
splendor of the fiery noon-day sun, 
the enchantment of a peaceful sun- 
set: all of this seems far away. 
Far away too is the complex and 
stupendous world of art with its 
rich imagination and brilliant in- 
sights: only a faint image and dull 
echo of them reach you. In the 
world of labor, work, production, 
struggles are going on without 
you: you are present, but only at a 
distance and only as passive spec- 
tators of man’s steady progress in 
his struggle to extend his domina- 
tion over the earth. While others 
are putting all of their physical en- 
ergy and their intellectual faculties 
to use, sometimes at the risk of 
their possessions and their very 
lives, you stand apart from the im- 
mense struggle. You are alone in a 
room, motionless on a bed, with 
arms inert and mind incapable of 
long and serious application. 

Even the world of affection seems 
closed to most of you; not only the 
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love that goes with legitimate use 
of the fonts of life that God has 
given to all human beings, but even 
brotherly love, the love of those 
who are bound to you by ties of 
blood. It is not rare for people in 
your position to see themselves 
entrusted completely to strange 
hands, especially if the sickness 
lasts a long time and the methods 
of medical science seem incapable 
of changing the course of the ill- 
ness. Then visits often become 
rarer or become nothing more than 
acts of mercy. 


You seem useless 


b) But there is something even 
more painful to you: you seem to 
be alone and you are suffering 
from the affliction of seeming to be 
useless. The world is like an enor- 
mous machine where everything, 
even the tiniest part, contributes to 
the operation of the whole. Just 
think of the constant work of roots 
in the bowels of the earth; think of 
the waters that pour down from 
heaven and from the mountains as 
vital arteries bringing fruitfulness 
to the fields; think of the life and 
activity of the animals: a network 
of different and complicated func- 
tions, all of them, in the last anal- 
ysis, devoted to the good of all man- 
kind. All mankind in turn seems 
to be at work in a gigantic plant, 
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THE SICK AND SUFFERING 


where no one is useless: from the 
scientist to the priest, from the 
ironworker to the mother of a 
family, from the school-teacher to 
the laboring man. 

In this great factory—the 
world—where many are necessary 
and everyone is or can be helpful 
in some way or other, you seem to 
be useless because you are sick. As 


a result, you may feel not only. 


alone and clumsy, but even trouble- 
some or perhaps detrimental to 
your family and the community; 
you may think that you are an ob- 
stacle to the boisterousness and the 
joy in living of young people; you 
may be given to understand that 
much of the activity of those who 
have to look after you by day and 
watch over you at night has been 
restricted because of you; if all this 
happens, a desolate and crushing 
sadness is almost certain to spring 
up in your heart. And a sigh and 
lament will rise to your lips: peo- 
ple are just putting up with us. We 
are alone, we are of no use to any- 
one, we get in the way of the activ- 
ity and the productivity of other 


people. 
Il 


As a matter of fact, the real situ- 
ation is something very different, 
if we look at it through the pene- 
trating gaze of Jesus. 


Jesus is near you 


a) You are not alone. In fact, 
Jesus Himself, who has promised 
to dwell in every soul that keeps 
His word (cfr. John 14, 23) as if 
it were His own house, can be pres- 
ent in you, can live and work in 
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you. For this reason, do the will of 
God, beloved sons and daughters. 
Who is better able to carry it out 
completely and with the greatest 
simplicity than you? You are not 
asked to act; you are asked to ac- 
cept—always serenely, and even 
joyfully, if that is possible. 

This acceptance of your state is 
the fulfillment of God’s will in you. 
With it, the promised reward is al- 
ready assured: Jesus is with you, 
Jesus is in you. Even when you are 
left all alone, even during the night 
when you cannot sleep and you are 
afraid to disturb the rest of others, 
Jesus is near you. 

Learn to hear His voice, all the 
more perceptible the greater the 
silence. Learn to speak to Him. 
You will feel and see how good the 
Lord is: “Gustate et videte, quam 
bonus sit Dominus” (Ps. 338, 9). 
And you will become more and 
more aware of being mysterious, 
yet living tabernacles of Him; little 
by little the beats of your heart will 
be mingled with and become a part 
of the beats of His. And right here 
on earth—in what seems to be the 
squalid loneliness of your room— 
you will enjoy a kind of foretaste 
of the joy of heaven. 


You have an apostolate 


b) You are not useless. The 
world of the spirit exists alongside 
the material world; within men’s 
bodies dwell their souls, the sub- 
stantial forms of the bodies, and, 
as a result of the love of God, these 
souls have been made to share in 
His very life. 

Who can describe the mysterious 
relationships between souls? Who 
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will ever fully penetrate the inde- 
scribable mystery of the Commu- 
nion of the Saints? 

You cannot talk very much; but 
what an apostolate you can carry 
out, and what fruits of salvation 
and of sanctification you can help 
bring to life and maturity in the 
souls of others with your example! 

Those who come to visit you will 
not hear many words, but they will 
see; they will see your tireless ef- 
forts to remain submissive to the 
will of God; they will see your 
peace and serenity and they will 
discover that these are waters 
which flow from the fountains of 
Jesus our Savior. They will see the 
smile on your lips, a constant and 
deliberate smile. And the tears 
which often you cannot avoid will 
pour forth from your eyes and will 
seem to be pearls; they will seem to 
be the dew that falls on the desert 
of the world and makes it blossom 
forth. 


The offering of your suffering 


And what can We say of your 
suffering? Jesus, who came into the 
world to redeem men—that is, to 
give them life and to give it in 
abundance (cfr. John 10, 10)— 
willed to have this come about by 
means of His Passion. But His 
Passion—and, as a result, the Re- 
demption — must be “completed” 
(Col. 1, 24) by our suffering. 

So you are not useless, beloved 
sons and daughters. The super- 
natural offering up of your suffer- 
ing can help to preserve the inno- 
cence of many, to call many others 
who have gone astray back to the 
right path, to bring light to those 


in doubt, to bring back peace to 
many in anguish. 

Priests are sometimes amazed at 
the results achieved in the weary- 
ing efforts of their arduous minis- 
try: in heaven, they will see to 
whom they owe the unexpected suc- 
cess of their words. We have read 
some letters addressed to the won- 
derful “Center for Volunteers in 
Suffering.” 

A priest, for example, writes: 
“T am still alive . . . to help the 
divine Master and His good Mother 
in heaven to save some soul.” A 
woman makes this remark: “Now- 
adays when so many poor people 
are dying for the liberty of the 
Kingdom of Christ our Lord, those 
of us who are sick must feel, more 
than ever before, that we are united 
in begging God for the peace that 
everyone longs for. .. .” 

Another letter goes this way: “I 
can say that I have experienced my 
deepest joys in suffering ; so I thank 
the good God who has given me this 
great gift, and may it be to the ben- 
efit of souls.” And again: “I have 
offered my whole life for vocations 
to the priesthood; for even here in 
my parish there are very few. I 
have been in a wheel-chair for 
twenty-six years, and I would be 
glad to stay here another fifty to 
help priests to save souls.” 

Another says: “Since all of the 
examinations and tests have been 
completed, I will be operated on the 
day after tomorrow. .. . I feel that 
my heavenly Mother is close to me 
with her powerful aid and this is 
my greatest reward for the suffer- 
ing which I offer to the good God 
joyfully for the good of my soul and 
for all the needs of the Church.” 
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THE SICK AND SUFFERING 


Finally, a steelworker from 
Terni, stricken with a crippling 
arthritis that had made him unable 
to move for eighteen years before 
he died with a reputation for holi- 
ness, made this remark in one of 
his letters: “Sick people should not 
be unemployed; they must always 
work at snatching souls away from 
the enemy of our souls, until the 
complete salvation of all the souls 
in the world is achieved.” 

You are not useless, beloved sons 
and daughters. When those who 
are suffering pray, in a way they 
do violence to heaven and force, so 
to speak, the Heart of Jesus to hear 
their requests. And graces pour 
down on the world; light and love 
come back; life is born again. 


“The Center for Volunteers in 
Suffering” 


We do not want to finish this 
exhortation without first having 


blessed with all the ardor of Our 
paternal spirit all of those volun- 
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teers who have followed the exam- 
ple of a generous priest of the 
Roman Curia in bringing together 
this peaceful throng of the suffer- 
ing of Italy. Our presence at the 
Convention devoted to the tenth an- 
niversary of your Center should 
let you know how eagerly We are 
following the developments of your 
silent but very precious work. 

And you, beloved sons and 
daughters who are sick, keep going 
along the road to perfection on 
which you have started out with 
zeal and trust. May Mary, the Vir- 
gin of Lourdes and Fatima, under 
whose patronage you have taken 
your first steps, accompany you, 
protect you and bring you toward 
ever more luminous goals and to- 
ward ever loftier heights, until you 
are enraptured by the joy of the 
glorious conquest of heaven. And 
now, as a pledge of the most abun- 
dant divine comfort and strength, 
may the Apostolic Blessing descend 
upon each one of you with all the 
love in Our heart. 











Consecration of the Sick to Mary 


O loving and merciful Mother, whose soul was pierced by the sword of 
sorrow (cfr. Luke 2, 35), in our suffering and illness we stand here beside you 
on the Calvary of thy Jesus. 

Having been chosen for the sublime grace of suffering, and being eager 
to complete in ourselves whatever is lacking in the passion of Christ, for the 
sake of His Body, which is the Church (cfr. Col. |, 24), we consecrate to you 
ourselves and our sufferings, so that you may place both on the altar of the 
Cross of thy divine Son, as humble sacrifices of propitiation for our spiritual 
salvation and that of our brethren. 

Accept, O sorrowful Mother, this consecration of ours, and fulfill the 
great hope in our hearts that just as we are sharers in the sufferings of 
Christ, so too We may be able to share His comfort and strength in this 
life and for all eternity. Amen. 

—Pius XII, October, 1957. 
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Two Romes 


Once again We bid welcome to a group of teachers, seekers after truth 
in history, letters and art. 


And truth is beauty—is it not?—reflecting, as it does, the infinite beauty 
of the God of all perfection. 


Your pursuit has led you to Rome; and one well understands that. Have not 
the centuries, the milleniums left the very air of this eternal city pervaded by 
memories of power and magnificence and imperial universality? 


“Romanae spatium est urbis et orbis idem," the Roman poet has it (Ovid 
Fast. L. 2 v. 684). (The area of Rome and the world is one and the same.} The 
stones of her monuments, of her streets and open spaces, speak of world 
conquest, when the glory that was Greece became the glory that was Rome 
(cfr. Horace Epist. 2, |, v. 156-7). It would seem that the splendor of the 
Roman Empire was destined to last for a thousand years. 


Yet those fragments of marble and bronze, and the pages of priceless 
manuscripts of undying literature, only tell the story of times buried in the 
deep past and of a force long since spent. Such is the universal law that 
governs all that is but human and earthly. 


But there is another Rome which, We are sure, you have discovered—a 
Rome settled by the humble fisherman come from Galilee's lake on the foun- 
dation of a God-given faith, that down the long centuries has not only endured 
but, always the same, has grown stronger and stretches its rule farther and 
yet farther, lifting up the culture of nations and peoples quite beyond the 
reach of a pagan mind, and guiding men along the road to peace and 
brotherly love. 


You have come to the center of this Rome, close by the tomb of that humble 
fisherman, and We are happy to have been able to grant your request to be 
received by Us. May you carry from your studies in Rome an abiding mem- 
ory that will refresh and elevate the spirit over many years. 


—Pius XII. To teachers and students of the 
American Academy in Rome. July 3, 1958. 




















Food for Body and Soul 


An Excerpt from the Address of Pope Pius XII to the 
Third National Convention on “Paste Alimentari” 


Vidiamo 


Beloved sons, who are taking 
part in the 3rd National Conven- 
tion on Grain-Foods,! We extend a 
warm welcome to you. Mindful of 
the crisis that is affecting the pro- 
duction of grain-foods, you have 
decided to meet to search for its 
causes and to try to find remedies 
that will, if possible, go to the very 
roots of the problems it has created. 

A large representation of mem- 
bers of the Government, of out- 
standing members of the Senate 
and Chamber, and of scientists ex- 
pert in the hygienic-dietary, eco- 
nomic, and technical sides of the 
problem give assurance that your 
convention will be serious in, its 
aims, practical in outlining the 
problems to be faced, and pene- 
trating in its consideration of them. 
You must point up and—where 
necessary—dispel any prejudices 
that may have arisen from the be- 
lief that certain things were facts 
when they really are not, or from 
inaccurate observation or false in- 
terpretation of situations that 
really do exist. 


Problems and objectives 


Your problem is to look for some 
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means to assure steady activity to 
the factories turning out grain- 
foods, which have recently been 
mechanized and have now reached 
a stage of perfection that gives 
them a production potential far 
above the needs of the market. An- 
other problem is to examine the 
possibilities of reducing the num- 
ber and extent of some of the bar- 
riers that have risen as a result 
of economic regulations covering 
trade between nations; for right 
now, for example, they stand in the 
way of Italy’s regaining, if not first 
place, at least a suitable position in 
the export of products of this kind. 

The Church, which blesses all 
scientific progress and encourages 
all proper use of it by technology 
and business for the benefit of the 
human family, regards your con- 
vention with maternal pleasure. ... 

You have met to study all that 
concerns the improvement of the 
productive process and the most 
reasonable and efficient way to dis- 
tribute your product. We pray that 
God’s abundant blessing will be 
upon your labors, beloved sons. 
May your ability, your good will, 
and your harmonious efforts make 


405 








406 


a real contribution to your investi- 
gations and lead you to the best 
possible solutions to the problems 
that are worrying you. 

And since you wanted a thought 
from Us, here is what We have in 
mind. Man is not an angel, because 
he has a body; he is not an irra- 
tional creature, because he has a 
spiritual soul. And every kind of 
life needs its own special food. 


I 


First of all, it is a good and 
proper thing to work to feed your 
own body and those of other men. 

It is true that the body is mate- 
rial, the body is corruptible. After 
Adam’s fall, there is a mysterious 
law in it: the law of sin. Because 
of this law, the human body is, ac- 
cording to the forceful expression 
of St. Paul “a body of death” (cfr. 
Rom. 7, 23-24), since the body in 
which sin dwells is the cause of the 
death of the soul. This is the rea- 
son for the Apostle’s cry, begging 
to be freed. This is the basis for 
his resolution to “chastise” his own 
body and bring it into subjection 
(1 Cor. 9, 27), lest he be overtaken 
by something unexpected. 


The value of the human body 


But expressions like these do not 
mean that while he is alive man 
should neglect his body, to the point 
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of despising it and practically des- 
troying it. The same Apostle, in 
fact, is very precise in affirming 
the value of human bodies. Being 
creatures of God, they can be of- 
fered as a “living host, holy, pleas- 
ing to God” (Rom. 12, 1). They are 
for the Lord, and the Lord is for 
them (cfr. I Cor. 6, 13). They are 
members of Christ (ibid. 15), and 
temples of the Holy Spirit (ibid. 
19). 

Anyone who listens to such ex- 
pressions could never accuse the 
Church of being hostile to our 
bodies. We must dominate them— 
yes; we must force them to stay in 
their proper place, which is the 
place of a servant and not that of 
lord and master over man. But if 
they are to serve, we must take 
care of them: we must feed them, 
for example. 


Nutrition 


Nutrition, for instance, is an in- 
dispensable physiological function 
and a restrictive program in this 
regard (except for works of mor- 
tification and penance) will, if it 
reaches grave proportions, endan- 
ger, perhaps irremediably, the 
physical health, and sometimes the 
very moral health of individuals; at 
the same time, it will reduce the 
economic productivity of a people, 
and create obstacles to the organic 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 24, 1957. Italian text. Translation 


by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 


This was an address of Pope Pius XIl to a convention of Italian producers of 
“paste alimentari,” various Italian dough-products, such as spaghetti, macaroni, 
ravioli, etc. A lengthy section of this address has been omitted: it discussed in detail 
the various stages in the production of “paste.” 
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development of the human race. 
This is why we pray to our Father 
in heaven according to the teach- 
ing of Jesus: “Give us this day our 
daily bread” (Luke 11, 3). So it is 
a good thing, and a meritorious 
thing, to be occupied with nutri- 
tion ; in this way, you are providing 
for the restoration of the whole or- 
ganism through materials that 
form or repair it and you are fur- 
nishing the energy the organism 
needs. 


II 


But there is another food—the 
food of the soul—that cannot be ig- 
nored, for it is incomparably more 
necessary and more important. 


Living water 


One day the Apostles had gone 
into town to pick up provisions. 
Jesus was tired and worn out from 
his long trip and had remained sit- 
ting by the well of Jacob in the 
area near the town of Sichar. When 
they returned, they found Him in 
conversation with a Samaritan 
woman; she had come to draw 
water to quench the thirst of the 
body, only to find herself near the 
font of living water that flowed 
forth to bring eternal life (cfr. 
John 4, 5 ff.). 

The Apostles invited the Master 
to eat. But He, absorbed as He 
was in His thoughts of the work 
that the Providence of the Father 
had entrusted to Him, answered 
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that He had a food of which they 
knew nothing. And He added: “My 
food is to do the will of Him who 
sent me” (John 4, 34). 


The food of the soul 


Because man is not an angel, it 
is a good thing for him to feed his 
body ; because he is not an irration- 
al creature, it is all the more neces- 
sary for him to feed his soul. The 
food of the soul is to do the will of 
God. 

Now, for everyone, doing the will 
of God means first of all believing 
the truths He has revealed and 
keeping His commandments, what- 
ever the manner He has chosen to 
make them known. 


Be what you are 


Doing the will of God means, for 
you in particular, working to the 
best of your ability in the field of 
“grain-foods.” Don’t think that 
these words of Ours are trite or 
unimportant: everyone has to be 
what he is perfectly and has to do 
what he is doing perfectly: “esto 
quod es, age quod agis.”2 And you 
have dedicated your life, your time, 
your energies to the delicate and 
difficult work of producing “grain- 
foods.” 

To do the will of God also means 
to work with the greatest possible 
honesty and diligence: in produc- 
ing your goods you must avoid even 
the slightest shortcoming or defect 
in your products; in distributing 


*“Grain-foods”—(Ital. paste alimentari)—the term refers to all of the special 
dough products (pasta), such as spaghetti, macaroni, ravioli, etc., that are char- 
acteristically Italian and play so large a part in the Italian economy. The term and 
associated ones will be translated “grain-foods” throughout, but it should be under- 
stood that the term is restricted to this type of grain-food.—Tr. 

* “Be what you are; do what you are doing.” —Ed. 








them you must be careful to avoid 
seeking your own good at the cost 
of harm done to others, and you 
must follow the rules of a healthy 
and holy competition, rather than 
be driven on by greed and envy. 


Love of God 


Finally, in doing the will of God, 
you will be loving God—which is 
“the first and greatest command- 
ment” (Matt. 22, 38). And if the 
just gain, that you have a right 
to expect from your work, makes it 
easier for you to face the labor and 
risks involved but never becomes 
your final aim; if faith in the word 
of God, which confers on the bodies 
of human creatures the title of 
members of Christ, inspires, sus- 
tains, and animates your work, it 
will become a holy work and a 
sanctifying work, for it will be the 
service of God, and an act of love 
of God. 


iil 


Why should We not mention here 
the existence of a bodily food that 
is changed into the food that nour- 
ishes divine life? 


“This is my body” 


It was flour made into dough and 
baked, and then the words of conse- 
cration, “This is my body,” were 
pronounced over it by a priest. And 
now nothing remains of the flour 
made into dough and baked but 
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the appearances, the taste, the col- 
or, the smell, the quantity. For 
what is really there is the flesh 
of Jesus. ‘‘Caro mea vere est cibus” 
(John 6, 56): “My flesh is food 
indeed.” 


Look to Mary 


So, beloved sons, thinking about 
your work has offered us an oppor- 
tunity to meditate and to pray. 
We hope that you will be glad to 
go back to your homes and offices 
with your minds made brighter 
through supernatural light. 

In getting ready for this meet- 
ing, Our eyes happened to glance at 
an inventory of the complete equip- 
ment of the shop of a Roman “ver- 
micellaio”* which was located in 
the vicinity of San Francesco a 
Ripa sometime around 1630. It be- 
gins like this: “First of all a por- 
trait of our Lady, the Blessed Vir- 
gin Mary. Then a press with all 
the bars and attachments...” : the 
other equipment and objects follow 
in order. 

There it is, beloved sons: at 
your work, amid your worries and 
cares, in time of suffering, look to 
Mary. See to it that she, the ten- 
derest of mothers, watches over 
what you are and what you do. 

With this wish, We impart the 
Apostolic Blessing to you, your 
families, and your undertakings, 
as a pledge of the choicest heavenly 
graces. 


* “Vermicellaio”—a maker of “vermicelli,” a very thin type of noodle.—Tr. 
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Aspects of Automation 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to the European 
Committee of Cooperation Among Machine Tool Industries 


Per la prima volta 


OR THE first time the Euro- 

pean Committee of Cooper- 

ation among Machine Tool In- 
dustries has met in Rome, and it 
is with a particular satisfaction 
that We have welcomed your re- 
quest, Gentlemen, to be received 
by Us. 

Founded in 1951 to coordinate 
the study of problems of concern 
to machine tool manufacturers in 
Austria, Belgium, France, Ger- 
many, England, Italy, The Nether- 
lands, Sweden, and Switzerland, 
your committee represents one of 
the first concrete manifestations of 
the spirit which motivated the es- 
tablishment of a European feder- 
ation, which has found a new ex- 
pression in recent agreements with 
regard to a common market. 


Man’s first implements 


The first of man’s implements, 
primitive stone axes—thanks to 
which man almost instinctively 
learned to concentrate the force of 
his blows on a precise point at the 
moment of impact—were already 
the empirical application of one of 
the fundamental laws of mechanics. 
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It is exciting for the historian of 
the sciences to trace from time to 
time across the centuries, in the 
evidence of prehistory or antiquity, 
the appearance of some new imple- 
ment, a humble discovery made by 
the human mind but marking a 
stage in man’s intellectual develop- 
ment, a milestone in his mastery 
of the world. 


Constant revolution 


Even in the past century, before 
the use of electricity revolution- 
ized the practice of metallurgy, in- 
ventions which were the result of 
applied mechanics followed one an- 
other in a slow but steady stream. 

Today the rate of invention and 
discovery has been accelerated to 
such a degree that there is a real 
race in the turn-over of machinery, 
especially that used for the mass 
production of articles of industrial 
construction. : 

This technical progress which 
overwhelms the average person is 
a sign of man’s greatness. And the 
growth of his understanding of the 
realm of nature’s riches justly ex- 
alts him. 
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But it would be fatal for him to 
permit himself to become dazzled 
by material success which does not 
free him from servitude and from 
the tyranny of his passions. 

Now, if it is true that in the 
early stages the machine often en- 
slaved man, who was supposed to 
control it, today machine tools 
have been perfected to a point 
where one can hope that an ever- 
increasing number of workers will 
be freed who have until now been 
subjected to the performance of 
purely material and monotonous 
tasks. 

As a matter of fact, automation 
tends to mechanize the functions of 
control and adaptation necessary to 
the smooth operation of a complex 
process, and electronic devices far 
surpass the human senses in speed, 
capacity, and precision. They can 
record, retain, and make use of a 
collection of data far better than a 
man can. Accordingly, one can ex- 
pect them to be substituted almost 
everywhere in industrial produc- 
tion for men in cases where the job 
has been reduced to a definite num- 
ber of mechanical motions or to 
carrying out a purely material type 
of control.? 
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Increased productivity 


What technical capacities make 
possible today, economic circum- 
stances often make necessary, not 
only because of industrial and com- 
mercial competition, but also be- 
cause the growing needs of mod- 
ern society demand an incessant 
increase in productivity. 

If one keeps in mind that ninety- 
five per cent of the energy used 
today in industrialized countries is 
of mechanical origin, and is no 
longer human or animal as it was 
in past centuries, one can see 
clearly the importance in the mod- 
ern world of the construction and 
perfecting of devices which alone 
can use available energy in ways 
that are economically advanta- 
geous. 


The use of leisure 


Provided that man learns how 
to dominate his instincts and make 
good use of the ample means for de- 
veloping his intellectual and spirit- 
ual life, there is nothing to fear 
from material progress. 

But should man yield to the 
temptation of a life of greater ease 
filled with more and more sensual 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 25, 1957. Italian text. Translation 
based on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This was an address of Pope Pius XIl, delivered at Castelgandolfo during an 
audience granted to delegates to the European Committee of Cooperation among 


Machine Tool Industries. 


This organization was founded in 1951 to coordinate the study of the problems of 
machine fool construction in Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, England, The Neth- 


erlands, Sweden, Switzerland, and Italy. 


As indicated in the footnote on the next page, the Holy Father has discussed auto- 
mation in previous messages covering additional aspects. 
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pleasures, he will gain nothing 
from it except another kind of 
slavery and a certain moral deca- 
dence. 

We hope to the contrary that the 
most profound needs of the soul 
will find their satisfaction in the 
greater amount of leisure time 
available because of modern ma- 
chines. 

Gentlemen, you are destined to 
contribute to the necessities of the 
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present world and to smooth the 
way for an order which can put 
into the service of the greatest 
number, the riches common to all 
mankind. 

Such is the grace that We beg 
of God for you, in pledge of which 
We grant to all here present, to 
your families and to all those who 
are in your thoughts and hearts, 
Our paternal Apostolic Blessing. 








*The unemployment aspects of automation are discussed by the Holy Father in the 
course of two lengthier talks on this subject appearing in previous issues of THE 
Pore Speaks. See Automation: Its Problems and its Prospects, TPS (Autumn 1957) 
v. 4, no. 2, p. 147, and Economics, the State, and the Personal Worth of Man, TPS 


(Summer 1957) v. 4, no. 1, p. 85. 


Prayer to St. Joseph for Workers 

O glorious Patriarch, St. Joseph, humble and just craftsman of Nazareth, 
who gave to all Christians, but particularly to us, an example of a perfect life 
of assiduous work and of admirable unity with Mary and Jesus, help us in our 
daily work so that we also, Catholic workmen, may find therein an effective 
means of glorifying our Lord, of sanctifying ourselves, and of being useful 
to the society in which we live—the supreme ideal of all our actions. 

Obtain for us from our Lord, O beloved protector, humility and simplicity 
of heart, attachment to work, benevolence toward those who work with us, 
compliance with the Divine Will in the difficulties of this life and joy in 
bearing them, consciousness of our specific social mission and sense of our 
social responsibility, a spirit of discipline and prayer, docility and respect 
for our superiors, fraternity toward our equals, charity and indulgence for 
our dependents. 

Be with us in prosperous times when everything invites us to enjoy the fruits 
of our labor in a seemly manner, but be our support also in times of stress 
when the skies seem to close in upon us and even the tools of our work seem 
to rebel in our hands. 

Grant that, following your example, we may hold fast to Mary, our Mother, 
your gentle spouse who was content to work quietly in a corner of your humble 
shop, that we may never turn our eyes from Jesus, who toiled with you at 
your carpenter's bench, so that we may lead a peaceful and holy life on earth, 
the prelude to that eternally happy one which awaits us in heaven forever- 
more: Amen. 


—Pius XII. March 1958. 











The Mission of the Catholic Woman 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to the 14th Congress 
of the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations 


Poussées par 


OU ARE gathered around Us 

today, beloved daughters of 

the World Union of Catholic 
Women’s Organizations, out of a 
desire to offer to the common 
Father, as a token of respect and 
affectionate devotion, the fruit of 
five years of apostolic work and 
generous devotion in the service of 
the Church. We are deeply touched 
by this proof of your filial devotion. 
In expressing Our joy and satisfac- 
tion to you, We congratulate, 
through you, the thirty-six million 
Catholic women who are registered 
members of the national organiza- 
tions which form your Union and 
which you represent here. 

We are pleased, first of all, to 
stress the importance of your asso- 
ciation and the great influence it 
exercises, since you now enjoy an 
advisory status in the Economic 
and Social Councils of the United 
Nations, in UNESCO, in FAO, in 
ILO, in UNICEF, on the Council 
of Europe, and in the Organization 
of American States. You are, there- 
fore, in a position to make known 
to the most varied sectors of public 
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opinion the ideas of the Church on 
the development of the personality 
of the woman and on her mission 
in the modern world. 


THE PROBLEM OF “LA 
PROMOTION DE LA FEMME” 


This problem, commonly referred 
to by the phrase “Promotion de la 
femme,” is a basic preoccupation of 
many international women’s asso- 
ciations—representing attitudes as 
diverse as those of Protestant, 
Marxist, and non-sectarian groups 
—as well as of official international 
organizations. 

'Present-day society is undergo- 
ing a vast upheaval, particularly in 
récently constituted nations. Many 
n@éw problems are arising which 
y@u wish to approach with a maxi- 

m of confidence in a spirit of 
ca@mplete adherence to Christian 
dgctrine. You want to be certain 
that your actions interpret the wish 
of the Church, which puts her trust 
in-you and expects of your efforts 
the Christian renewal of a civili- 
zation contaminated by laicism and 
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Marxism, and bewildered by erring 
religious movements. 


The Catholic woman’s task 


This is why you have asked Us 
to give you directives which will 
guide you in your conduct and offer 
incentive in your work. You can 
and must adopt, without reserva- 
tion, the program of advancing 
womanhood—a program which of- 
fers such great hope to the vast 
numbers of your sisters who are 
still subjected to degrading cus- 
toms, who are still the victims of 
misery, illiterate environments, or 
of a total lack of the means of cul- 
ture and education. But you want 
to see an elevation of woman that 
is conceived on Christian princi- 
ples, in the light of the faith, in the 
perspective of the Redemption and 
your supernatural vocation. 

Your investigations, carried out 
in various countries of Latin Amer- 
ica, Asia, and Africa, have revealed 
to you all too clearly an urgent 
need in those areas which calls for 
a truly understanding and satis- 
factory answer, valid for every as- 
pect of individual and social life, 
and which, above all, can meet real 
spiritual needs. 

To help you in this difficult task, 
We will speak to you of the mission 
and apostolate of Catholic women 
under its three aspects: the apos- 


tolate of truth; the apostolate of 
love; the apostolate of action. 


q 
THE APOSTOLATE OF TRUTH 


THREE BASIC POINTS 


To bring a gravely bewildered 
civilization back to the right road, 
the erroneous principles and ideas 
which determine, in practice, the 
adoption of its attitudes must first 
of all be corrected. In addition, any 
properly conceived apostolate 


should start by taking into consid- . 


eration basic intellectual truths on 
which all subsequent action will be 
based. 

We will limit Ourselves here to 
three basic points which should 
form your personal convictions and 
guide your apostolic activity : wom- 
an’s relation to God; her relation- 
ship with Christ; her dependency 
upon the Church. 


WOMAN IN RELATION TO GOD 


The truth most ignored by men 
of today, at least in their current 
attitudes, and yet most funda- 
mental for you, is the relation of 
woman to God. 

Woman comes from God: it is 
to God that she owes her existence, 
her personal characteristics, her 
earthly task, and the eternal des- 
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tiny which will crown the loyal ful- 
fillment of her mission. This truth, 
which reason discloses, acquires its 
full meaning and absolute certainty 
in the light of faith. This should be 
of considerable help to you when 
you find yourselves at the mercy of 
the ebb and flow of ideas which 
novels, movies, and the theater cir- 
culate among the masses and which 
give a thoroughly distorted picture 
of womanhood. 


The meaning of life 


You are sufficiently aware of the 
teachings of the Catholic Faith on 
the origin of man and woman to 
need no detailed instruction on that 
subject. God created them both in 
His image, that is to say, as intelli- 
gent and free beings, capable of 
knowing Him, of loving Him, capa- 
ble also of perpetuating their kind, 
of dominating creation, and of us- 
ing it to their own advantage and 
in His service. 

This divine origin of the human 
being is not simply an event which 
took place millennia ago; it is a 
present fact, a constant reality, be- 
cause it is God who constantly is 
giving life to each human being, 
who makes him aware of His pres- 
ence, who places in his heart an in- 
vincible attraction toward the good, 
toward the absolute, toward perfect 
beatitude. 

The meaning of human life can 
be summed up in a phrase, “the 
search for God,” the search for 
Him who constantly calls His crea- 
tures to Him so that He can in- 
creasingly heap upon them the 
benefits of the fullness of His life 
and love. 
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Contemporary attitude 


What attitude does the present- 
day world adopt toward this fun- 
damental truth of the divine origin 
of man and woman? You know 
what it is from the direct expe- 
rience you have in your own envi- 
rons and by the studies carried out 
by women’s organizations in differ- 
ent parts of the world on the con- 
dition of womanhood. 

The idea of God seems to be 
superfluous in a world which has 
fallen victim to the work of man’s 
hands, to the power of science and 
technical progress, a world from 
which cumbersome beliefs and su- 
perstitions have been eliminated. 
This atmosphere of atheism, wheth- 
er militant or latent, is a greater 
threat to woman than it is to man, 
both in her personal life and in her 
social role, because—and We will 
return to this point later—oy rea- 
son of her innate inclinations and 
the functions to which she is called 
by nature, woman is more in har- 
mony with spiritual realities. 

She perceives spiritual realities 
more easily, is more conscious of 
them, interprets them and makes 
them felt by others, particularly by 
those entrusted to her care in her 
capacity as mother and wife. Her 
personal dignity and the respect 
due to her are based primarily un 
the necessity of safeguarding that 
spiritual mission, and therefore, in 
the last analysis, on her proximity 
to God. The respect for woman and 
recognition of the true part ‘she 
plays are closely bound to the reli- 
gious concepts of the social group 
to which she belongs. 

You can see, then, what the pri- 
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mary objective of your apostolate 
in the service of truth will be: to 
restore in its integrity faith in God, 
because God is the source of your 
being and the ultimate end that you 
pursue, and because the first step 
toward improvement of woman’s 
position must be to strengthen the 
very principles which are the basis 
of this position. 


A woman’s nature 


Not only did God give life to 
woman, but her personality, in its 
physical and psychological struc- 
ture, also corresponds to the Cre- 
ator’s intent. Both man and woman 
are images of God; in their own 
way they are equal in dignity and 
have the same rights. 

It cannot be claimed that woman 
is inferior. She is called upon 
to cooperate with man in the prop- 
agation and development of the hu- 
man race, and in this task she as- 
sumes the difficult and sublime role 
of maternity. This entails joy and 
sorrow to an uncommon degree, be- 
cause it involves the immense re- 
sponsibility of bringing a child 
into the world, protecting and feed- 
ing it, caring for its growth and 
early education, following it with 
solicitude during the difficult years 
of adolescence, and preparing it for 
adult responsibilities. 

God endowed woman with pre- 
cious gifts which enable her to 
transmit not only physical life but 
also those inner dispositions of soul 
and those qualities of the spiritual 
and moral order which determine 
human character. 

Modern studies of psychology 
testify to the complexity and 
uniqueness of woman’s nature so 
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fully that We need not dwell on 
the subject. These qualities are 
of value in all fields of social and 
cultural life; in these fields they 
even constitute an essential contri- 
bution, and civilizations which ig- 
nore them or thrust their influence 
aside cannot help but undergo more 
or less serious deformations which 
retard their development and con- 
demn them sooner or later to ste- 
rility and decline. 


Consecrated virginity 


Though woman normally ex- 
presses the gift of herself by mar- 
riage and motherhood, she can also 
fulfill the divine intentions in a 
more direct manner and make her 
spiritual riches bear fruit by a 
consecrated virginity, which, far 
from being a withdrawal into her- 
self, or an escape from the burdens 
of existence, fulfills her desire to 
make a more total, pure, and gen- 
erous gift. 

In Christian and missionary 
countries, the woman who re- 
nounces marriage and devotes her- 
self freely to the care of the sick 
and unfortunate, to the education 
of children, and to improving the 
condition of families, thus brings 
to less enlightened minds the pres- 
ence and action of God. In this field 
she acquits herself of her vocation 
with the highest fidelity and maxi- 
mum effectiveness. 


A Christian perspective 


You can easily realize, dear 
daughters, the consequences for 
your apostolate of the principles 
and facts We have called to your 
attention. Since you propose to ex- 
pend all your efforts in raising the 
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status of woman and in developing 
her influence in the social field, you 
should undertake to develop these 
gifts with a Christian perspective, 
which is the only one capable of 
giving them their true and full 
value. 

What marvelous progress there 
would be throughout the world and 
what a radical improvement there 
would be in the social and cultural 
status of nations if all women were 
conscious of God’s dominion over 
them and devoted their influence 
to making this dominion known 
and loved! 


WOMAN IN RELATION TO CHRIST 


The second truth We wish to 
stress as a basis of the Catholic 
woman’s apostolate is her relation- 
ship to Christ. This fact is clearly 
expressed in several places in the 
Holy Scriptures; it is confirmed by 
the very nature of the work of the 
Redemption. How can you save 
others if you do not bring Christ to 
them? And how can you bring 
others to Christ if you do not pos- 
sess Him yourselves? “All are 
yours,” said the Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, “and you are Christ’s” (I Cor. 
8, 22-23). 

This is the deep conviction which 
pervades every Christian soul, gov- 
erns its life, guides its apostolate. 
You transmit to others the truth 
and the grace of Christ. The Gos- 
pel, the sacraments, the liturgy, the 
promises of resurrection and eter- 
nal life apply to you in all their 
fullness, and though it may not 
seem necessary to prove this truth 
in Christian countries, it must be 
made to shine forth in Asia and 
Africa, wherever pagan cults still 
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keep alive concepts of womanhood 
which belittle her or relegate her 
to an inferior position. 

It is enough to read the Gospel 
and the history of the Church to 
realize immediately that woman is 
capable of every form of heroism 
and saintliness, and that in the 
work of the apostolate she has held 
in the past, and still holds, many 
indispensable assignments. 


Husband and _ wife 


The relationship of woman to 
Christ is given special emphasis in 
marriage, and is stressed by St. 
Paul in his letter to the Ephesians. 
He writes: “Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ also loved the 
Church, and delivered himself up 
for her” (Eph. 5, 25). “Let wives 
be subject to their husbands as to 
the Lord. .. . Just as the Church is 
subject to Christ, so also let wives 
be to their husbands in all things” 
(Ibid. 5, 22-24). 

By raising marriage of the bap- 
tized to the dignity of a sacrament, 
Christ conferred incomparable dig- 
nity upon the husband and the wife 
and assigned to their union a re- 
deeming function. 

When St. Paul affirms that wom- 
en must be subject to their hus- 
bands as the Church is subject to 
Christ, he makes very clear the 
difference between husband and 
wife, but in so doing he illustrates 
the force which links them and 
maintains the indissolubility of the 
bond uniting them. 

Modern states and those young 
nations which have obtained inde- 
pendence since the last war or still 
aspire to it, show an increasing ten- 
dency to introduce into their cus- 
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toms and legislation a concept of 
equality between man and woman 
in the family and on the social, po- 
litical, and professional levels. This 
development has legitimate aspects 
and others which are less legiti- 
mate, particularly when they are 
inspired by materialistic princi- 
ples. We do not wish to treat such 
a vast question here, but We simply 
remind you that your apostolate 
must firmly maintain the Christian 
concept of the wife and the part 
which woman must play in family 
life. Only this concept among all 
the others inspires mutual esteem, 
unqualified devotion, complete fidel- 
ity, and, above all, a love that is 
ready to sacrifice and forgive. 


The Mother of God 


The union between Christ and 
the woman has its greatest charm 
and most perfect fulfillment in the 
person of the Virgin Mary. “And 
the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us” (John 1, 14). It was 
through the Virgin Mary that God 
assumed human nature and joined 
the race of the sons of Adam. Her 
dignity as Mother of God brought 
singular graces and extraordinary 
privileges upon Mary: preservation 
from original sin and all personal 
fault, the splendor of the virtues 
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, an 
intimate participation in all the 
mysteries of the life of Christ, in 
His sufferings, in His death and 
resurrection, in the continuation of 
His work within the Churth, and in 
His Sovereignty over all creatures. 
She was given all this because she 
was the Mother of God, and because 
as such she was called upon to play 
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a unique role in the redemption of 
the world. 

What are the consequences of all 
this for you and your apostolate? 
First, you should derive from it a 
great pride in your sex. It was a 
woman whom the power of the 
Most High covered with His shad- 
ow; it was a woman from whom the 
second person of the Trinity took 
flesh and blood, without the coop- 
eration of man. Though life shows 
the depths of vice and degradation 
to which women may sometimes 
sink, Mary shows the heights to 
which women can rise, in Christ 
and through Christ, attaining a 
position far above all other crea- 
tures. 

What civilization or religion has 
ever urged women to attain such 
heights and such perfection? Mod- 
ern humanism, laicism, Marxist 
propaganda, the most developed 
and widespread non-Christian cults 
offer nothing comparable to this 
vision, so glorious and so humble, 
so transcendent and yet so easily 
accessible! 


The ideal of womanhood 


We wanted to outline for you the 
ideal of womanhood as faith pre- 
sents it; you find it in Mary and 
it can be explained by the intimacy 
of the bonds which united her to 
Christ. In the conduct of your per- 
sonal life and in the exercise of 
your apostolate, never lose sight of 
her example. Let it inspire your 
words, your attitudes, and your ef- 
forts in your work of emphasizing 
the dignity of woman and the no- 
bility of her mission. 

However, it is not enough simply 
to know Mary and her greatness. 














One must also draw closer to her 
and live in the light of her presence. 
It would be almost a contradiction 
if a Catholic woman working in the 
apostolate did not foster fervent 
devotion for the Mother of God. 
Devotion to Mary will make possi- 
ble in you a better understanding 
of Christ and a more intense union 
with His mysteries. You will re- 
ceive Christ from the arms of His 
Mother and she will permit you to 
love and imitate Him. Pray to her 
that she might give you the 
strength to follow Him to the end 
with faith and ardent love! Pray 
to her that she might help you to 
lead today’s women along the road 
that leads to Him! 


WOMAN’S DEPENDENCE 
UPON THE CHURCH 


As soon as she enters into apos- 
tolic work, the Catholic woman im- 
mediately finds herself faced with a 
swarm of ideas, opinions, trends, 
and systems which call for her at- 
tention on all sides. It is important, 
then, that she have facility in ori- 
enting herself according to the cir- 
cumstances she encounters. For 
this she must have firm standards 
by which to map out a course of 
action, as well as the necessary 
moral strength to remain faithful 
to it-and to discover and correct 
errors which may occur. Where 
can she find these established 
standards of thought and action ex- 
cept in the heart of the Christian 
community, in the Catholic 
Church? 


Teaching authority of the Church 


The Church is, by the will of its 
divine Creator, the depository, 
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custodian, and only authoritative 
interpreter of supernatural revela- 
tion. The teaching authority which 
it exercises with regard to this 
sacred trust entails the right to 
adjudge all truth, since the eternal 
destiny of man is single and noth- 
ing in his life escapes this finality. 
Cultural, political, social, and mor- 
al realities influence the whole ori- 
entation of man’s conduct. The 
Church, entrusted with the mission 
of leading man to God, and possess- 
ing the infallible means of discern- 
ing good from evil, is capable of 
assessing the true value of intellec- 
tual and moral principles and that 
conduct which corresponds to the 
requirements of truth in concrete 
circumstances of individual and so- 
cial life. 

Hence, both in her personal con- 
duct and in the exercise of her 
apostolate, the Catholic woman 
must take care to remain in close 
contact with the source of life and 
light which the Lord has placed in 
His Church. As long as woman 
remains under the Church’s direc- 
tion, accepts its teachings and ob- 
serves its directives, she will enjoy 
a most precious security which will 
give to all her undertakings an 
authority and stability similar to 
that of the Church itself. 

Some have wished to limit the 
jurisdiction of the ecclesiastical 
magisterium to the field of princi- 
ples, and to exclude it from the do- 
main of facts, of concrete life. They 
claim that the latter is the responsi- 
bility of the layman, that there the 
layman is on his own ground and 
brings to bear a competence which 
is lacking to ecclesiastical author- 
ity. 
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We will simply repeat that this 
position cannot be sustained. Where 
there is a question not merely of 
ascertaining the existence of a ma- 
terial fact, but of evaluating the 
religious and moral implications 
which the fact entails, the super- 
natural destiny of man is at stake, 
and, therefore, the responsibility 
of the Church is most certainly in- 
volved. The Church can and must, 
by virtue of its divine mission, 
define the extent of truth and error 
involved in a given line of conduct 
or a particular manner of acting. 


Union of members and head 


Though the Church refuses to 
allow the extent of its activity to 
be unduly limited, it does not 
thereby suppress or diminish the 
freedom and initiative of its chil- 
dren. The ecclesiastical hierarchy 
is not the whole Church, and it does 
not exercise its power from with- 
out as does civil authority, for ex- 
ample, which deals with its sub- 
jects only on a legal basis. 

You are members of the Mystical 
Body of Christ, joined to it as a 
member to a body animated by one 
Spirit, living one and the same life. 
The union of the members with the 
head does not imply that they abdi- 
cate their autonomy or renounce 
the exercise of their functions. On 
the contrary, it is from the head 
that they receive the constant im- 
pulse which enables them to act 
with strength and precision, in per- 
fect coordination with the other 
members, to the benefit of the 
whole body. 

May Catholic women rejoice to 
belong with their whole being to 
the Body of the Church, as free and 
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responsible people, certain, on their 
part, of the tasks which are re- 
served to them, and which con- 
tribute to the Church’s growth and 
expansion! 


I 
“HE APOSTOLATE OF LOVE 


The apostolate of truth, for 
which We have outlined a few di- 
rectives, would remain ineffective 
to a great extent were it not ex- 
tended into the apostolates of love 
and action. These two apostolates, 
in fact, constitute two aspects of 
one and the same reality, because 
true love desires to express itself 
in deeds, whereas what seem to be 
the most heroic acts are valueless if 
they are not also messengers of sin- 
cere love. 

However, since woman is by na- 
ture called upon to manifest the 
presence and the role of affection, 
We must give this very special at- 
tention and define the place it holds 
in the apostolic activities of your 
associations. 


CHARITY INSPIRES DEEDS 


Let us first of all recall what the 
Catholic apostolate is and what are 
its means of action. 

You know that it is not simply 
the transmission of doctrine, of a 
broad outline of dogmas and rules 
of conduct. However necessary 
such teachings may be, they consti- 
tute but the foundation stone: the 
essential thing is the practice of 
these truths in living charity which 
inspires good works and is abso- 
lutely required for the plenitude of 
faith. The person who exercises the 
apostolate must obviously be filled 
with this charity; he passes it on 














as he teaches the Gospel, or even 
before this. It is charity which he 
will see come to life and bloom in 
the hearts of his protegés, like a 
flower grown from the seed he has 
planted. The first token of success 
in your apostolate will be your pos- 
session in abundance of this treas- 
ure of the love of God which pene- 
trates human love, develops it, 
sanctifies it, and renders it capable, 
through the most humble signs, of 
reaching those regions of the soul 
where the free and responsible per- 
son renounces his pride, selfishness, 
and disordered attachments in or- 
der to surrender to the divine love 
which envelops him and leads him 
forward according to its own de- 


signs. 
The grandeur of love 


If your charity is to attain this 
result, it will probably set out on 
roads which are long and strewn 
with obstacles, for do not expect to 
make the gifts of God accepted and 
understood by sinning men, blinded 
by their passions, unless you have 
carefully prepared them for it. 

The economy of the Redemption 
disposes human beings to receive 
and bear the divine; it accepts them 
as they are, in their misery and 
weakness, and undertakes to renew, 
purify, and perfect them, just as a 
mother accepts the child God has 
given her, loves it and devotes her 
time and strength to it, that one day 
it may become a man ready to 
face life. The grandeur and hero- 
ism of love are normally measured 
by its faithfulness in providing all 
the necessities of life, with great 
delicacy and to the smallest detail, 
for those in one’s care. 
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HELP TO NEEDY PEOPLES 


You have learned in your inves- 
tigations that your help is needed 
on behalf of the world’s needy peo- 
ples in three fields: spiritual, cul- 
tural, and material. Only a pro- 
gram carried out simultaneously in 
these three fields can effectively 
prevent the progress of material- 
ism, communism, and pagan sects. 

The work of evangelization 
would be betrayed if it were limited 
to a simple proclamation of the 
Christian message and neglected 
its practical implications, particu- 
larly those which the social doctrine 
of the Church has made evident. 
True charity requires that you love 
men as Christ loves them—He who 
could not send His listeners home 
before they had something to eat, 
lest they faint on the way (Mark 
8, 8). 

But people must realize without 
question that your attentions are 
inspired by love of God, and not 
simply by natural pity or sym- 
pathy. It matters little whether or 
not you awaken in your neighbor a 
feeling corresponding to your ef- 
forts. You do not work to win 
gratitude or approval. Let your 
disinterestedness be a sign of your 
purity of intention, as St. Paul sug- 
gests in his well-known hymn to 
charity: “Charity is patient, is 
kind; charity does not envy, is not 
pretentious, is not puffed up, is not 
ambitious, is not self-seeking, is 
not provoked; thinks no evil, does 
not rejoice over wickedness, but 
rejoices with the truth; bears with 
all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things” (J 
Corinthians 18, 4-7). 
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The call of God’s Kingdom 


Charity will also help you to 
sense instinctively the needs of 
your neighbor. It will make you 
aware of the call of the Kingdom 
of God and will indicate to you 
those critical areas in which your 
intervention is most needed. I¢ will 
permit you to overcome your ap- 
prehensions and to conquer that 
indolence which relies on others to 
do the most tiring work or to show 
the greatest initiative. It will sug- 
gest to you the means best suited 
for attaining your goal. 

The most sincere dedication must 
not give way, without discernment, 
to impulsive action; it must accept 
regulation and clearly defined lim- 
itations. One sometimes meets very 
generous souls who are incapable of 
moderating their impulses, of ac- 
cepting the counsel of discretion 
and prudence, of leaving necessary 
freedom of action to others, or ac- 
cepting the restrictions that must 
come with any kind of cooperation. 
It is not always easy to renounce a 
particular good which gives a per- 
sonal attraction and satisfaction, 
and submit to the austere demands 
of the common good. In brief, let 
your charity be judicious and well 
ordered. 

Here you perceive the impor- 
tance of what We said previously 
concerning submission to the 
Church and her directives; this 
submission is all the more neces- 
sary since woman’s nature makes 
her more amenable to the influence 
of emotional factors. 


GROWTH OF CHARITY 


One of the normal consequences 
of the apostolate of charity will be 
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its growth and purification within 
you. Among the conclusions to the 
first study of Latin America that 
was undertaken by the World Un- 
ion of Catholic Women’s Organiza- 
tions, you noted the fact that Latin 
America’s spiritual, familial, and 
social heritage embodies a deep- 
rooted basic religious sentiment, a 
strong spirit of sacrifice in the 
woman, an obvious generosity, and 
a great desire for development. 

We are certain that similar ob- 
servations could be made of many 
other regions. Generally, the wom- 
en you deal with already possess 
undeniable spiritual resources 
which have often remained hidden 
and undeveloped because of their 
condition of life. Do not approach 
them with a feeling of superiority, 
as if you had everything to give 
them and nothing to receive. 

True charity, on the contrary, ef- 
faces itself in the presence of the 
person it approaches. It seeks to be 
receptive to the greatest degree, to 
enhance and cultivate what another 
has to give. It is thus open to self- 
improvement even when in contact 
with the poorest and most needy 
people. 


The law of love 


For this is the profound law of 
love, that it wishes the happiness of 
the beloved and his betterment. Its 
principle of growth urges detach- 
ment from self: instead of believ- 
ing that it alone can fully satisfy 
its neighbor, it realizes its lack of 
power and relies more and more on 
the activity of Him who alone pos- 
sesses all hearts, God. 

When it reaches its full growth, 
divine charity will easily preserve 
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the unity and harmony of those 
duties and affections which occupy 
your heart. Without neglecting any 
of your duties to your family and 
your social environment, you will 
still find abundant time and oppor- 
tunity to devote yourselves to the 
apostolic activities which the serv- 
ice of the Church calls for. 


Ii 


THE APOSTOLATE OF ACTION 


We thus reach the third part of 
this address: the apostolate of ac- 
tion. Enlightened by the truths of 
faith, and motivated by an ardent 
and burning love of God which is 
ready for any sacrifice, you will 
communicate supernatural gifts to 
those around you; through your 
advice, example, and actions you 
will become for others a guiding 
light, a sustaining and encourag- 
ing force. 

Here again, Catholic doctrine 
and the centuries-old experience of 
the Church provide you with valu- 
. able norms which will orientate 
your apostolate and give it in- 
creased effectiveness. We _ will, 
therefore, first consider some of the 
general characteristics of your ac- 
tion, and then We will give you 
some specific directives. 


NEED FOR ACTION 


We believe that the first point to 
be remembered is the need for ac- 
tion, action clearly conceived and 
strongly desired. You must reject 
every attitude of passive accept- 
ance or indifference, every form of 
apathetic quietism. 

You cannot in any way expose 
yourselves to the reproaches of the 
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Master who takes His servant to 
task because he has buried his tal- 
ent in the earth instead of making 
it bear profit (cf. Matt. 25, 24-27). 
Imitate rather the Good Samaritan 
of the parable (cf. Luke 10, 30-37) 
who understood his duties to his 
neighbor and whom the Lord set as 
an example to His questioner, say- 
ing: “Go and do likewise.” 


INITIATIVE 


But it is not your intention to 
give help only when the immediate 
need arises. You aim at active ini- 
tiative and spontaneous devotion; 
you follow in the footsteps of the 
Lord, who was not compelled to 
come to earth and, in doing so, 
merely obeyed the tendencies of His 
merciful kindness. May all your 
actions constantly correspond to 
the impulse of generosity inspired 
by a love which is thoroughly un- 
selfish ! 

Furthermore, Christ, before as- 
cending into Heaven, entrusted to 
His Apostles and through them to 
His whole Church, the task of 
preaching the Gospel to the world 
in His name. Every Christian must 
therefore realize that part of this 
responsibility rests on his shoulders 
and that no one can assume it in 
his stead! 


UNIVERSALITY OF ACTION 


A third characteristic of your ac- 
tion will be its universality. It is 
your duty to assist others as oppor- 
tunities and needs arise. This uni- 
versality is expressed partially by 
the work which each of you do, but 
it is obviously expressed more in 
your Union considered as a whole. 

When thirty-six million Catholic 
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women throughout the world work 
for the fullfillment of a common 
program based on the demands of 
faith and Christian living, their as- 
sociation must necessarily bear the 
mark of that catholicity which is at 
the base of its very origin. Why 
call an international congress, ex- 
change the ideas and experiences of 
different countries for the past five 
years, unless precisely to affirm the 
universality of your action? 


Be not discouraged 


Let us point out a typical char- 
acteristic which differentiates your 
Union from other international 
women’s groups. Ultimately it is 
God Himself who enhances all your 
undertakings and makes them ef- 
fective and successful. His Provi- 
dence, with its unforeseeable ways, 
is always surrounded by a halo of 
mystery. If, on occasions, results 
do not correspond to your expecta- 
tions, if insurmountable obstacles 
stop your advance in some direc- 
tion, if your purest intentions are 
misinterpreted, you still have no 
reason to give way to discourage- 
ment. 

You may rest assured that none 
of your efforts are lost, because 
God sees them and takes them into 
account. He also has His plans; He 
sees the entirety of His work and 
disposes of its various elements 
as He deems fit. Leave the final 
decisions to Him, then, without 
slackening your step or failing in 
any way in what He expects of 
you. Thus you will also more easily 
avoid the bitterness and envy that 
might disturb the cordiality and 
harmony of your relations with 
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others who share the same field of 
apostolate. 

Regarding the field of your apos- 
tolate itself and the work it in- 
volves, We have noticed that for a 
few decades it has been spreading 
continuously in almost all direc- 
tions. 

This has been and continues to 
be due to the most diverse of causes 
—industrialization, social upheav- 
als, increases in the standards of 
living and culture, and the creation 
of new branches in technical fields. 
At present women are to be found 
in almost all the professions, in cul- 
tural, social, and political organi- 
zations and in international organ- 
izations. Like others, the Catholic 
woman also plays her part in these 
movements; she cannot and must 
not evade it. On the contrary, she 
must assume her responsibilities in 
all these fields of action and face 
the requirements of an effective 
apostolate. 

In all those areas where the 
Catholic woman works—in the 
family, as wife and mother; in the 
schools, as teacher; in legislative, 
administrative, and legal bodies; in 
international relations—she must 
follow the specific religious and 
moral principles which the Church, 
and particularly the Popes, have 
usefully and clearly defined. When 
circumstances were not sufficiently 
clear, they ‘have usually indicated 
the limits which should not be over- 
stepped. 


EXHORTATION 
TO THE APOSTOLATE 


The Apostolic See does not sim- 
ply tolerate your action; it enjoins 
you to exercise the apostolate, to 
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devote your efforts to fulfilling the 
Christian’s great missionary duty, 
that all the lost sheep may be as- 
sembled in one fold and under one 
shepherd (cf. John 10, 16). 

Individual initiative has its place 
along with action that is organized 
and applied through various associ- 
ations. This initiative of the lay 
apostolate is perfectly justified even 
without a prior explicit “mission” 
from the hierarchy. The mother of 
a family who devotes herself to the 
religious formation of her children, 
the woman who devotes herself to 
charitable works, the one who 
shows courageous fidelity in guard- 
ing her dignity or the moral climate 
of her environment, all practice a 
real apostolate. 

Personal initiative plays a great 
part in protecting the faith and 
Catholic life, especially in countries 
where contacts with the hierarchy 
are difficult or practically impossi- 
ble. In such circumstances, the 
Christians upon whom this task 
falls must, with God’s grace, as- 
sume all their responsibilities. It is 
clear, however, that—even so— 
nothing can be undertaken against 
the explicit and implicit will of the 
Church or contrary in any way to 
the rules of faith or morals, or to 
ecclesiastical discipline. 

We are happy to see members of 
the young associations of Africa 
and Asia among you. These asso- 
ciations are now faced with con- 
siderable and arduous tasks, for 
the fulfillment of which they need 
the help of their more experienced 
sisters. We do not doubt that this 
Congress will strengthen bonds of 
solidarity and give them the assur- 
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ance of effective help within the 
framework of your Union. 


Latin America 


Insofar as Latin America is con- 
cerned, it would seem that prompt 
action is needed in two directions. 
The first is that of safeguarding 
against the spread of doctrines 
propagated by non-Catholic sects, 
a faith which has often become 
superficial and lacks sufficient 
priests to sustain it. You propose, 
therefore, to develop personal re- 
ligious convictions and take care of 
the development of a Christian way 
of life. 

In the second place, you propose 
widespread social action to improve 
the seriously inadequate position of 
a great part of the rural population 
and important areas of the urban 
population. It is an urgent matter 
to stimulate the leading classes to 
an awareness of the demands of 
social justice and the necessity for 
personal dedication in the tasks of 
charitable assistance. But above 
all, the formation of a popular 
elite in rural and urban classes 
should be undertaken without de- 
lay, in order that they might work 
from within like yeast mixed with 
dough. Such an elite would play a 
valuable role in improving the re- 
ligious and social standards of 
abandoned people. 


International organizations 


At the beginning of this dis- 
course We emphasized the fact that 
the World Union of Catholic Wom- 
en’s Organizations has an advisory 
status in several international or- 
ganizations. It can therefore, in 
neutral circles, voice Catholic opin- 
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ion on the development of woman’s 
personality and her mission in the 
modern world. We hope that you 
will be able to draw profit from 
these relations and increase your 
sphere of influence. 

This undoubtedly is an indirect 
form of apostolate, but it is of the 
greatest importance. Even if all 
the positive results one hopes to 
reach cannot be attained, it is often 
possible to prevent the formation 
of deviations or of dangerous 
trends. 


Confidence for the future 


As We conclude this discussion, 
We thank the Lord for all that He 
has already done for your associ- 
ations, and look confidently to the 
future. True, serious threats still 
hang over a humanity which is 
divided into hostile blocs and grap- 
ples with the advancing menace of 
a ruthless materialism which, in 
the form of selfish enjoyment of 
earthly goods, or the more repul- 
sive form of collective oppression 
of whole peoples and nations, pre- 
tends to give man back to man by 
separating him completely from 
God. 

You, on the other hand, want to 
bring the message of Redemption 


a 
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on both temporal and spiritual 
planes to individuals, families, and 
societies by the united action of all 
Catholic women who, thanks to 
your Union, are becoming more 
conscious of their common mission, 
of their vocation—as living mem- 
bers of one Church—to make the 
reign of Christ penetrate every- 
where. 


The Holy City 


To you the final triumph of the 
Christian faith may still seem far 
away, but you are aware that the 
stones for the Holy City, where one 
day all the children of the Father 
will be gathered together in joy 
and love, must be gathered one by 
one. The building is rising slowly 
but surely. Far from allowing 
yourselves to be swayed by doubt 
or pessimism, remember that the 
Lord has promised His constant 
help and His glorious coming. “In 
the world you will have affliction. 
But take courage, I have overcome 
the world” (John 16, 33). 

As a token of divine protection 
and of Our fatherly affection, We 
grant you, for yourselves and for 
all the members of your Union and 
their loved ones, Our Apostolic 
Benediction. 














The Springtime of History 


An Address of Pope Pius XIl to the 
Youth of Italian Catholic Action 


Ancora una volta 


NCE again this vast square 
(O) ovens its arms and welcomes 

a host of joyful souls on this 
day that is sacred to the glorious 
Patriarch St. Joseph, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin. 

A few minutes ago the sound of 
your cheers came to Our ears, pen- 
etrating as far as the study where 
We work every day—cheers of con- 
scious faith, of love, of absolute 
loyalty to Christ, to His Vicar on 
earth and to the whole Church. 
And now, while Our voice reaches 
you and penetrates your souls, a 
perfect and almost religious silence 
pervades the square, making your 
firm and unshakable unity all the 
more impressive. 

We sense the beatings of your 
hearts and the sentiments of your 
souls.: This harmony of hearts and 
this fusion of your youthful life 
with that of the Pope, once again 
provides an accurate measure of 
the indestructible, dynamic, and 
ever growing vitality of the 
Church. 

We wish those who fear for the 
fate of the Church were here in this 
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square. We wish those who predict 
impossible collapses, or who dream 
of groundless death-struggles for 
the Mystical Body of Christ, were 
here to contemplate this superb 
spectacle. 

Let them come and see. Can the 
Church, young men and women, be 
moving toward her destruction? 
How can one speak of death as 
long as the flame of life burns and 
as long as the vitality of youthful- 
ness like your own continues—as it 
always will? 


Youth of Catholic Action 


Ninety years have passed since 
the birth of your association; and 
the Common Father must express 
His congratulations and good 
wishes to His sons. 

The small group of those days 
has grown and has become a power- 
ful and peace-loving army. It is 
true that there has not always been 
light and victory throughout your 
already long history. Youth is gen- 
erous, enthusiastic, and exuberant. 
It is therefore difficult for it to 
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avoid excesses, which are almost 
always due to ill-balanced impetu- 
osity. But the youth of Catholic 
Action has always checked itself 
and today wishes to apply, in dis- 
cipline and order, its dedication to 
the cause of God and to the Church. 

We, therefore, have the right to 
proclaim today, before all, that you 
wish to be the most brilliant youth 
of Italy, the boldest and the strong- 
est youth, the most ardent and the 
purest. 

Anyone who thinks that these 
words are but the understandable 
expression of Our paternal affec- 
tion for you should look at your 
faces and peer into your souls. 
There is so much frankness and 
candor in your eyes; there is so 
much light of conviction and faith 
in your minds, so much tranquility 
and peace in your hearts, so much 
joy of living in your souls. 

We thank you, beloved young 
men and young women, for your 
presence here, for your enthusi- 
asm, for your firm intention to con- 
tinue on your way untroubled and 
full of confidence. 

For Us the date of this solemn 
celebration is symbolic. It sug- 
gested to Us the subject of Our 
brief address: in two more days 
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the winter will be over and spring 
will begin. 

May We therefore remind you 
that the dark winter is behind you, 
but before you there is a brilliant 
summer? May We urge you to live 
steadfastly the spring which God 
is about to grant to the world and 
the Church? 


I 


“Tam ... hiems transit” (Cant. 
2, 11): Winter, a dark winter, is 
now passed. 

Probably few people today—and 
least of all the youth—can explain 
the darkness which has enveloped 
the world, the frost which has 
killed innumerable seeds of life. 
The winter has been dark because 
of the errors which have disturbed 
sO many minds, dark because of 
the filth which has troubled so 
many hearts, dark because of the 
confused individuals, the broken 
families, the devastated nations, 
the world torn apart by horrible 
wars. 

Look, beloved youth, upon the 
world that is behind you. Look at 
the distant past, the recent past, 
and the very recent past, and you 
will have to admit that, in many 
respects, we are emerging from 
a dark winter. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, March 20-21, 1958. Italian text. Translation is 
based on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This was an address to 100,000 young Italians gathered in St. Peter’s Square on 
the ninetieth anniversary of the youth section of Italian Catholic Action. 

Four Cardinals, twenty bishops, and many diplomats accredited to the Holy See 
were gathered around the throne on the steps of St. Peter’s Basilica, from which the 
Pope spoke. Mass had been celebrated before the Pontiff was carried on his portable 
throne through the cheering crowd to deliver his address. 











THE SPRINGTIME OF HISTORY 


i 


But though you may have winter 
behind you, you have before you 
the brilliant, promising and fruit- 
ful summer: “Prope est aestas” 
(Matt. 24, 32) : Summer is near. 

We should like your gaze, O 
youth, to be and remain serene 
while “you march boldly toward 
the future with eager steps” (Ital- 
ian Catholic Action hymn “Vivere 
la Cresima’’). 

Simple certainty 

The simple certainty of the ex- 
istence of God, along with faith in 
divine fatherhood, must provide 
you with confidence and hope. God, 
being supremely good, would not 
allow any evil to exist in His works 
were He not so powerful and good 
as to be able to derive good from 
evil. (Summa Theologica 1 q. 2 a.3 
ad 1). Therefore, all that occurs 
happens under the eyes of the 
Father, a very loving Father. 

Furthermore, if you give atten- 
tive consideration to present cir- 
. cumstances, your confidence will in- 
crease. A thousand modern errors 
have been punished by their own 
failure: you have seen the pride 
of some smashed to nothing; cer- 
tain giant fortunes fail without 
warning; the mud of wantonness 
often mixed in the river of tears 
and blood which has _ coursed 
through ‘the world in the past. 

Other errors, O youth, will have 
to disappear; other high seats will 
have to fall; other uncontrolled am- 
bitions will have to crash. The diz- 
zying speed of their ruin will de- 
pend upon their boldness in com- 
peting with God. Summer will 
come, beloved sons; it will come 
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with a rich yield. The earth 
drenched with tears will smile with 
pearls of love, and from soil be- 
dewed with blood of martyrs, 
Christians will spring forth. 


iil 


But God, who permitted the dark 
winter and has prepared a brilliant 
summer for the world, obliges us 
all to work and to live in a climate 
of reawakening, in a time of 
spring. 

In spring the earth reawakens, 
its lifeblood pulses, the buds open, 
and the leaves return to the trees. 
The hedges live once again, the 
meadows become green, and the 
fields rejoice with the trees in flow- 
er. The skies become clear. Days 
lengthen and the nights are shorter. 
There is more light than darkness. 

Doubtless there are often clouds 
in the skies and storms drench the 
earth, but men return to the fields 
and linger more readily out of 
doors. The feast of nature becomes 
a feast of hearts because spring is 
the time of renewal, of confident 
waiting, of hope. 


A reawakening 


Look, beloved sons: everything 
is reawakening through the world. 

Material life, even in the midst 
of so many sorrows and miseries, 
is still moving toward a better and 
more widely diffused well-being. 
Anyone who takes into considera- 
tion the ascending curve of scien- 
tific progress will observe that it 
follows a sort of chain reaction, 
similar to that of unstable bal- 
ances. 

Signs of reawakening are also 
evident in the life and activity of 
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the spirit. Man will be ever in- 
creasingly free from material la- 
bor, from servile work. Automa- 
tion is transforming a great part 
of human work into intellectual ac- 
tivity while extraordinary techni- 
cal progress is rendering the dif- 
fusion of culture among men al- 
ways more possible and easy. 

We also note evident signs of re- 
awakening in social life. In Our 
opinion, no other era since the ad- 
vent of Christ has been so decisive 
regarding development of man as 
this one of yours. For the first 
time, men are aware not only of 
their increasing interdependence, 
but also of their marvelous unity. 
This means that humanity will be- 
come more and more inclined to 
recognize that it is the Mystical 
Body of Christ. As a result, the 
necessity of a Christian solution for 
the many problems which hold the 
world in anguish, will be more ob- 
vious to honest men. 


Storms and winds 


As in all springs, so in the one 
to come there will be storms and 
winds. The Church has not finished 





THE PoPE SPEAKS 


her martyrdom. In these days, she 
faces unarmed, but as fearless as 
ever, the furious assaults of those 
who try to injure her with mali- 
cious insinuations and offensive 
suspicions, throwing mud on her 
spotless garments. 

But look around you, O youth: 
from all sides the echo of voices 
is heard telling of beautiful and 
saintly actions. They speak of ener- 
getic efforts inspired precisely by 
the wish to react against evil. A 
cry of reawakening is passing 
through the world. Will you heed 
it? Will you make it your own? 
Will you pass it on to others so 
that it may become the cry of the 
youth of Italy, of the youth of the 
world? 

Look around you, O youth, spring 
of humanity, spring of life. Make 
Our hope yours and tell everyone 
that we are in a springtime of 
history. May God grant that it 
will be one of the most beautiful 
springs man has experienced— 
after one of the longest and bitter- 
est winters, a spring which pre- 
cedes one of the most brilliant and 
rich summers. 











Christian Solidarity 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to a Pilgrimage 


of Members of the Catholic Union of French Railwaymen 


Nous saluons 


T IS with great affection that We 
greet you, several hundred rail- 
way men from France, and 

these members of your families. 

The Catholic Union of French 

Railwaymen is well known to Us, 
for We have previously had occa- 
sion to receive its members and to 
express Our esteem for the fervor 
of their spiritual life and of their 
apostolate. (Discorsi e Radiomes- 
_ saggi vol. 10, p. 55-56) 


The Christian faith 


You have come again, beloved 
sons and daughters, to pray at the 
tombs of the Apostles and to ven- 
erate in a special way Saint Pius 
X, who saw the start of your Union, 
approved it, and blessed it. We 
congratulate you on this act of 
faith, so consistent with the beau- 
tiful motto which brings you to- 
gether: “Fidem servavi’”—‘T have 
kept the faith.” (2 Tim. 4,7). Yes, 
dear sons and daughters, keep it, 
defend it, show it proudly, this 
Christian faith, the priceless heri- 
tage of your ancestors; may it al- 
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ways remain for you the great 
treasure to transmit to your chil- 
dren. 

By this faith of your baptism 
and of your first communion, you 
belong to the vast Catholic family 
that has worshipped God through 
the centuries, from the time of the 
great witnesses of the first perse- 
cutions, Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 
Saint Laurence and Saint Agnes, 
who shed their blood here in Rome, 
right down to the unknown faithful 
who are suffering today in prisons 
and slave-labor camps, because they 
will not deny their attachment to 
the Church of Jesus Christ and to 
its visible Head. 


Light and strength 


This faith, that demands sacri- 
fices of all and must be illuminated, 
strengthened, and defended against 
temptations from within and from 
without, is above all a source of 
light and of strength. The Chris- 
tian knows from God Himself 
whence he comes and whither he 
goes; he has for leader and model 
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the Son of God made man, who died 
and rose for him; he knows the 
meaning of suffering and the price 
of real freedom. Like Jesus, he 
tries to serve mankind, his broth- 
ers, in his work and in his daily 
prayer. In this knowledge he finds 
peace of conscience and joy of 
heart. 

Be thankful then, to God first of 
all, who has given this awareness 
to you and to all those who help 
you to keep burning the fire of your 
Christianity and to make it radiate. 
We expect from your generosity 
that you will be exemplary Chris- 
tians everywhere, at home and 
abroad, in the parish and in your 
Union, in the place of your profes- 
sional activity and in civic life. 


The solidarity of Christians 


The important work of serving 
the public, a service guaranteed 
with so much care by your organi- 
zation, helps you to understand the 
social responsibility of the Chris- 
tian. Just as you are proud of the 
success and of the reputation of 
the National Society of French 
Railroads, to which you belong, you 
ought to be proud also of the fame 
and of the triumphs of your 
Mother, the Holy Church, always 
fruitful in saints, in apostles, in 
missionaries, always charitable to- 
ward the poor, the sick, the af- 
flicted, always steadfast and un- 
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shaken in its teaching, which re- 
mains the same across centuries 
and continents. The same obliga- 
tion that you feel toward your or- 
ganization, of proving yourselves 
worthy of its traditions, you must 
feel with regard to the Church. 

There exists among Christians of 
the whole world a solidarity supe- 
rior to all earthly bonds, for it is 
built upon the community of the 
supernatural life. Each Christian 
supports and nourishes the others 
as members of the same body. He 
carries his share of the burdens; 
he has solicitude for the common 
good; he sacrifices himself for the 
needs of others. His faith never 
remains idle, but constantly dif- 
fuses itself in charity. Act thus in 
the exercise of your professional 
and Christian life. 

There is not, in fact, any division 
among the activities of the Chris- 
tian: it is the same faith and the 
same love of God that make him 
fulfill his social duties as a worker 
and his religious duties as a be- 
liever. The garb of duty and the 
uniform of work do not make a man 
different from the worshipper who 
goes to church in urban clothes or 
prays on his knees at home with his 
children. Everywhere he worships 
God; everywhere he carries in his 
heart his concern for men, his broth- 
ers. He does not pray for himself 
alone, he does not work for himself 





Repoted in Osservatore Romano, September 19, 1957. French text. Translation 
by Sister Mary Pauline Fitts, G.N.S.H. 

This was an address of His Holiness, Pope Pius XIl, to a pilgrimage of two hundred 
members of the Catholic Union of French Railwaymen. 











CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY 


alone, for egoism is diametrically 
opposed to Christianity. 

Conscious always of being on 
duty, the Christian, even at leisure, 
has the same solicitude for aposto- 
lic work. So is he ready on every 
occasion to speak and to act as a 
Christian, to show his religious 
convictions, as well as his profes- 
sional integrity, so that there may 
be more fully realized in him and 
through him the petition that he 
makes every day in the Our Father: 
“Thy Kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.” 


The protection of the Sacred Heart 


Heartily strive then, beloved sons 
and daughters, to be consistent- 
ly excellent railway workers and 
excellent Christians. Thus will you 
make your faith shine forth and 
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thus will you serve Christ and His 
Church. We know that you have 
a time-honored and special devo- 
tion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
and that is for Us a strong motive 
for hope, for the Sacred Heart has 
promised to help and to bless the 
faithful who have recourse to His 
protection in their projects and in 
their prayers. So We wish to en- 
trust your interests to Him, to rec- 
ommend to Him the success of your 
Union and the fruitfulness of its 
apostolic work. May the Sacred 
Heart watch over your homes; may 
He help you in your task as educa- 
tors, in your professional or charit- 
able works; may He shower His 
graces abundantly upon you, upon 
all those who could not come here, 
and, finally, upon those whom you 
wish to present at this moment for 
Our paternal Apostolic Blessing. 


f° 





plary devotion. 


special Apostolic Blessing. 





Cardinal Stritch 
We express Our heartfelt sorrow at the sad loss sustained by the 
Sacred College and the Archdiocese of Chicago in the death of Our 
Beloved Son Samuel Cardinal Stritch, whose memory will be held in 
benediction for his unfailing fidelity, generous self-sacrifice and exem- 


We fervently beseech Almighty God to bestow an adequate heavenly 
reward upon this faithful servant and to comfort and console the 
bereaved Archdiocese where his prudent government and zealous Epis- - 
copal ministry produced such abundant spiritual fruits; and as a mark 
of particular affection We impart to Bishops, priests and people Our 


—Pius XII. To the Archdiocese of Chicago, May 29, 1958. 
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Prayer for Legislators 


Great and eternal God, Creator and Lord of all things, Supreme Legislator 
and Supreme Ruler, all power proceeds from You and depends upon You, 
and it is only in Your name and as a reflection of Your divine wisdom that 
those who must.make laws determine what is just and unjust. 


Therefore, we, the Catholic members of this legislature, statesmen upon 
whom rests the weight of a responsibility which places us at the center of the 
entire nation, implore Your help in a task that we intend to accept and fulfill for 
the greatest spiritual and temporal welfare of our people. 


Grant that we may not omit any preparation or effort in the fulfillment 
of this high purpose. Grant us as well that objectivity and that healthy 
realism which will help us constantly to see clearly the course which seems 
best. 


Grant that we may never stray from that sound impartiality through which 
we must be mindful of the welfare of all without unjust preference. Grant 
that we may never lack loyalty to our own people, faith in the principles we 
openly profess, or such greatness of spirit as is needed to keep ourselves above 
every possible kind of corruption and petty interest. 


May our deliberations be calm, marked by no other passion than that 
which is inspired by a holy thirst for truth. May our resolutions be consistent 
with Your principles, even if the service of Your will should impose sufferings 
and renunciations upon us. May we strive, even in our lowliness, to imitate that 
rectitude and holiness with which You Yourself govern and rule, for Your 
greater glory and the true welfare of human society and all Your creatures. 


Hear our prayer, O Lord, in order that Your light may never fail our minds, 
that Your strength may never be lacking to our wills, and that the warmth of 
Your charity will always fill our hearts, these hearts which must love our people 
with such tenderness. 


Withdraw from us every human ambition and every illicit craving for 
wealth. Instill in us a lively, deep, and ever present attachment to all that 
pertains to a sound social order and is in accord with the rules of right and 
equity. 


And thus may it one day come to pass that, as a supreme reward, we may 
enjoy Your blessed presence for all eternity, along with all those who are 
entrusted to our care. Amen. 


—Pius XII. January, 1958. 








The Legacy of the Irish 


Two Addresses of Pope Pius XII to Irish Pilgrims 


October 4, 1957 


ITH the special affection 

Our paternal heart has re- 

served these many years, as 
well you know, for your Emerald 
Isle, We welcome you this morning, 
Taoiseach,: along with the official 
party ‘come to bear you such dis- 
tinguished and gracious company. 
Let the warmth and depth of its 
sincerity afford you, one and all, the 
best token of Our interest in the 
festive mission which brings you 
once more “home to Rome”; let 
them be a pledge renewed of abid- 
ing confidence in Our Venerable 
Brothers of the Irish Hierarchy, in 
priests and people; and a further 
mark of high esteem for your illus- 
trious President and for the Gov- 
ernment, that has now for the third 
time entrusted to your practiced 
and competent hand the responsible 
post of Prime Minister. 


Years of grace 


The eventful years of grace 
which have passed since an Irish 
Government came into being have 
provided a confused and sorely 
stricken world with the heartening 
evidence of the capacity of a 
staunch, militantly Catholic people 
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to govern itself wisely and effi- 
ciently, while respecting its frater- 
nal obligations to the other nations 
of the human family. 

Your Constitution (Bunreact na 
hEireann) is intended to be an in- 
strument of “Prudence, Justice and 
Charity” at the service of a com- 
munity, which has never, through 
its long Christian history, had any 
doubt about the eternal, as well as 
the temporal implications of that 
common good, which it professes to 
seek through the conjoined prayer, 
toil and oftentimes heroic sacrifice 
of its children. 


Natural law 


Grounded on the bedrock of the 
natural law, those fundamental hu- 
man prerogatives which your Con- 
stitution undertakes to assure to 
every citizen of Ireland, within the 
limits of order and morality, could 
find no ampler, no safer guarantee 
against the godless forces of sub- 
version, the spirit of faction and 
violence, than mutual trust between 
the authorities of Church and 
State, independent each in its own 
sphere, but as it were allied for the 
common welfare in accordance 
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with the principles of Catholic 
faith and doctrine. 

At the instance of this Apostolic 
See that faith in the living God— 
Shield, Support and Saviour of na- 
tions as of men—was brought to 
Ireland by your incomparable Saint 
Patrick. It has been nourished and 
fanned to full missionary flame by 
thousands of saintly compatriots in 
his wake. It has been made an or- 
ganic part of your culture by such 
prodigious scholars and churchmen 
as that glory of the Order of Friars 
Minor, Luke Wadding, whose cen- 
tenary celebrations you are bring- 
ing to a close these days in the 
Eternal City. 

Happy indeed, even on any rea- 
sonable human standard, is the peo- 
ple that has the Lord for its God 
(cfr. Ps. 143, 15). During this pe- 
riod of spiritual crisis and revolu- 
tionary anguish, through every 
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phase of her gallant struggle for 
survival, for peace and prosperity 
with her honour unimpaired, Ire- 
land has never forgotten that her 
Redeemer liveth (cfr. Job 19, 25), 
and in her heart of hearts Ireland 
has known that He will not fail her 
in the hour of trial or of triumph. 
It was the scundest of her many 
refined instincts, guided by divine 
grace, which prompted her to enact 
her Constitution “in the Name of 
the Most Holy Trinity, from Whom 
is all authority and to Whom, as 
our final end, all actions both of 
men and States must be referred.” 

While We rejoice, Taoiseach, in 
the happy results for family, faith 
and fatherland that have attended 
thus far your people’s loyalty to 
the Christian spirit, from that same 
ever-Blessed and Undivided Trin- 
ity Our fondest Apostolic Blessing 
would invoke upon you all here 








The first of these two addresses was given on October 4, 1957, and reported in 
Osservatore Romano on October 5, 1957. It was delivered in English to Eamon de 
Valera, Prime Minister of Eire, and the party which had accompanied him to 
Castelgandolfo. 

Mr. de Valera visited Pope Pius at his summer residence after arriving in Rome to 
take part in ceremonies marking the 300th anniversary of the death of Franciscan 
Father Luke Wadding, founder of the Irish College at Rome. The Irish leader was 
greeted at Castelgandolfo by a detachment of Palatine Guards who rendered him 
the full honors due to a head of government. Preceded by high Church dignitaries, 
he was escorted to the Pope’s private library where he spent twenty minutes in con- 
versation with the Holy Father. 


Following this private conversation, Mr. de Valera presented the members of his 
party to the Pope, who greeted them with this brief address. 

The second address, also in English, was delivered on October 8, 1957, and 
reported in Osservatore Romano on October 10, 1957. The Holy Father spoke to 
a group of two hundred visitors led by John Cardinal D’Alton, Primate of All Ireland, 
and by Mr. de Valera. This group too was in Rome for the anniversary of the death 
of Father Wadding. 
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present, as upon your dear ones at 
home or beyond the seas, further 
abundance of light and strength 
against the inevitable challenge of 
the years the Triune Lord of love 
has still in store for you. God bless 
Ireland always! 

—October 4, 1957 


*K 


thousand welcomes to all—to 

Our Venerable Brothers in 

the Episcopate, to you, Taoi- 
seach, to all the children of St. Pat- 
rick. You have come from the far 
North, from the isle set like an em- 
erald in the ring of the sea, to the 
tomb of the Galilean Fisherman, 
and here to the home of his suc- 
cessor. 

Three hundred years ago the 
brave, intrepid soul of Fr. Luke 
Wadding took flight for his true, 
his heavenly country, leaving his 
frail and worn body to Rome. Here 
his dear Franciscan brethren gave 
it a worthy resting-place in the 
monastery he had founded. A year 
ago, at the beginning of the cen- 
tennial anniversary, We wrote a 
letter to Our beloved Son, your 
revered Cardinal Archbishop of 
Armagh, assuring him of Our 
blessing on your festivities and 
extolling the undying merits of the 
saintly Friar; today, as the year 
draws to a close, you have come, 
pilgrims, to honour the memory of 
your compatriot in the city where 
he laboured and died, and We are 
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happy to address you briefly and 
simply as a father to his children. 


Luke Wadding 


The memory of Luke Wadding 
must bring to your mind a keen 
sense of gratitude for a double 
legacy, that during a thousand 
years and longer has enriched the 
lives of the Irish people both at 
home and over seas. You recall 
that he first came to Rome from 
Lisbon in 1618, member of a royal 
commission to petition the Pope to 
declare that Mary, the Mother of 
God, was immaculately conceived. 
That was indeed a petition dear to 
every Franciscan heart; and what 
could be more appealing, more stir- 
ring for the soul of an Irishman 
than to assist in revealing to his 
fellowmen another jewel in the 
beauteous crown of the Queen of 
Heaven? Was not the land of St. 
Patrick studded with shrines to 
Mary Mother, Light of Nazareth, 
Glory of Jerusalem, Queen of the 
World? Did not every Irish heart 
beat faster with love at the mention 
of her name? Was it not the 
thought of her powerful interces- 
sion with her Son that gave them 
solace in their trials, hope when 
dark shadows would _ envelope 
them? This Virgin most pure was 
always before the mind of Luke 
Wadding, always his heart’s love, 
during all the years of his exile. 
That legacy, dearly beloved, is also 
yours. Defend it; let it increase. 
Let the child-like love of your 
Mother Mary be a flame, strong 
and inextinguishable, that will give 
light and warmth and cheer even 


1 An Irish word (pronounced tee’-shook) meaning head of the government.—Ed. 
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on the drabbest days that come at 
times to all. Let her name be on the 
lips of your children, reverence and 
love for her grow apace with their 
years, and though they be in for- 
eign lands, she will not fail them 
in the hour of need. 


Roman unity 


Though Luke Wadding left Ire- 
land as a young student never 
again to see her sea-beaten shore, 
her glad valleys and the greenness 
of her pastures, he never ceased to 
be the devoted son of Erin. For 
forty years, more than half of his 
life, he lived in Rome, and the sol- 
emn admonition of your glorious 
Patriarch came home to him more 
vividly than ever; as you are Chris- 
tians, so are you to be Romans. To 
be Christian one must be Roman; 
one must recognize the oneness of 
Christ’s Church, that is governed 
by one successor of the Prince of 
the Apostles, who is the Bishop of 
Rome, Christ’s Vicar on earth. To 
train Irish priests in the very 
centre of this Roman unity, close 
to the strong, pulsing heart of 
Christ’s Mystical Body, Luke Wad- 
ding founded St. Isidore’s for his 
own religious brethren. During 
thirty years he governed the Col- 
lege and under his guidance and 
inspiration profound scholars were 
formed, professors prepared to oc- 
cupy university chairs throughout 
Europe, and, what was a primary 
plan and hope for him, missionaries 
were sent forth equipped with 
learning, courage and selfless zeal 
to sustain and strengthen the faith 
of their fathers among the hard- 
pressed people of seventeenth cen- 
tury Ireland. To increase this num- 
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ber of Roman-trained missionaries 
Fr. Luke persuaded Cardinal Ludo- 
visi to found a College for Irish 
seminarians, who catching up the 
torch of heroism lighted by the 
Martyrs and Confessors, whose 
memories had been their daily 
companions, would carry it full 
aflame to brighten the days of per- 
secution and lead their fellow coun- 
trymen to a defense of the faith 
that would never surrender. 


A wee bit of Ireland 


What a treasure St. Patrick had 
confided to his people! It is yours, 
dearly beloved children—the true 
faith, that down through the long 
centuries has never suffered the 
blight of heresy. Go to St. Isi- 
dore’s; there in the monastery you 
will find a wee-bit of Ireland trans- 
planted here in Rome. The old 
country has been the better for its 
planting. Kneel in the Church be- 
fore your sacramental God; sing 
your praises of Mary and her di- 
vine Son; pour out your heart’s 
gratitude for the faith that is 
yours, sweetened as it is and con- 
firmed by your devotion to Mother 
Mary: and may Fr. Luke Wadding 
by his intercession before the 
throne of God continue to be a 
blessing to Ireland. 

To you, Venerable Brothers and 
to all the members of your flocks, 
to the Honourable Head of Govern- 
ment here present, to you, dearest 
sons and daughters of Our dear 
Ireland, and to all your loved ones, 
from a heart filled with joy and af- 
fection We impart the Apostolic 
Blessing. 

—October 8, 1957 








Five Brief Messages 


of Pope Pius XIl 


Greetings to Iceland! 


Our cordial greetings to you, honorable gentlemen. 

Visitors from Iceland come rarely indeed, and We like to hope that they 
feel all the more welcome for that. We recall with pleasure the visit last 
year of your illustrious president, accompanied by his gracious consort; and 
today your parliament—the oldest parliamentary assembly in the world— 
sends a goodly representation from its august body, flown in by the chief of 
aviation, Thus an encouraging example has been set, and We look forward to 
the day when more of your fellow-citizens will be found mingling among the 
countless host of pilgrims, that come each year from all parts of the world 
to this eternal city—city rich in historic and sacred memories beyond all 
others. 

If your parliament dates back more than a thousand years, it is also interest- 
ing to note that this Holy See's first contact with Iceland was made by her 
intrepid missionaries more than nine hundred years ago. To your land of 
glistening snowfields, of geysers and volcanoes, they brought the saving 
message of divine truth, taught by Him, whose redeeming passion and death 
the Christian world with grateful reverence is commemorating this week; and 
it is particularly consoling to Us to know that Our Venerable Brother, Our 
Vicar Apostolic in Iceland today, as was the first Bishop there in the eleventh 
century, is one of your own native, sons. 

You will be returning soon, honorable gentlemen, to your home in the far 
North; and We would ask you to bring Our paternal greetings to all your 
people. Tell them that the Common Father of all blesses them and prays that 
God's best gifts may enrich their lives, bringing peace and true happiness to 
their families and their country. May God protect you on your journey and 
bring you safely back to your dear ones. 

—Pius XII. To a delegation from 
Iceland. April 3, 1958. 


Faith and Reason 


Another group of scholars from over the seas. Hailing from many different 
cities of your country, students or lecturers in various university centers of 
Europe—some, We see, are still prospective students—you have all, gentle- 
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men and ladies, found a rendezvous this morning in Our halls, and We are 
pleased to say a brief word of welcome and good wishes. 

Your fields of research, We see, are varied: history and literature, social 
and physical sciences, art and music, all elements that go to make up that 
intellectual and aesthetic development of man's powers that add enlighten- 
ment and refinement to life. 

You will be exploring, no doubt, the long and spacious galleries of this 
Vatican; and before the incomparable masterpieces of human genius, you 
will stand in silent thought, and admiration will be kindled as you gaze. Some 
will be led by their special interests to consult the ponderous tomes in the 
libraries of ancient monasteries and universities, that have risen during the 
centuries under the aegis of the Church, where Augustine and Aquinas will 
share the shelves with Plato and Aristotle, and Virgil and Horace, Demos- 
thenes and Cicero are companions of Chrysostom and Dante. Their doors 
were and are open to all learning; in them knowledge passes on to wisdom, 
and speculation becomes a guide to Him Who is Eternal Truth, the beginning 
and end of all creation (S. Th. 2a 2ae, q. 19, a. 7 in c,). 

And the serious scholar reflects: surely, this is clear, Faith does not fear 
Reason; dogma is not afraid of scientific research. No indeed; the Church, 
friend and champion of all truth, clamps no chains on freedom honestly seeking 
to discover the truth still hidden in nature's secrets. Rather all such progress is 
dear to her heart; she encourages it, and is always quick to use its results, 
that may help her in her divine mission to bring the knowledge and love of 
God to men of every continent and clime. 

As a pledge of Our interest in your own studies, We pray that God may 
bless them with success and make the world better and happier for them. 


—Pius XI]. To American Fulbright Scholars. 
February 8, 1958. 


Catholic Graduates 


We have the pleasure to welcome a group of students of rhetoric from 
Saint Joseph College of Alost. 

We are happy to receive you, beloved sons, at the time when you have 
just finished your studies in humanities. These college years which, at certain 
times perhaps, seemed long and hard, appear to you now and will appear 
to you yet more in the future, as one of the happiest periods in your life, 
during which you have found a captivating ideal, lasting friendships, and 
indications of the immense tasks that will demand your strength in the world 
of tomorrow. : 

As students of a Catholic college, you have gained, We hope, a more 
fervent and more generous faith, which is not only intelligent adherence 
to abstract truths, but also passionate devotion to the person of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. At the time of beginning your higher studies, know how to 
face your responsibilities as young Catholic intellectuals: they are heavy, 
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for the Church expects a great deal from you. She wants you to be entirely 
faithful to the ideal that inspires you, tolerating neither cowardice nor selfish 
seclusion. In the executive and influential offices that you will hold, you 
will be the light for those who are looking for the truth, the consolation of 
those who suffer and who will come to ask your help. With courage you 
will go forward on the road that the Lord points out to you, giving abundantly 
to others the good that you have yourselves received. 


May the Lord help you to make of your life a production beautiful and 
worthy of Him. We invoke His favor upon you, your families, and your 
teachers, and We bestow upon you in pledge of it Our paternal Apostolic 
Benediction. 


—Pius XII. To graduates of St. Joseph 
College, Alost, Belgium. July 9, 1957. 


Problems of Transportation 


The seventh meeting, gentlemen, of the members of the Council of the 
European Conference of the Ministers of Transportation brings you to Rome 
and occasions your wish for an audience. In acceding to your wish We are 
happy to greet you as the representatives of the seventeen nations which are 
taking part in your Conference. 


The question of transportation, so closely linked with that of commerce and 
with all the problems of a European federation, is assuredly one that demands 
constant reconsideration. It is clear that the effectiveness of recent economic 
treaties depends in no negligible way on the facility, the rapidity, and the 
security of trade agreements which are being established among “your coun- 
tries. The co-ordination of highway, railway, and air systems will be improved, 
and so likewise will the commercial and human relations between the different 
regions of Europe. 


Although the technical aspects of your problem exceed Our competence, 
We readily appreciate your difficulty in taking into account so many different 
factors of the problem. And yet the consequences of a more perfect harmon- 
ization of European. transportation so vitally affect the cause of peaceful 
union so dear to Us that We cannot remain indifferent to the great strides that 
will result—which is indeed Our keenest wish—from the discussions and studies 
which you pursue in common in the city of Rome. 


It so happens that on this October 24 the Roman liturgy celebrates the feast 
of the Archangel Raphael whom the Church invokes in behalf of travelers. The 
source of this devotion is obviously the book of Tobias with its account of the 
safe guidance of his protégé by the messenger of God. We cannot draw 
attention to this happy coincidence without rejoicing over the fact that it 
assures you of a share in the prayer of the Church. In expressing best wishes 
for the outcome of your meetings, We ask God to bless your efforts with 








442 


THE PoPE SPEAKS 


success, and as a pledge of Our good wishes, We give Our Paternal Apostolic 
Benediction to you, to your families, and to those dear to you. 


—Pius XII. To the European Council of the 
Ministers of Transportation. October 24, 1957. 


The Farm Problem 


lt is Our pleasure, gentlemen, to grant you an audience on the occasion of 
the ninth Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization, which is being 
held in Rome. You intend to consider the present-day difficulties of agri- 
culture and the program by which you propose to remedy them, as well as 
several questions relative to the functioning of your organization. 

Having examined the current situation, you have ascertained a disturbing 
fact which requires immediate solution: the phenomenon of the impoverish- 
ment of agriculture in the world economy. You note that in national as well as 
international trade the market everywhere shows a trend detrimental to the 
interests of the farmer. Whereas the price of manufactured goods continues 
to rise, the price of agricultural products since 1952 has progressively contin- 
ued to decline. Thus the purchasing power of the farmer shrinks little by little, 
his condition becomes more precarious with the unfortunate consequence that 
the depopulation of the rural areas, especially in Europe, is on the increase, 
thus creating a new series of social and religious problems. This state of things 
vitally interests Us because it deeply affects a large, courageous, and deserving 
class of people whose qualities of stability and fidelity to the best of traditions 
are more necessary now than ever before to stabilize a rapidly evolving 
society. 

lt is certain that the facts of the question are very complex and the solutions 
difficult to apply. Yet you will render an outstanding service to farmers if you 
succeed in halting the progress of this phenomenon of deterioration and in 
initiating a corrective movement. 

lt is Our profound wish that your organization will bring the participating 
nations ever more closely together in a generous effort, one free of prejudices 
of various kinds which would result in opposing its action and even sometimes 
in rendering it ineffective. Too many men still suffer from hunger for anyone 
to retard, from motives of personal interest, the work which aims at helping 
them. 

As a pledge of God's support, which We invoke on your present Conference 
as well as on your further activities, We are only too happy to grant Our 
Apostolic Benediction to you and your dear ones. 


—Pius XII. To the Food and Agriculture 
Organization. November 9, 1957. 














Toward a European Federation 


An Address of Pope Pius XIl to the 
Assembly of the European Coal and Steel Community 


C’est avec plaisir 


T is a pleasure to receive you, 
gentlemen, and to greet you as 
the first and, at present, the 

only duly constituted European 
parliamentary institution repre- 
senting different States. 

Everyone knows with what in- 
terest We have followed the at- 
tempts at federation which have 
been going on since the end of 
World War II, and particularly the 
project which was to end in the 
* getting up of this European Coal 
and Steel Community, armed with 
true legislative powers in its own 
domain. The movement was 
launched in the month of May, 
1950, in a spirit that was both dar- 
ing and realistic, and in 1951 a 
treaty signed by the six countries 
you represent gave it expression. 
This treaty became effective on 
July 25, 1952, and its first economic 
results were soon felt in a favor- 
able way. 

An event such as the meeting of 
your legislative assembly in Rome, 
will, We feel sure, create greater 
public interest in the benefits to be 
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derived from a unity that is broad- 
er than that of a nation as under- 
stood in the traditional sense. Men 
will not fail to be struck by the in- 
creased production of coal and 
steel; by the lower prices resulting 
from the elimination of customs 
barriers and restrictive measures; 
and by the professional readapta- 
tion of workers and the free cir- 
culation of manpower which, very 
fortunately, have recently been put 
into effect. 


Futility of narrow 
nationalistic politics 


A vital economic necessity obliges 
modern states of lesser power to 
form a close alliance if they wish 
to pursue the scientific, industrial, 
and commercial activities which 
condition their prosperity, their 
true liberty, and their cultural 
growth. A whole set of reasons 
urges the nations of Europe today 
to federate in an effective way. 

The material and moral ruins 
caused by the last World War have 
given a better insight into the futil- 
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ity of narrow nationalistic politics. 
Europe, battered and humbled, 
feels the need of uniting and of put- 
ting an end to worldly rivalries; 
she sees territories that were for- 
merly protectorates reach the age 
of autonomy quickly ; she notes that 
the market of basic goods has 
passed from a national to an inter- 
national plane; finally, she senses, 
and so does the entire world with 
her, that all men are brothers and 
are called to work together in as- 
suming responsibility for all the 
miseries of mankind and in putting 
an end to the scandal of famine and 
ignorance. How can the nations of 
Europe dare again to confine 
themselves to a shortsighted pro- 
tectionism when experience has 
proven that such measures ulti- 
mately stifle economic expansion 
and diminish the resources that are 
available for the improvement of 
the lot of humanity? 


Law and authority 


It would be erroneous to believe 
that the new order will rise from 
the sheer pressure of economic 
factors. Human nature, weighed 
down by sin, breeds only disorder 
if left to its own desires. What is 
needed is a recognized law, and an 
authority able to enforce it. 
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One of the advantages of the 
European Coal and Steel Commu- 
nity is that it has proven its use- 
fulness by tangible results. A 
greater stability of prices has made 
buyers and sellers acquire the habit 
of trading within the entire mar- 
ket, and the climate of confidence 
thus created gives hope that the 
treaty will soon be extended to in- 
clude wider areas. At present, how- 
ever, it can only guarantee a par- 
tial equilibrium, for a too-impor- 
tant part of economic trade still 
escapes it. 


Social progress 


Another benefit of the ECSC 
which We would like to insist on 
is the social progress it stimulates 
in the interested states. It has 
done this by improving the living 
conditions of the workers, by as- 
suring employment to workmen 
who as a result of more advanced 
technology had been discharged; 
by maintaining the level of sal- 
aries; by procuring for those con- 
cerned unemployment compensa- 
tion, travel compensation, and 
compensation for technological 
training; by supplying investments 
destined to create additional em- 
ployment, or by constructing homes 
for the families of workingmen. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 4-5, 1957. French text. Translation 
by Rev. Paul Oligny, O.F.M. 

This was an address to the governing body of the European Coal and Steel Com- 
munity. The ECSC is a supranational body set up under treaties between Germany, 
France, Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg, and The Netherlands. It places steel and coal 
production under a common authority and sets up a single market for coal and steel 
throughout the community. 
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We would like to mention in par- 
ticular the recent creation by the 
European Coal and Steel Commu- 
nity of the work-card which allows 
a first-class worker to circulate 
freely from one country to another. 
This result, although it may seem 
insignificant to the man in the 
street, is in reality the fruit of 
laborious negotiations necessitated 
by the diversity of the labor laws 
of: the countries included in the 
Community ; its symbolic value and 
practical importance, therefore, es- 
capes no one. The equality of social 
conditions which it must progres- 
sively create across the new Europe 
among workers of the same cate- 
gory will certainly have profound 
human repercussions, and We ex- 
press the hope that it will tend to 
bring minds and hearts closer in a 
real brotherhood. 


Social information 


Besides this benefit, which is 
primarily material, the work of the 
Community in the domain of social 
information also deserves atten- 
tion. Indeed, the regular publica- 
tion of firsthand reports on the 
condition of the market and pro- 
duction, the possibility given to 
labor unions to participate in in- 
quiries on wages within the areas 
included by the Community, the fi- 
nancing of studies on the security 
of work or on specific sicknesses 
such as silicosis among miners, con- 
stitutes very notable services ren- 
dered to the workingman and an 
additional reason for Our good will. 

Naturally, there is much work 
left to be done, and all the progress 
recently accomplished cannot be at- 
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tributed to the ECSC; but the 
initial steps taken in the spirit of 
the treaty by the organizations 
which the Community has inspired 
have led to valuable experiences 
and have occasioned changes which 
otherwise would have come more 
slowly. Even certain failures, for 
example in the transfer of man- 
power from less economically fa- 
vored to more favored regions, 
have made unbiased appraisers 
aware of the necessity for a more 
daring economic policy, one more 
comprehensive and far-reaching in 
behalf of underdeveloped regions 
of Europe. 


A moral lesson 


A moral lesson in energy and 
patience emerges from the present 
situation of the ECSC, for it could 
achieve the substantial results thus 
far attained only through a long 
juridical and technical preparation, 
without which it would never have 
overcome difficulties of all kinds 
which confronted it during the first 
months. Today many misgivings 
have been allayed which might 
have seemed insuperable, and one 
can begin to see, albeit imperfectly, 
that the movement under way can 
pause no longer, but must be 
wholeheartedly embraced and those 
temporary sacrifices accepted with- 
out which it cannot succeed. 

It is, therefore, a joy for Us to 
think of the benefits, both spiritual 
and material, which can result from 
the pooling of the rich patrimony 
of Europe. In speaking of patri- 
mony We deliberately use the word 
in a broad sense to include espe- 
cially intellectual and moral values. 
It is surely necessary to base the 
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attempt at polictical union on sure 
economic factors; but we must 
count even more on the enrichment 
and stimulation which will result 
from fusion of old and deep-rooted 
cultures on the meeting of comple- 
mentary temperaments and tradi- 
tions, on the common development 
of the store of personal and social 
forces that has accumulated over 
long centuries of peaceful con- 
quests—those conquests over the 
forces of nature which have im- 
proved, enriched, and embellished 
the land, and those victories over 
ignorance and error which have 
given birth to the culture, knowl- 
edge, and spiritual life of the West- 
ern world. 


Love of the fatherland 


There is no thought of abolish- 
ing allegiance to one’s fatherland 
or of fusing races arbitrarily. Love 
of the fatherland flows directly 
from the laws of nature, as summed 
up in the traditional text of the 
Commandments of God: “Honor 
thy father and thy mother, that 
thou mayest be long-lived upon the 
land which the Lord thy God will 
give thee” (Ex. 20, 12). Neverthe- 
less, gratitude for the labors and 
accomplishments of our ancestors 
ordinarily begets an instinctive 
preference for certain ways of 
thinking and living and an attach- 
ment to privileges, which do not 
always have, or no longer have, any 
justification for existing in view of 
the new obligations created by the 
swift and profound evolution of the 
modern world. To enter into a 
larger community always entails 
sacrifices, but it is urgently neces- 
sary to understand their inescapa- 
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ble and ultimately beneficial char- 
acter. 

We note, incidentally, a happy 
change in public opinion in this re- 
gard, an opinion now better in- 
formed, thanks to the facility of 
travel and the abundance of writ- 
ten and audio-visual documenta- 
tion from which everyone can profit 
at little expense. This is a begin- 
ning, and to speed it on its way the 
contribution of a long Christian 
tradition will secure for you, with 
God’s help, that degree of unselfish- 
ness without which there cannot be 
profound and durable union. 


A salutary way 


Just as the agreements now in 
force were the fruit of long efforts 
and of a supple and tenacious per- 
severance, so new hurdles cannot 
be cleared without expending great 
effort. The results thus far ob- 
tained augur well for the future, 
and We express the most sincere 
wishes for the work of your 
assembly. 

The countries of Europe which 
have agreed to the principle of del- 
egating a part of their sovereignty 
to a supranational organism have 
embarked, We believe, on a salu- 
tary way which can produce, for 
them and for Europe, a new life in 
all domains, an enrichment not 
only economic and cultural but also 
spiritual and religious. 

And so We call down on your 
assembly light and strength from 
on high, and as a pledge of these 
We grant with all Our heart Our 
Apostolic Blessing to you, to all 
who are dear to you and whom 
you desire to recommend to Our 


prayers. 














The Society of Jesus 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to the 
30th General Congregation of the Society of Jesus 


Vos omnes 


E greet you with affection 

and pleasure as you assem- 

ble in Our city, dear sons, 
representatives of the Society of 
Jesus. May the Giver of all good 
things and His Spirit of charity 
bless your work with the greatest 
success. 

Your Society—whose “Formu- 
la,” a summary of your rules, was 
submitted by your Father and Law- 
giver Ignatius for the approval of 
Our Predecessors Paul III and Jul- 
ius IlI—was organized to serve 
“God under the banner of the 
Cross” and to serve “exclusivély 
God and the Church, His Spouse, 
under the Roman Pontiff, the Vicar 
of Christ on earth.” 

In addition to the usual three 
vows of Religion, your founder 
wished you to be bound? by another 
special vow, that of obedience to 
the Sovereign Pontiff. In the well 
known “Rules for Thinking with 
the Church” which are included in 
the Spiritual Exercises, he espe- 
cially commends to you this coun- 
sel: “Having laid aside any per- 
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September 10, 1957 


sonal judgment, we must always 
remain ready and disposed to obey 
the true spouse of Christ and our 
holy mother, the orthodox, Catholic, 
hierarchic Church”; to which the 
earlier version used by your Father 
Ignatius himself adds: “which is 
the Roman.’ 


Loyalty to the See of Peter 


Among the glories of your prede- 
cessors—of which you ean be right- 
ly proud and which you seek to 
emulate—particularly outstanding 
is the fact that your Society, ever 
loyal to the Chair of Peter, has al- 
ways endeavored to preserve intact, 
to teach, defend, and promote the 
doctrine proposed by the Pontiff of 
that See, to which, “because of its 
authoritative pre-eminence, every 
Church—and, therefore, the faith- 
ful from all over—must con- 
verge.”* And you have refused to 
tolerate dangerous novelties or any 
innovation which has not been ade- 
quately tried and tested.’ It is also 
to your credit that in matters per- 
taining to Church discipline you 
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are eager to render the Apostolic 
See that perfect obedience of ac- 
tion, will, and judgment which con- 
tributes so greatly “to ...a more 
sure direction of the Holy Spirit.’’¢ 

May no one deprive you of this 
reputation for sound doctrine and 
devoted obedience to the Vicar of 
Christ. May there never be room 
among you for that proud spirit of 
“free inquiry” which is more prop- 
er to a heterodox mentality than 
to a Catholic one, and which does 
not hesitate to submit to one’s own 
critical judgment even norms is- 
sued by the Apostolic See. 

Further, you must not tolerate 
any complicity with people who 
would draw norms for action and 
for eternal salvation from what is 
actually done, rather than from 
what should be done; nor should 
those who look upon Church disci- 
pline as something antiquated or, 
as they say, an empty “formalism” 
from which we need to free our- 
selves in order to cultivate truth, 
be allowed to think and act as they 
see fit. In fact, should such a 
mentality—borrowed from a faith- 
less environment—insinuate itself 
into your ranks unchecked, there 
would appear among you, in a short 
time, unworthy and unfaithful sons 
of your Father Ignatius whom it 
would be necessary to cut off as 
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soon as possible from the body of 
your Society. 


True and perfect obedience 


Perfect obedience has been, from 
the very beginning, the character- 
istic of those who fight for God as 
members of your Society. Your 
Founder himself went so far as to 
proclaim: “We can more easily al- 
low other Religious Orders to sur- 
pass us in fasting, in vigils, and in 
the other austerities which every- 
one observes devoutly according to 
his own Institute. But I earnestly 
desire that those who serve the 
Lord God in this Society should be 
distinguished by true and perfect 
obedience, which consists in resign- 
ing one’s own will and judgment.”’? 

The Church has always been 
pleased with your prompt and total 
obedience to religious superiors, 
your faithful observance of the dis- 
cipline laid down in the rule, your 
humble submission even in matters 
of judgment to those whom the 
Vicar of Christ has willed to place 
over you. This is in accord with 
your Institute, which has been ap- 
proved often and with great sol- 
emnity by Christ’s Vicar and his 
Predecessors. For that virtue— 
and St. Ignatius has left a descrip- 
tion of it in his celebrated Epistle 
on the Virtue of Obedience—is in 
conformity with the Catholic view, 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 15, 1957. Latin text. Translation 
based in part on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This was an address delivered by the Holy Father to the 185 delegates to the 
30th General Congregation of the Society of Jesus. During the audience Pope 
Pius conversed at length with the General of the Jesuits, Father John B. Janssens, 
and the six delegates from Poland. 




















since it is in the unbroken tradition 
of ancient and venerable Religious 
Orders and enjoys the approbation 


of this Apostolic See. Certainly 
they are mistaken who hold that 
the doctrine of this Epistle should 
now be abandoned and that, in the 
place of religious and hierarchical 
obedience, there should be substi- 
tuted a certain “democratic” equal- 
ity, in accordance with which a sub- 
ject would discuss a matter with 
his superior until they arrive at a 
solution pleasing to them both. 


Humility and abnegation 


Against the spirit of pride and 
independence which contaminates 
so many in our day, it is necessary 
that you preserve in its genuine 
purity the virtue of humility, which 
makes you pleasing to God and to 
man,® and the virtue of total ab- 
negation, by which you show your- 
selves disciples of Him Who “be- 
came obedient even unto death.’”® 

Would that individual be worthy 
to have Christ for his Head who 
would flee from the austerity of 
religious discipline and attempt to 
live in religion as if he were a 
worldling, who seeks at will for 
those things which seem useful, 
agreeable, and delightful? Who- 
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ever would pretend to void reli- 
gious discipline with the empty and 
trite name of “formalism” should 
know that he is going against the 
will and desire of this Apostolic 
See, and that he deludes himself 
whenever he appeals to the law of 
charity to justify a false liberty, 
free of the bonds of obedience. 
What kind of charity would that be 
which transgresses the will of the 
Lord our God through the very re- 
ligious life which such persons have 
taken vows to follow? 


A duty of superiors 


That severe discipline which is 
the pride and strength of your 
Order will still serve to keep you 
suited for and active in the battles 
of the Lord and for the so-called 
“modern” apostolate. 

A very serious duty rests in this 
respect upon all Superiors of your 
Order, whether it be the General, 
the Provincial, or the local Supe- 
rior. May they know how to “gov- 
ern with modesty and prudence” ;!° 
with prudence and modesty that be- 
fits shepherds of souls who have 
clothed themselves in the benignity, 
gentleness, and charity of Christ 


1 Formula of the Institute of the Society of Jesus, n. 1, in the Apostolic Letter 
of Julius III, “Exposcit debitum,” July 21, 1550: Institutum Societatis Jesu, Florence 


1892, v. 1, p. 23. 
* Loc. cit. p. 24. 


* Rules for Thinking with the Church, Rule 1. 


*St. Irenaeus, Adv. Haer. 1. 


8, c. 8; PG 7, 849 A. 


5 Collected Decrees, Decr. 102; Epitome of the Institute, n. 319. 
* Formula of the Institute, in the Apostolic Letter “Exposcit debitum” : Institutum, 


loc. cit., p. 24. 


' Epistle on the Virtue of Obedience, n. 3. 
® Cf. Constitutions of the Society of Jesus, p. ix, c. 2, n. 2. 


® Phil. 2,8 


l, 2, 8. 
” Cf. Rules of the Provincial, 4, 
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Our Lord.’ But they must know 
how to “govern” and, if need be, 
firmly, “joining together in due 
time and place severity with be- 
nignity,” having to give account to 
God of the souls of their subjects 
and of their progress in the attain- 
ment of perfection. 

Though it is true that your Rules, 
owing to a prudent prescription of 
the Founder, do not bind under 
penalty of sin,’2 Superiors never- 
theless are obliged to promote their 
observance and are not free from 
error if they tolerate an occasional 
neglect of the discipline laid down 
in the rule. As good fathers, they 
must show subjects the trust which 
is due and proper to sons; at the 
same time, however, let them exer- 
cise constant vigilance over their 
sons, and prevent them from stray- 
ing, little by little, from the upright 
path of fidelity. 

Your Institute wisely describes 
this duty of Superiors, particularly 
local Superiors, in regard to sub- 
jects going out from the religious 
house, their relationship with those 
outside, their correspondence, their 
trips, their use of money; and it 
prescribes that all of them faith- 
fully carry out the spiritual exer- 
cises which are the soul of religious 
observance and of the apostolate. 
But the finest rules are valueless 
unless those who have the duty of 
insuring their observance perform 





“4 Cf. Rules of the Provincial, 3. 
* Const., p. Vi, c. 5. 

* Mt. 5, 13. 

“ Luke 14, 27. 
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their appointed task with fortitude 
and constancy. 


The salt of the earth 


“You are the salt of the earth.” * 
May purity of doctrine, vigor of 
discipline, and austerity of life, 
preserve you immune from contact 
with the world and make you wor- 
thy disciples of Him who redeemed 
us through the Cross. The Lord 
Himself has admonished you: “He 
who does not carry his cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple.’’!* 
Thus your Father Ignatius exhorts 
you to “accept and desire with all 
your strength that which Christ 
our Lord loved and embraced,’ 
and “in order to attain this de- 
gree of perfection so precious in 
the spiritual life, each one should 
earnestly labor to seek in the Lord 
the greatest self-denial and con- 
tinuous mortification, as much as 
possible, in all things.’’!* 

In the anxious desire for novelty 
which today occupies the minds of 
so many men, there is danger that 
the basic precept of every religious 
and apostolic life, namely union 
of the instrument with God, will 
become obscured,’? and that “our 
trust will rest” rather “in those 
natural means which . . . place the 
instrument at the use of one’s fel- 
lowmen,” 18 contrary to the econ- 
omy of grace in which we live. 


* General Examen c. 4, n. 44; Summary of the Constitutions, n. 11. 
** General Examen c. 4, n. 46; Summary of the Constitutions, n. 12. 


Cf. Constitutions, p. x, n. 2. 
*® Cf. Constitutions, p. x, n. 3. 




















Poverty 


An unswerving observance of 
poverty should be one of the main- 
stays of a life devoted to the cruci- 
fied Christ, since poverty was a 
thing so dear to the heart of your 
founder. And this poverty should 
not be one which merely excludes 
the independent use of temporal 
things, but rather one which is 
based on dependence and consists 
in the moderate use of temporal 
things and a lack of many of those 
conveniences which men living in 
the world may legitimately seek for 
their own. 

Certainly you will use for the 
greater glory of God those things 
which are helpful in your apostolic 
labors and which your superiors 
approve. But at the same time, 
there are many things which are in 
no way necessary for your goal, 
things rather which are simply 
pleasing or attractive; these you 
will be careful to deprive your- 
selves of so that the faithful may 
regard you as disciples of the poor 
Christ, and so that extra money 
may be saved and used in things 
that are useful for the salvation of 
souls, and not be squandered on 
luxuries. 

It is not for Religious to enjoy 
holidays outside the houses of their 
order, unless for an extraordinary 
reason, nor should they take expen- 
sive pleasure trips. Any equipment 
required for their work should be 
held in common, as befits the reli- 
gious state, rather than privately 
and for their own personal use. 

As far as superfluities are con- 





” Constitutions, p. vi, c. 3, n. 1. 
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cerned, put them aside courageous- 
ly, out of love for poverty and with 
that constant zeal for mortification 
in all things which is one of the 
marks of your Order. Among such 
things, one may single out tobacco 
which gives pleasure in various 
forms and is widely used in our 
times. Since you are Religious, see 
to it that the use of tobacco is dis- 
continued among you according to 
the spirit of your Founder. Not in 
word alone, but also by example, 
should Religious manifest a zeal for 
penance, without which there can 
be no hope of eternal salvation. 

All these things which We recom- 
mend to you might be considered 
not in accord with man’s nature, 
for they seem difficult and strenu- 
ous. They are, nevertheless, not 
merely possible but easy and pleas- 
ant in the Lord, if you are faith- 
fully dedicated to the life of prayer 
which your Founder and Father 
expects of you.” 


Exercises of piety 


Indeed, if you are faithful to that 
daily morning period of prolonged 
mental prayer, which the tested 
Rules of your Order prescribe, your 
exercises of piety will be animated 
by the profound fervor of charity. 
It is above all the mark of priests 
who are dedicated to a life of apos- 
tolic labor that they give vitality to 
all their activity through a deeper 
consideration of divine things and 
a more ardent spirit of charity to- 
ward Our God and Lord, Jesus 
Christ. We know from the testi- 
mony of the Saints that this spirit 
of charity is nurtured above all by 
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mental prayer. There can be no 
doubt that your Order would 
swerve from the spirit which your 
Founder intended for it if it did 
not remain faithful to the prescrip- 
tions laid down in the Spiritual 
Exercises. 

Certainly none of you will reject 
or repudiate anything new, simply 
because it is new, if it is for the 
perfection and salvation of souls, 
both your own and that of your 
neighbor?°—this indeed is the end 
your Society pursues. On the con- 
trary, it is in very close conformity 
with the Institute of St. Ignatius, 
and has always been a part of your 
tradition, to give yourselves com- 
pletely to any new undertaking re- 
quired for the good of the Church 
and commended by the Holy See, 
without shunning the task of ‘‘ad- 
justment.” But, at the same time, 
those wise precepts which have 
been handed down to you from the 
Gospel or which a fallen human 
nature requires (that is, religious 
asceticism as taught by the older 
Orders and adopted by your Foun- 
der), must be kept intact against 
the attacks of the world and the 
devil. 


Monarchic government 


Among those essentials of the 
first rank in your institute," which 
cannot be changed even by a Gen- 
eral Congregation, but only by the 
Holy See, since they were approved 
“in specific form” by the Apostolic 
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Letter “Regimini Militantes Ec- 
clesiae,”’ September 27, 1540, by 
Our Predecessor, Paul III.22 There 
we read: 

“The form of government in the 
society is monarchic, resting on the 
decisions of a single superior.””* 

Moreover, this Apostolic See, 
knowing full well that the authority 
of the Superior General is like a 
hinge, on which rests the ¢trength 
and health of your Order, feels that 
no concessions should be made in 
this matter to the spirit of our age. 
On the contrary, We hold that such 
a complete and monarchical au- 
thority—subject only to the higher 
authority of a General Congrega- 
tion and to the supreme authority 
of this Holy See—must remain un- 
shaken and the whole complex of 
the monarchical form of govern- 
ment preserved, even though, as 
the occasion warrants, the burden 
of that authority is lightened. 

Briefly, then: “You must all 
strive earnestly, that you neglect no 
part of the perfection which by di- 
vine grace you may achieve through 
absolute conformity to the constitu- 
tions and the fulfillment of the par- 
ticular way of life of your Insti- 
tute.’’ 24 


“The way to God” 


There is a saying attributed to 
Our Predecessor, Clement XIII, 
which, though perhaps not to be 
taken literally, certainly gives an 
indication of his mind on the mat- 


” Cf. General Examen c. 1, n. 2; Summary of the Constitutions, n. 2. 
= Epitome of the Institute, n. 22. 
2 Institutes of the Society of Jesus 1892, v. 1, p. 6. 

8 Epitome of the Institute, n. 22, parag. 3, 4. 

* Constitutions, p. vi, c. 1; Summary of the Constitutions, n. 15. 























ter. When asked if your order 
could be allowed to modify the In- 
stitutes of St. Ignatius, he an- 
swered: “Aut sint ut sunt aut non 
sint.” [“Let them be as they are, 
or let them not be at all.”]*> This is 
and still remains Our attitude. Let 
the Jesuits be as they are formed by 
the Spiritual Exercises, as their 
Constitutions would have them. 
Others in the Church, led by the 
hierarchy, go to God in a praise- 
worthy manner through different 
ways. For you, however, your In- 
stitute “‘is the way to God.’ 
Devote yourselves to the way of 
life which has so many times been 





THE SOCIETY OF JESUS 


453 


approved by the Holy See, and to 
the works of the apostolate which 
have been specially entrusted to you 
by this same See, in cooperation 
with the other workers in the 
Lord’s vineyard all of whom, under 
the Apostolic See and the Bishops, 
are working to establish the King- 
dom of God. 

In praying that the Holy Spirit 
shed His light upon the work of 
your Congregation, and that divine 
grace be poured forth upon each 
and every member of your Society, 
We impart to you, with paternal 
sentiments of affection, Our Apos- 
tolic Blessing. 


* Pastor, Geschichte der papste, Bd. XVI, 1, 1931, S. 651, Anm. 7. 
* Cf. Formula of the Institute, in the Apostolic Letter of Paul III, “Regimini Mili- 
tantis Ecclesiae,” Sept. 27, 1540, n.1: Institutes of the Society of Jesus, Florence, 


1892, vol. 1, p. 4. 
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Prayer for Prisoners 


O, Divine Prisoner of the sanctuary, who, for love of us and for our salva- 
tion, not only enclosed Yourself within the narrow confines of human nature 
and then hid Yourself under the veils of the sacramental species, but also 
continually live in the tabernacle—hear our prayer which rises to You from 
within these walls and which longs to express to You our affection, our 
sorrow, and the great need we have of You in our tribulations—above all 
in the loss of freedom which so distresses us. 


For some of us there is probably a voice in the depths of conscience which 
says we are not guilty, that only a tragic judicial error has led us to this prison. 
In this case, we will draw comfort from remembering that You, the most august 
of all victims, were also condemned despite your innocence. 


Or, perhaps, instead, we must lower our eyes to conceal our blush of shame, 
and beat our breast. But, even so, we also have the remedy of throwing 
ourselves into Your arms, certain that You understand all errors, forgive 
all sins, and generously restore Your grace to him who turns to You in re- 
pentance. 


And, finally, there are those among us who have succumbed to sin so 
often through the course of our earthly lives that even the best among men 
mistrust us, and we ourselves hardly know how to set out on the new road 
of regeneration. But despite all this, in the most hidden corner of our soul, 
a voice of trust and comfort whispers Your words, promising us the help of 
Your light and of Your grace if we want to return to what is good. 


May we, O Lord, never forget that the day of trial is an opportune time 
for purifying the spirit, practicing the highest virtues, and acquiring the 
greatest merits. Let not our afflicted hearts be affected by that disgust which 
dries up everything, or by that distrust which leaves no room for brotherly 
sentiments and which prepared the road for bad counsel. May we always 
remember that, in depriving us of the freedom of our bodies, no one has 
been able to deprive us of freedom of the soul, which during the long hours of 
our solitude can rise to You to know You better and love You more each day. 


Grant, O Divine Savior, help and resignation to the dear ones who mourn 
our absence. Grant peace and quiet to this world which has rejected us but 
which we love and to which we promise our cooperation as good citizens for 
the future. 


Grant that our sorrows may be a salutary example to many souls and that 
they may thus be protected against the dangers of following our path. But 
above all, grant us the grace of believing firmly in You, of filially hoping in 
You, and of loving You who, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, live and reign 
forever and ever. Amen. 


—Pius XII. April, 1958. 























Problems of Rural Life 


A Letter of Pope Pius XII to Giuseppe Cardinal Siri, 
Archbishop of Genoa and President of the Permanent Commitee 
on Social Weeks of the Catholics of Italy 


POPE PIUS Xil 
TO OUR BELOVED SON 
GREETINGS AND APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 


T IS always a deep pleasure for 
Us to-hear of the opening of an- 
other Italian Social Week and 

to offer a word of encouragement 
along with Our Blessing, but this 
year it brings special consolation 
to the heart of your Father to be 
able to express Our congratulations 
on the occasion of the golden jubi- 
- lee of so providential an organiza- 
tion. 


The Social Weeks 


Its providential and fruitful na- 
ture is evident the moment We 
pause to look back over the past 
and take the measure of the vast 
number of activities it has carried 
on from ‘its birth down to the pres- 
ent day, in the face of difficulties 
and obstacles which may have made 
the road you traveled a hard one 
but never succeeded in stopping 
these meetings between Christian 
thought and action from forging 
to the front in the attention and 
esteem of all. The result is that 


455 


today these Social Weeks carry out 
the double function of clearly dem- 
onstrating the mature social aware- 
ness of Italian Catholics (who have 
not ignored the lofty call of the 
great encyclical letter Rerum no- 
varum) and of serving as a pow- 
erful stimulus to the study and de- 
velopment of sound plans and prin- 
ciples in the social field, especially 
with regard to the principal prob- 
lems bothering the Nation in its 
anxious search for a new order that 
will be adequately equipped to meet 
new and urgent needs. 

Our heart is filled with gratitude 
to the Lord for pouring forth His 
blessings so generously on this won- 
derful undertaking, and We take 
special pleasure in using this jub- 
ilee year to point out the reasons 
for such great success, in the hope 
that the experience gained in past 
successes may offer everyone the 
instruction and solid strength 
needed to carry on a work that has 
proven itself so timely. 
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Theory and practice 


We want to express Our pleasure 
first of all with the intellectual 
work that has been done, for any 
kind of action presupposes it and 
needs it as a guide along safe paths. 
At the same time, We are grateful 
to all of the outstanding lecturers 
who have mounted the platform at 
your meetings. It is only fitting to 
take special notice of the wise so- 
licitude of the organizers in seeing 
to it that the work of these sessions 
would not remain in the realm of 
theoretical principles, but rather 
move on to the tracing out on a 
grand scale of the specific norms 
and applications required by the 
present situation. This has been 
particularly true in this post-war 
period when these Social Weeks 
have become the meeting-place for 
Catholic men of action from all 
sectors of our national life. 

Along with all of this, We must 
mention absolute conformity to the 
teachings of the magisterium of 
the Church, a conformity which has 
always been a distinguishing mark 
of the work of your organizers. 
They have always felt under an 
even greater obligation than others 
in this regard, because of the priv- 
ilege they enjoy of being closer to 
the center of that Catholic life, 
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whose cause they are serving as 
witnesses of the first rank in their 
own fields. As a result, the Italian 
Social Weeks, besides rendering 
outstanding service to the true 
progress of the Nation, have al- 
ways been ready to echo the anxie- 
ties and cares of the Church in the 
social field and have splendidly 
demonstrated how fidelity to tradi- 
tional principles does not mean op- 
position to even the boldest re- 
forms, when they are demanded by 
the common good. They have shown 
that Catholics do not have to look 
to the teachers of other faiths or of 
false or doubtful science to keep in 
step with the needs of the times; 
they can find all that is needed for 
a gradual lifting of the social 
standards of peoples in the very 
Gospel principles of justice, just 
as they find the secrets of the lofti- 
est moral and religious elevation 
of man in the message of Christ. 


Problems of agrarian change 


Without a doubt, these charac- 
teristics of scientific seriousness, an 
immediate contact with the prob- 
lems of the moment and complete 
devotion to the social teaching of 
the Church will provide the atmos- 
phere for the present session as 
well, and it makes Us happy to real- 
ize it. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 22, 1957. Italian text (opening 
words: Al vivo compiacimento). Translation by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This is a letter to Giuseppe Cardinal Siri, Archbishop of Genoa. It was written 
September 18, 1957, immediately before the opening of the thirtieth series of meet- 
ings of the “Social Weeks for Italian Catholics,” of which Cardinal Siri is president. 


The theme of these meetings, held in Cagliari, Sardinia, was “Human aspects of 
agrarian changes.” 




















This year the city of Cagliari will 
have the honor of serving as host, 
and offering you the warm welcome 
of its people, who are dear to Our 
heart for their hard work and their 
loyalty to Catholic traditions. The 
theme: “The human aspects of ag- 
rarian changes” would in itself be 
enough to attract attention, since 
agriculture has taken on such 
importance on the national and in- 
ternational level. 

Eventual success in arriving at 
a just and timely solution of these 
problems will decide whether or 
not the Italian nation can make 
progress in this vital area of its 
economy while still succeeding in 
safeguarding those basic human 
values of the individuals and 
groups living in the agricultural 
world, which are in greater danger 
now because of the current loss of 
balance between agriculture and 
other sectors of economic-social 
life. Today as in the past, rural 
areas have something to give that 
goes far beyond mere material 
goods: for it is still one of the most 
precious reservoirs of physical and 
spiritual energy. Hence arises the 
esteem and interest the Church has 
always expressed in agriculture, 
“omnium artium .. . innocentissi- 
ma,” as St. Augustine calls it (De 
haeresibus, 46; P.L.:42, 37). This 
is the reason for the anxiety with 
which she turns to the rural popu- 
lation of today in particular. What- 
ever the explanation may be, 
whether it is their direct contact 
with the mystery of nature or the 
greater isolation which is imposed 
on them by the nature of their 
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work, it is generally true that reli- 
gious feeling has stayed more alive 
among them, and they have “re- 
mained a kind of guardian of the 
pure Christian tradition down to 
the present time” (Discourse to 
small farmers, April 11, 1956?*). 
Now, barely ten years after the 
Social Week of Naples, you have 
seen a need to re-examine the prob- 
lems of our rural population, in the 
hope of bringing them a fuller 
share in the progress that the 
search for a more perfect social 
justice has brought to the other la- 
boring classes. It should be obvious 
from what We have just said that 
We do not look upon the topic as 
an unimportant or useless one, but 
rather find your choice in perfect 
keeping with Our own interests. 


Serious difficulties 


We are well aware, however, that 
a good number of serious difficul- 
ties stand in the way of your ef- 
forts. Today it is no longer possible 
to consider the problems of agricul- 
ture by themselves; they have to be 
studied in their relationship to 
other branches of economic life. 
Scientific development and the ap- 
plication of the discoveries of tech- 
nology to the field of agriculture 
have transformed its methods of 
labor, impressed a more intensified 
method on agricultural production 
and started the rural world on the 
road to full development; it has 
taken on a more important role in 
the general economic field. One 
might say that the agricultural 
problem is being treated with 
greater urgency and seriousness to- 
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day for the very reason that it had 
been neglected in earlier planning 
for social advances. 

On the other hand, the attraction 
of the city with its illusions of 
easier work and higher wages, a 
higher living standard, and greater 
comfort in everyday living, is some- 
thing very real in Italy; unfortu- 
nately, it is causing too many to 
leave the fields and this in turn has 
serious moral and religious con- 
sequences. 


Rural man 


All this makes it clear that the 
problems which assail our rural 
population at the present time are 
not merely of an economic or tech- 
nological nature, and it points up 
the fact that a fairer distribution 
of land or an increase in production 
are not in themselves complete rem- 
edies for the situation. If rural 
labor is a problem, then rural man 
is an even more urgent and more 
important one, for today he is en- 
tering a world of new experiences. 

On the other hand, it is obvious 
that often the principal reason why 
countrypeople leave the land is the 
fact that they no longer find in the 
country the kind of conditions to 
attract them. They are not offered 
a dignified and comfortable life, 
especially with regard to housing, 
schools, public health _ service, 
healthful recreation, and all of the 
helps that make it possible to rise 
in the social scale. 

If the crisis that is threatening 
the agricultural world is to be 
ended, we must keep these pro- 
found yearnings for human prog- 
ress constantly in mind, and we 
must give the man who works the 
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land the assurance that he can live 
with a dignity and comfort com- 
parable to that enjoyed by men in 
other sectors of society, with re- 
sources at his command and oppor- 
tunities to play a part in the life 
of society equal to theirs, and with 
the same kind of recognition of the 
importance of his profession of 
farming and of his specific contri- 
bution to the community. 


Spiritual values 


The total lack of feeling for hu- 
man needs like this that has been 
shown in the world of agriculture 
during the last two centuries in the 
course of a long series of experi- 
ments based on principles of liberal 
individualism and materialistic col- 
lectivism, offers a clear proof of the 
intrinsic inability of these systems 
to solve the problems facing those 
who till the soil. 

The Church, which has been 
struggling constantly everywhere 
—as We have had occasion to point 
out before—“for more attention 
to be given to men than to eco- 
nomic and technical advantages” 
(Discourse to Spanish workers, 
March 11, 1951), has steadily op- 
posed these two extreme forms of 
selfish exploitation of labor and 
plundering of human values. For 
this reason, the Church, today as in 
the past, acts in behalf of those 
who work the earth, by recalling 
attention to the obligation of put- 
ting spiritual values in the first 
place in undertaking the task of 
reorganizing economic relation- 
ships. 


True liberty and human dignity 


During this coming week at Cag- 




















liari, Italian Catholics will feel a 
real pride in pointing up the fact. 
that Catholic sociology is better 
able than any other to hold the 
torch of true liberty and human 
dignity aloft. Under the guidance 
of the centuries-old maternal wis- 
dom of the Church, which has 
poured forth so rich a teaching on 
the essential and permanent values 
of farm life, they will make no mis- 
takes in proposing those new forms 
of life and labor that will be best- 
adapted to the needs of the agricul- 
tural world in this period of transi- 
tion. 


A wider horizon 


If the human values of farm life 
are to be effectively safeguarded, it 
is clear that the principal help has 
to come from the farmers them- 
selves, using their own abilities and 
their spirit of cooperation to the 
maximum. 

In this regard, when We spoke 
to the Italian Federation of Tenant 
Farmers, We had no hesitation in 
acknowledging that “one of the 
more outstanding services which 
it has rendered to its members may 
well have been the work of making 
them aware of the part they have 
to play in the economic life of the 
Nation; it has invited them to rid 
themselves of a kind of provincial- 
ism which is sometimes deeply 
rooted and always quite under- 
standable on the part of a man 
working in the fields, who is so 
closely attached to his land and not 
easily persuaded to cast his gaze 
over a much wider horizon” (Dis- 





PROBLEMS OF RURAL LIFE 


? Tr. in THE Pore Speaks (Summer 1955) v. 2, no. 2, p. 173.—Ed. 


459 


course to tenant farmers, May 18, 
19557). 


Currents of ‘ideas 


We added some remarks then, 
and now We would like to extend 
them to all categories of rural 
workers: “In the case of a social 
group as large as yours, working 
in so basic an’ area of production, 
it is absolutely essential that you 
keep in contact with the various 
movements of opinion and the more 
important currents of ideas dealing 
with the improvement of the Coun- 
try; and you must exercise a use- 
ful influence on them, not with the 
purpose of gaining special advan- 
tages for yourselves, but for the 
sake of the common good. ... If you 
remain loyal to your principles, 
then gradually your activity will be 
extended more and more. New pos- 
sibilities will present themselves 
for you to give increased assistance 
through your Federation and there- 
by multiply the opportunities each 
of you has to contribute to the gen- 
eral welfare” (Ibid.). © 

On the basis of a solidarity of 
this kind, it will be easier to de- 
velop the technical and professional 
training of farmers as well; as you 
know, this is becoming more and 
more important because of the ap- 
plication of scientific advances to 
agriculture. This preparation will 
permit a great saving in human 
energy expended, a consequent in- 
crease in working capacity and a 
greater productivity of the Italian 
soil, which is inadequate for the 
number of its inhabitants. 
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Guardian of the common good 


The efforts of individuals and or- 
ganizations are not enough, how- 
ever. The state must intervene to 
some extent, for it cannot surren- 
der its position as guardian of the 
common good in such an important 
sector. Without taking the place 
of the personal activity of the peo- 
ple directly concerned and their or- 
ganizations, it has the duty of stim- 
ulating and coordinating the efforts 
of private individuals, and of bring- 
ing about general conditions with 
regard to public education, com- 
munications, and the various types 
of insurance and social security, for 
example, which can do the most to 
prevent an unfair inequality be- 
tween various classes and to guar- 
antee in its place a positive and 
continuous economic and social de- 
velopment. 


Regulation of private property 


For this reason, with a full rec- 
ognition of the vital part played by 
private property and its value to 
society as well, We have still seen 
fit to declare that when “the dis- 
tribution of property is an obstacle 
to the end—and this obstacle does 
not always or necessarily arise 
from the extension of private own- 
ership—the state can step in, in the 
interests of the common good, to 
regulate its use, and even appro- 
priate it, upon payment of a just 
indemnity, if there is no other way 
to correct the situation” (Message 
on the occasion of the fifth anniver- 
sary of the outbreak of war, Sep- 
tember 1, 1944). 

With regard to application of 
these principles, we must recognize 
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the efforts of those in positions of 
responsibility in Italian public life 
to meet the demands of the farm- 
ers. The effects of the manifold ac- 
tivity that has been devoted to 
raising the standards of this class 
of workers (many people in Sar- 
dinia have already experienced it 
to a great extent) are sure to have 
beneficial repercussions on the eco- 
nomic development of the country. 


The family unit 


We eagerly desire to see Catho- 
lics continue to move forward cour- 
ageously toward the goals set by 
Catholic social doctrine, carefully 
seeing to it that the agricultural 
unit in each of its forms corre- 
sponds to the demands of human 
personality while remaining in har- 
mony with the service of all. Most 
of all, wherever possible you should 
favor the wider spread of an eco- 
nomically efficient family unit 
among countrypeople. When it is 
set into the framework of a coop- 
erative union and defended by a 
professional association, this unit 
constitutes a bulwark of sound lib- 
erty, a protective dike against the 
danger of urbanism, and an effec- 
tive contribution to the continua- 
tion of the sound traditions of the 
people. 


Pastoral work of the clergy 


This kind of work in defense of 
human values in the world of agri- 
culture would lose much of its 


force if it were not accompanied 
by an alert and up-to-the-minute 
pastoral activity on the part of 
priests. Aside from the knowledge 
that the clergy has of the problems 
of rural populations, living as they 




















do in their midst and sharing their 
problems more than anyone else, 
and even aside from the trust (un- 
rivalled in many areas) that the 
country people place in their priests, 
it is certain that there is no substi- 
tute anywhere for the educational 
activity of the clergy if We are to 
see those Christian virtues flourish 
that are the very basis for a moral- 
ly healthy, hard-working rural pop- 
ulation that is useful to the whole 
community. 

We are well-acquainted with the 
anguished questions and the anxie- 
ties of many pastors of souls in 
rural areas. Progress has short- 
ened distances a great deal; it has 
brought the countryside closer to 
the city, and facilitated contact be- 
tween countrypeople and their fel- 
lows in the city, but it has also 
broken down many of the bulwarks 
that used to constitute a defense 
of the purity of morals of country- 
people. All of this has been aggra- 
vated by the antireligious propa- 
ganda of recent years and unfor- 
tunately, it has succeeded in damp- 
ening the ardor of faith in many 
areas. 


Religious rebirth 


Priests have to take these seas 
lems into account and realize that 
the apostolic ministry in rural dis- 
tricts involves a greater responsi- 
bility and calls for an intensified 
effort directed toward the educa- 
tion of consciences and formation 
of a deeper realization of religious 
values now than ever before. They 
cannot relax even in districts where 
there are large groups of simple 
souls who have not yet been af- 
fected by the poison of corruption, 
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but who still remain insufficiently 
instructed in the doctrine of Christ. 

Most of all, We are looking to 
a more active and conscious par- 
ticipation of countrypeople in par- 
ish life to bring about the religious 
rebirth of the countryside. For a 
long time, the farmer has remained 
passive not only in the social field, 
but also, and perhaps even more, 
in the religious field. With a closer 
attachment to the parish, he will 
be able to understand better that 
the interests of the Church are his 
own, he will have an opportunity 
of working together with others, 
he will be urged to overcome all 
pride or selfishness and dedicate 
himself to the service of his neigh- 
bor, he will get used to practicing 
the social virtues. Once his heart 
and mind are opened to the vast 
horizons of Christian charity, it 
will not be long before he learns 
from the maternal lips of the 
Church that Christianity gives ex- 
pression to his most vital needs 
and helps him to achieve his ideals 
both as a man and as a worker. 
In this way, the parish, which came 
into existence in the first place to 
care for the expansion of the 
Church into rural districts, and 
which has in ages past been the 
cause of cultural and social as well 
as religious progress among farm- 
people, will continue to carry on 
this maternal civilizing mission 
today. 


Reflection and zealous activity 


We have complete confidence that 
under the enlightened leadership of 
your alert and dedicated president, 
the activities of the Social Week 
at Cagliari will offer all of those 
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who are participating abundant 
material for reflection and zealous 
activity. We know very well how 
much the Nation expects from these 
fatiguing but fruitful sessions. May 
they throw a great deal of light 
on these complex and important 
problems, contribute to the pros- 
perity and peace of the country- 
side, and most of all solidify the 
countrypeople in their conscious 
attachment to religion, which must 
be the star whose light will guide 
them as in ages past along their 


Responsibility of the Press 
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road to progress. 

With these wishes, and in expec- 
tation of the choicest heavenly 
blessings, We impart the strength 
and comfort of the Apostolic Bless- 
ing with all Our heart to you, Our 
beloved son, to the public author- 
ities present at the Social Week, to 
all the lecturers and participants, 
and to the dear people of Sardinia. 
Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, 
September 18, 1957, the nineteenth 
year of Our Pontificate. 

PIUS PP. XII 


Gentlemen of the press: How often during recent years We have received 





members of your profession. And always it was with pleasure, because if a 
word from Us will even in a small way encourage you to measure up to the 
lofty purpose and demanding principles of an honorable press, then Our 
own satisfaction deepens for a good of worldwide importance achieved. 
Who will weigh the impact for good or evil of the modern means of com- 
munication? And journalism still plays a prominent and relevant role in 
that art. 

Your present trip has been sponsored by the government of your country 
and you are accompanied by high ranking officers of the Air Force, to whom 
also We extend Our welcome. The scope of your trip would seem to be to 
get on-the-spot knowledge of certain situations that are of concern to your 
reading public. Approach any serious situation, in this as in similar cases, 
with an open mind and an independent, enlightened conscience; try to grasp 
the facts, clarified by all the circumstances bearing on them; with honesty, 
then, and prudence present your findings, never unmindful of your respon- 
sibility to the greater good of your country and the world. 

Truth, justice, genuine goodness, fraternal love—how mankind craves se- 
cure possession of those blessings of a just and loving God! We know the 
press can do much to satisfy that universal desire, and We renew the 
expression of Our confidence that you, gentlemen, will rise to the challenge. 
That you may meet it with success, with paternal affection We beg God's 
grace and guidance for you. 


—Pius XIl. 1958. 


To American Newsmen. June 12, 
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A Finder's List for Papal Documents 
Appearing October 1-December 31, 1957 


536. The Mission of the Catholic Woman. 
(Poussées par) September 29, 1957. Ad- 
dress of Pope Pius XII to the World 
Federation of Catholic Women’s Organi- 


zations. (Est. length: 7500 words) 
Key Topics: 
Apostolate; Atheism; Charity; 


Church; Creation; Dignity of woman; 
Education; Family; Husbands and 
wives; Laicism; Latin America; Lay 
Apostolate; Male and female; Mar- 
riage; Marxism; Mary, Blessed Vir- 
gin; Motherhood; Mystical Body; So- 
cial teaching of Church; Society; 
Teaching Authority of Church; Vir- 
ginity; Woman. 


French text: AAS (November 22, 1957) 
49:906-922; Osservatore Romano (Sep- 
tember 30-October 1, 1957). English tr.: 
TPS (Spring 1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 413. 


537. Conclusion of a Mission in Bolivia. 
(Amadisimos hijos) September 29, 1957. 
Radio message of Pope Pius XII at the 


close of a mission in Bolivia. (Zst. 
length: 1200 words) 
Key Topics: 

Bolivia; Family; Latin America; 


Marriage; Mary, Blessed Virgin; Vo- 
cations. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 2, 1957). English excerpt: TPS 
(Winter 1957-58) v. 4, no. 3, p. 348. 


538. The Legacy of the Irish. (With the 


special affection) October 4, 1957. Ad- 
dress of ‘Pope Pius XII to Eamon De 
Valera, Prime Minister of Ireland. (Est. 
length: 700 words) 
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Key Topics: 
Church and state; Common good; 
Holy See; Ireland; Natural law; Saint 

Patrick. 


English text: AAS (November 25, 1957) 
49:953-954; Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 5, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 435. 


539. The Lay Apostolate. (Six ans) Octo- 
ber 5, 1957. Address of Pope Pius XII 
to the Second World Congress for the Lay 
Apostolate. (Est. length: 8000 words) 
Key Topics: 

Africa; Asia; Catholic Action; Diac- 
onate; Emigrants; European Coal and 
Steel Community; Hierarchical apos- 
tolate; Latin America; Lay apostolate; 
Materialism; Minor Orders; Missions; 
Motion pictures; Parish; Prayer; 
Press; Priesthood; Radio and televi- 
sion; Social teachings of Church; Vo- 
cations. 


French text: AAS (November 22, 1957) 
49 :922-939; Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 7-8, 1957). 


English tr.: TPS (Winter 1957-58) v. 4, 
no. 3, p. 119. 


540. The Apostolate of the Sick. (Davanti 
a questa moltitudine) October 7, 1957. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to 5,000 in- 
valids of the “Centro dei Voluntari della 
Sofferenza.” (Est. length: 1950 words) 


Key Topics: 
Apostolate; Communion of Saints; 


Hospitals; Human Solidarity; Joy; 
Material and spiritual; Sickness and 
suffering. 
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Italian text: AAS (November 22, 1957) 
49:954-958; Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 9, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 399. 


541. Legacy of the Irish. (A thousand 
welcomes) October 8, 1957. Address of 
Pope Pius to a pilgrimage from Ire- 
land. (Est. length: 950 words) 


Key Topics: 
Ireland; Luke Wadding; Mary, 
Blessed Virgin; Rome; Saint Patrick. 


English text: AAS (November 25, 1957) 
49:959-961; Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 10, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 437. 


542. Consecration of the Sick to Mary. 
(O Madre clemente) October 9, 1957. 
Prayer composed by Pope Pius XII for 
consecration of the sick to Mary. (Est. 
length: 100 words) 


Key Topics: 
Mary, Blessed Virgin; Sickness and 
suffering. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 18, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 403. 


543. To Italian Dialect Poets. (Con vivo 
senso) October 13, 1957. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to the third congress of the 
Italian Association of Dialectic Poets. 
(Est. length: 1000 words) 


Key Topics: 
Art; Christian culture; Dialects; 
Literature; National unity; Poetry; 

Traditions. 
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Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 14-15, 1957). 


544. To the Catechist Sisters. (Si no cono- 
ciéramos) October 17, 1957. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to a pilgrimage of the 
“Damas Catequistas,” Spanish nuns. 
(Est. length: 1100 words) 


Key Topics: 


Catechists; Church; Religious edu- 
cation; Society; Youth. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 19, 1957). 


545. The Confraternity of Eucharistic 
Thursdays. (Amadisimos hijos) October 
17, 1957. Address of Pope Pius XII to 
the Archconfraternity of Eucharistic 
Thursdays of Spain. (Est. length: 13850 
words) 


Key Topics: 
Charity; Faith; Holy Eucharist; 
Prayer; Reparation. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 23, 1957). 


546. To Pilgrims from Cordoba. (Esta 
rueda) October 19, 1957. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to a pilgrimage from Cérdoba, 
Spain. (Est. length: 900 words) 


Key Topics: 
Bishop Osio; Cordoba; Faith; Holy 
See. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 20, 1957). 
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547. To Highway Engineers. (Répondant 
bien volontiers) October 19, 1957. Ad- 
dress of Pope Pius XII to a group of 
delegates to an international convention 
of highway engineers. (Est. length: 1000 
words) 


Key Topics: 
Economics; Europe; Peace; Roads 


and highways; Science and technology; 
Transportation. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 21-22, 1957). 


548. Aspects of Automation. (Per la 
prima volta) October 23, 1957. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to representatives of 
the European Committee for Coopera- 
tion in the Machine Tool Industry. (Est. 
length: 850 words) 


Key Topics: 

Automation; Business and industry; 
Leisure time; Material and spiritual; 
Mechanics; Progress; Science and tech- 
nology; Social teaching of Church; 
Tools and machinery. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 25, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 409. 


549. Problems of Transportation. (La 
septiéme session) October 24, 1957. Ad- 
dress of Pope Pius XII to European Min- 
isters of Transportation. (Est. length: 
400 words) 


Key Topics: 


Economics; European union; Trans- 
portation. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 27, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 441. 


550. Vatican Radio: Truth in a Troubled 
World. (Attendite populi) October 27, 
1957. Address of Pope Pius XII at dedi- 
cation ceremonies for new Vatican radio 
station. (Est. length: 2100 words) 


Key Topics: 
Divine law; God and nature; Mysti- 


cal Body; Peace; Radio; Science and 
technology; Truth. 
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Latin text: AAS (November 25, 1957) 
49 :961-965; Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 28-29, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Win- 
ter 1957-58) v. 4, no. 3, p. 259. 


551. To the Mastersingers. (Unseren 
Gruss) October 29, 1957. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to members of the “Master- 
singers of Rheinland—Westfalen.” (Est. 
length: 150 words) 


Key Topics: 
Music; Recreation. 


German text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 30, 1957). 


552. Prayer for Religious Vocations. 
(Signore Gest) November, 1957. Prayer 
for vocations to the priesthood. (Est. 
length: 400 words) 


Key Topics: 
Family; Mary, Blessed Virgin; Per- 
severance; Priesthood; St. Joseph; Vo- 
cations. 


Italian text: AAS (December 28, 1957) 
49:1046-1047; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 10, 1957). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 392. 


553. Primo Exacto. (Primo exacto) No- 
vember 1, 1957. An Apostolic Constitu- 
tion of Pope Pius XII on the celebration 
of the Lourdes Centenary Year. (Est. 
length: 1750 words) 


Key Topics: 
Holy Eucharist; Jubilee Indulgence; 
Lourdes; Mary, Blessed Virgin; Peace; 
Penance. 


Latin text: AAS (December 31, 1957) 
49:1051-1056; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 20, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Win- 
ter 1957-58) v. 4, no. 3, p. 259. 


554. Toward a European Federation. 
(C’est avec plaisir) November 4, 1957. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to an assembly 
of the European Coal and Steel Commu- 
nity. (Est. length: 1900 words) 


Key Topics: 
Economics; Europe; European un- 
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ion; European Coal and Steel Commu- 
nity; Social teachings of Church. 


French text: AAS (November 25, 1957) 
49: 966-969; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 4-5, 1957). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 443. 


555. To Father Antonio Piolanti. (Ad- 
modum gavisi) November 4, 1957. Letter 
of Pope Pius XII to Father Antonio Pio- 
lanti, Secretary, Roman Pontifical Theo- 
logical Academy, on the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of the Encyclical Pascendi of Pope 
Pius X. (Est. length: 75 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Novem- 
ber 24, 1957). 


556. To Ecclesiastical Archivists. (Quanto 
gradita) November 5, 1957. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to the First Congress of 
Ecclesiastical Archivists of Italy. (Est. 
length: 3400 words) 


Key Topics: 

Archives and archivists; Holy See; 
Giovanni Cardinal Mercati; Popes; 
Scholarships; Vatican Library; Vati- 
can Secret Archives. 


Italian text: AAS (December 28, 1957) 
49: 1008-1010; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 14, 1957). 


557. Nato Defense College. (You afford 
Us) November 6, 1957. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to the Nato Defense College. 
(Est. length: 250 words) 


Key Topics: 
Nato; Peace; Public service. 


English text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 8, 1957). 


558. To the Lamp of Brotherhood (L’ 
Oeuvre Mondiale) November 6, 1957. Ad- 
dress of Pope Pius XII to representatives 
from the “Lamp of Brotherhood.” (Est. 
length: 300 words) 


Key Topics: 
Brotherhood; Nationalism; Peace. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 8, 1957). 
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559. Moral Problems in Fashion Design. 
(Di gran cuore) November 8, 1957. Ad- 
dress of Pope Pius XII to the Interna- 
tional Fashion Congress. (Est. length: 
5800 words) 


Key Topics: 

Aesthetics; Clothing; Culture; De- 
cency; Economics; Fashion design; Hy- 
giene; Luxury; Modesty; Morals; 
Style; Textile industry. 


Italian text: AAS (December 28, 1957) 
49: 1011-1023; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 9, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Win- 
ter 1957-58) v. 4, no. 3, p. 273. 


560. The Farm Problem. (Nous avons 
aujourd’hui) November 9, 1957. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to delegates at the 
Ninth Conference of the Food and Agri- 
culture Organization. (Est. length: 450 
words) 


Key Topics: 
Agriculture; Church’s social teach- 
ings; Farming and the farmer. 


French text: AAS (December 28, 1957) 
49: 1023-1024; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 11-12, 1957). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 441. 


561. The Right to Educate. (Nous sa- 
luons) November 10, 1957. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to representatives to the 
First Assembly of European Private 
Schools. (Est. length: 1450 words) 


Key Topics: 

Church and state; Church and youth; 
Education; Family; Private schools; 
Scholastic freedom; State and school; 
Youth. 


French text: AAS (December 28, 1957) 
49: 1024-1027; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 18, 1957). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 377. 


562. To Spanish Pilgrims. (Con singular 
placer) November 16, 1957. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to a Spanish pilgrimage 
from Badajoz. (Est. length: 1100 words) 


Key Topics: 
Economics; Family; Material and 
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spiritual; Social teachings of Church; 
Tradition. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 17, 1957). 


563. To Slaughterhouse Workers. (Vi 
diamo) November 17, 1957. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to a group of slaughter- 
house workers. (Est. length: 1550 words) 


Key Topics: 

Animals and man; Economics; Fam- 
ily; Kingdom of Christ; Sin; Slaugh- 
terhouses; Social justice; Spiritual and 
material; Suffering; Will of God. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 18-19, 1957). [Cf. TPS (Spring 
1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 384.] 


564. Food for Body and Soul. (Vi diamo) 
November 22, 1957. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to a group of food manufacturers. 
(Est. length: 1850 words) 


Key Topics: 

Body and soul; Business and indus- 
try; Economics; Faith; Food; Holy 
Eucharist; Man; Mary, Blessed Vir- 
gin; Material and spiritual; Nutri- 
tion; Will of God. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 24, 1957). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 405. 


565. The Prolongation of Life. (Le Dr. 
Bruno Haid) November 24, 1957. Address 
‘of Pope Pius XII to a group of doctors, 
professors and surgeons on the subject 
of “reanimation.” (Est. length: 2850 
words) 


Key Topics: 

Anesthesiology; Artificial respira- 
tion; Body and soul; Death; Extreme 
Unction; Man; Medical morals; Medi- 
cine and medical science; Prolongation 
of life; Resuscitation; Sacraments; 
Sickness and suffering. 


French_text: AAS (December 28, 1957) 
49: 1027-1033; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 25-26, 1957). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 393. 
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566. Closing of a Mission at Milan. (In 
quest’ora) November 24, 1957. Radio mes- 
sage of Pope Pius XII on the closing of 
a mission in Milan. (Est length: 1750 


words) 


Key Topics: 

St. Ambrose; City of God; Dignity 
of man; Material and spiritual; Ma- 
terialism; Milan; Progress; Technol- 
ogy. 


Italian text: AAS (December 28, 1957) 
49: 1037-1040; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 27, 1957). [Cf. TPS (Spring 
1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 383.] 


567. Greetings to President Heuss. (Wir 
entbieten) November 27, 1957. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to His Excellency Theo- 
dore Heuss, President of the Federal Re- 
public of Germany. (Est. length: 1550 
words) 


Key Topics: 
Concordats; Culture; Economics; 
Europe; Philosophy; Peace. 


German text: AAS (December 28, 1957) 
49: 1033-1036; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 28, 1957). 


568. Telegram to President Heuss. (Die 
warmherzigen) November 30, 1957. Tele- 
gram of Pope Pius XIi to His Excel- 
lency Theodore Heuss, President of the 
Federal Republic of Germany. (Est. 
length: 250 words) 


Key Topics: 
Charity; Europe; Germany; Holy 
See; International Relations; Peace; 

Progress. 


German text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 1, 1957). 


569. To the Council of European Com. 
munities. (Le Congrés) December 3, 
1957. Address of Pope Pius XII to the 
third national congress of the Italian 
Association of the Council of European 
Communities. (Est length: 950 words) 


Key Topics: 
Europe; European union; Govern- 
ment; Municipal administration. 
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French text: AAS (January 27, 1958) 
50: 31-83; Osservatore Romano (Decem- 
ber 8, 1957). [Cf. TPS (Spring 1958) 
v. 4, no. 4, p. 382.] 


570. To Austrian Pilgrims. (Wir be- 
griissen) December 8, 1957. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to a pilgrimage from 
Austria. (Est. length: 200 words) 


Key Topics: 
Lay apostolate; Press. 


German text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 9-10, 1957). 


580. The State of Perfection. (Sous la 
maternelle protection) December 9, 1957. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to the Second 
General Congress of the States of Per- 
fection. (Est. length: 4400 words) 

Key Topics: 

Charity; Cooperation; Evangelical 
counsels; Holy See; Mystical Body; 
Obedience; Perfection; Religious or- 
ders; Religious superiors; Secular in- 
stitutes; States of Perfection. 


French text: AAS (January 27, 1958) 
50: 34-43; Osservatore Romano (Decem- 
ber 12, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Winter 
1957-58) v. 4, no. 8, p. 264. 


581. To the International Game Council. 
(Le Conseil International de la Chasse) 
December 12, 1957. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to representatives of the Interna- 
tional Game Council. (Est. length: 500 
words) 


Key Topics: 
Conservation; Hunting 


French text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 13, 1957). 
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582. Letter to Cardinal Valeri. (Singu- 
laria Dei) December 12, 1957. Letter of 
Pope Pius XII to Cardinal Valerio Valeri 
on the 50th anniversary of his ordina- 
tion. (Est. length: 450 words) 


Latin text: AAS (January 27, 1958) 50: 
30-31; Osservatore Romano (December 
22, 1957). 


583. The Divine Law of Harmony. (Leva, 
Jerusalem) December 22, 1957. Christ- 
mas Message of Pope Pius XII. (Est. 
length: 6780 words) 


Key Topics: 

Atomic energy; Christmas; Divine 
law; Economics; Harmony and order; 
History; Hope; Incarnation; Interna- 
tional affairs; Man, the image of God; 
Nativity; Peace; Pessimism; Philos- 
ophy and science; Progress; Redemp- 
tion; Science and technology; Suffer- 
ing; Temporal and eternal. 


Italian text: AAS (January 27, 1958) 
50: 5-24; Osservatore Romano (Decem- 
ber 23-24, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Win- 
ter 1957-58) v. 4, no. 3, p. 239. 


584. A Prayer for Teachers. (O Verbo 
incarnato) December 28, 1957. Prayer 
composed by Pope Pius XII for teachers. 
(Est. length: 350 words) 


Key Topics: 
Charity; Education; Teachers and 
teaching; Youth. 


Italian text: AAS (February 27, 1958) 
50:118-119; Osservatore Romano (De- 


cember 29, 1957). English tr.: 
(Spring 1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 380. 


TPS 





468 


French text: AAS (January 27, 1958) 
50: 81-83; Osservatore Romano (Decem- 
ber 8, 1957). [Cf. TPS (Spring 1958) 
v. 4, no. 4, p. 382.] 


570. To Austrian Pilgrims. (Wir be- 
griissen) December 8, 1957. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to a pilgrimage from 
Austria. (Est. length: 200 words) 


Key Topics: 
Lay apostolate; Press. 


German text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 9-10, 1957). 


580. The State of Perfection. (Sous la 
maternelle protection) December 9, 1957. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to the Second 
General Congress of the States of Per- 
fection. (Est. length: 4400 words) 

Key Topics: 

Charity; Cooperation; Evangelical 
counsels; Holy See; Mystical Body; 
Obedience; Perfection; Religious or- 
ders; Religious superiors; Secular in- 
stitutes; States of Perfection. 


French text: AAS (January 27, 1958) 
50: 34-43; Osservatore Romano (Decem- 
ber 12, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Winter 
1957-58) v. 4, no. 3, p. 264. 


581. To the International Game Council. 
(Le Conseil International de la Chasse) 
December 12, 1957. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to representatives of the Interna- 
tional Game Council. (Est. length: 500 
words) 


Key Topics: 
Conservation; Hunting 


French text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 13, 1957). 
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582. Letter to Cardinal Valeri. (Singu- 
laria Dei) December 12, 1957. Letter of 
Pope Pius XII to Cardinal Valerio Valeri 
on the 50th anniversary of his ordina- 
tion. (Est. length: 450 words) 


Latin text: AAS (January 27, 1958) 50: 
80-81; Osservatore Romano (December 
22, 1957). 


583. The Divine Law of Harmony. (Leva, 
Jerusalem) December 22, 1957. Christ- 
mas Message of Pope Pius XII. (Est. 
length: 6780 words) 


Key Topics: 

Atomic energy; Christmas; Divine 
law; Economics; Harmony and order; 
History; Hope; Incarnation; Interna- 
tional affairs; Man, the image of God; 
Nativity; Peace; Pessimism; Philos- 
ophy and science; Progress; Redemp- 
tion; Science and technology; Suffer- 
ing; Temporal and eternal. 


Italian text: AAS (January 27, 1958) 
50: 5-24; Osservatore Romano (Decem- 
ber 23-24, 1957). English tr.: TPS (Win- 
ter 1957-58) v. 4, no. 3, p. 239. 


584. A Prayer for Teachers. (O Verbo 
incarnato) December 28, 1957. Prayer 
composed by Pope Pius XII for teachers. 
(Zst. length: 350 words) 


Key Topics: 
Charity; Education; Teachers and 
teaching; Youth. 


Italian text: AAS (February 27, 1958) 
50:118-119; Osservatore Romano (De- 


cember 29, 1957). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 380. 
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